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S many of the fymptoms of Gonor- 

, &. rhoea and Lues Venerea become fre- 
quent. objects of the furgeon’s attention, 
I at one time meant to have introduced a 
treatife on thefe difeafes in the Syftem of 
Surgery, publifhed fome years ago, but I 
was prevented from doing fo, by different 
publications upon the fame fubje& being ~ 
announced about that period. , 


As fome of thefe works have been very 
favourably received, it may be imagined, 
that further writings upon the fubje@ to 
which they relate can fcarcely at prefent 
be required. It muft indeed be admit- 
ted, that many valuable publications have 
come forth within thefe few years upon 
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this branch of the profeffion ; particular- 


ly one by Mr John Hunter of London, in- | — 


tituled, a Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe; ; 
and another, intituled, Pradtical Obferva- 
tions on Venereal Complaints, by Dr Swe- 
diaur. But although much information 
may be obtained from both of thefe works, | 
as well as from fome’other late publica-_ 
tions, there is ftill much left for’ others to 
explain. Such is the effe@ of experience 
and obfervation, that farther advantages 
daily accrue from the labours of indivi- 
duals in the treatment of this as well as’ ‘of 
almoft every other difeafe ; and as this, I 
hope, will in fome degree appear from the 
prefent publication, fo I fhall ftill expect 
to find that the future endeavours of others 
will prove yet more fuccefsful. 


Amonc other points which I have more 
particularly attempted to elucidate, the 
treatment of Gonorrhcea by injections, 


and the quantity of mercury to be exhi- — 


hited in Lues Venerea, are, perhaps the 
moft 
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moft important ; and I flatter myfelf,. that 
I have given’ views concerning them, 
Which, in pradtice, will be! found to merit’ 
attention. < The cure of Gonorrhea: by 
injections is no doubt practifed by many’; 
but while in a great proportion of cafes: 
it proves fuccefsful, in others it fails 
entirely: The caufe of this, fo far as >I 
know, has never hitherto been explained. 
Whether I may. have conveyed an ade- 
quate idea of ‘my opinion upon this point 
I cannot pofitively fay ; but the obferva- 
tions upon which it is founded are fuch, 
that all who pay attention to the fubject 
may be enabled readily to afcertain fuch 
cafes as will yield to injections; as well as 
thofe in which no advantage is derived’ 
from them. © | 


THE opinion which I have ventured to 
fupport, of the difference between the 
matter of Gonorrhoea, and that of Lues 
Venerea, will no doubt be cenfured by 
many. They ought, however, to recol- 
: led, 
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le, if matters of ‘opinion, which cannot. 
be proved: by» demonftration, that fome 
uncertainty muft always, take place ; and 
before cenfuring with feverity the opi-. 

nions which others may fuggeft, they; 

thould confider whether , their, own may, 

not be equally liable to obje@ion. Toe 

me it-appears that the reafons which I _ 
have adduced in, fupport of my opinion 

aré very conclufive, but I,fhall:make full 
acknowledgment of my error, if fufficient 
reafons fhall ever be given to: fhow that it 
is ill founded. In the mean time, it will 
be perceived, that the theory which I have 
adopted. does not,lead, to any. deviation 
from. the practice which now generally 
“prevails upon this point, while it ferves 
to explain, more clearly than the opinion 
which has commonly prevailed, feveral 
of the phenomena of the two difeafes, as 
well as the caufes of different remedies be- 
ing neceflary for each of them. 
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I do not exped& that practitioners of 
experience and obfervation will receive 
much information from this publication, 
but I am hopeful that it will prove ufeful 
to beginners ; for it has been equally my 
defire to exhibit a correct view of the dif- 
ferent fymptoms of which I treat, and to 
point out the method of cure in a manner 
that will be clear and intelligible. Where 
theory is ever admitted, it is chiefly with 
a view to explain, upon rational princi- 
ples, fuch points as the ingenuity of fome 
fpeculative writers have tended to render 
intricate, : 
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CHAPTER I. 


Confideration of the Que/ftion, Whether Go- 
norrbea and Lues Venerea apa from 
the fame Contagion ? 


N dpinion es generally prevailed 
among practitioners, that Gonor- 

rheea Virulenta and Lues Venerea are of 

the fame nature; that they originate from. 

_ the fame contagion; and are only diftin- 
_ guifhed by the circumftance of Gonorrhcea 
VOL, 1. B being 
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being a local abate of the en while 
the other is a general affection of the fy 
tem. But, as there is. caufe: to imagine | 
that the two difeafes arife from different 
{pecific contagions, And as the conduct of — 
the ‘cure, muft be influenced, by, one or 
other of - thefe opinions being eftablithed, 
it becomes a-matter“of* importance to m- 
ftitute an inquiry, into, this part, of our 
 fabjeQ> 
Both diGateen are een vie ina falta = 
ways -both;-in the firft inftance, affect the 7 
venital organs; and they occafionally ap 
pear at the fame time m the fame patient: 
hence it has been conceived that they have 
a common. origin, arid one method of éure 
has been fuppofed applicable to either | 
The refufal of fome: patients to:fubmit 
to the diftrefs and inconveniency that fre- | 
quently énfues from a: protracted meréeu- 
rial courfé,;and who never thelefs. recovered 
from the ufual: fymptoms of Gonorrhcea, 
firft fuegefted a doubt of the two difeafes’ 
being produced by the fame contagion. 
It is well known, ‘that Lues Venerea can 
| noe ie: 
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be certainly cured by mercury only ; and 
the opinion refpeGing the exiftence of a 
-fpecific: contagion in. Gonorrhcea, arifing 
from this obvious’ and marked difference 
in the method of cure, appears to be fixed 
and eftablifhed by: the following. facts : 
The fymptoms and: confequences of Go- 
norrhoea are perfectly different from thofe 
which take place in Lues Venerea. Both 
difeafes have appeared at different: ‘pe- 
riods in the fame countries’; and, in fome 
inftances, they have remained difting and 
uncombined for a great length of time, 

» That the fymptoms of the two difeafes 
are different,’ is univerfally known... A 
particular detailiof fach as are peculiar 


to each, will be given in the enfaing 


‘chapters. ‘At prefent, it is only neceflary 
to obferve, that Gonorrhoea confifts in a 
difcharge of . puriform:-matter. from the 
urethra; which, even by thofe who fup- 
port the contrary opinion, is now: admit- 
ted to be, in almoft every inftance, a local 
affection, and that it very rarely contami- 
‘nates the general habit of body: while 

te ae “Lues 


, 
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Lues Venerea is a difeafe of the conftitu- 
tion, arifing from the abforption of vene-. 
real virus from any part of the furface of 


the body, but moft frequently from the 
genitals ; ; from which enfue buboes, ulcers. 


in varrous parts, particularly in the nofe 
and throat, pains and f{wellings in. the 
bones; ‘with a variety of other {ymptoms: 
which it is mot at -prefent gece to 
mention. 

The firft appearance of Lues Vene- 
rea is, for the moft part, in the form of = 
chancre or fmall ulcer, in» fome part of © 
the penis. It is univerfally admitted, 
that even the flighteft degree of chancre 
is apt to produce pox, or a general affec- 
tion of the fyftem; infomuch, that no 
practitioner of experience will truft the 
cure of this fymptom to local remedies. 
If the fore be left to itfelf, it almoft al- 
-ways becomes worfe. The matter which | 
' it affords is taken up by the abforbents 5 
and buboes, with the other fymptoms that — 
[have enumerated, very certainly enfue. 
Thefe are almoft the univerfal confequen- 


ces. 


\ 
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ces of fores produced by the venereal vi- 
rus; but they frequently occur where the 
fkin remains entire; that is, abforption of 
the venereal poifon oftentakes place where 
no veftige of ulceration is perceived : 
This, indeed, is denied by many; but I 
have met with it in various inftances, and 
it will be admitted by every practitioner 
of experience. Now this being eftablifh- 
ed, in the application of the venereal virus 
to every other part ef the body, if the - 
matter of Gonorrhoea is of the fame na- 
ture, why does it not, in almeft every cafe 
_.of clap, enter the fyftem, and produce pox? 
So far as we know, the urethra is as plen- 
tifully fypplied with abforbents as other 
parts of the body; the fame kind of mat- 
ter, when appled te them here, ought 
therefore to be productive of fimilar ef- 
fects : and hence Lues Venerea ought, per- 
haps in every inftance, to be the confe- 
‘quence of Gonorrhcea, were the matter by 
which the two difeafes are produced the 
dame. Bal Qn ovine pie 
Ss bee Rea AS 
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As. this isa flrong argument in favour 
-of the two difeafes arifing from different 
kinds .of contagion, much ingenuity has _ 
been exerted by thofe ‘who fupport the — 
contrary opinion, in endeayouring. to ace 
count for it. : | 

In the firft place, it has been faid, that oe 
Gonorrhcea fometimes: terminates in pox, ' 
and, therefore, that this of itlelf is a fut. 

ficient proof of the two difeafes being the 
fame. — . eRe 

Were it-certain hae ee ever EE a : 
no further evidence would. be required, 
as a few well-marked inftances would, be. . 
conclufive ; but every unprejudiced prac- 
ritioner-will admit, that no ee proofs © 
of it have ever occurred: + ates 

In. order to fupport shits opinion, a3 
mutt be received, which we know to:be - 
inadmiflible, We mutt admit, that a 
perfon with chancres only, communicates 
to another, not only every fymptom of 
pox, but of: Gonorrhoea, and that another 
with Gonorrhcea only, gives to all with 
whom ne may have ‘connection, chancres 
: | , with 
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with their various. confequences.,...This 
ought, indeed, to. be a very common oc 
currence; infomuch, that every spracti- 
tioner fhould be able. to decide: upon it. 
with certainty, if this. opinion was well 
founded; Inftead of which, it, will be ad- 
mitted by all, that the one difeafe being 
produced by the other, is, even in appear- 
auce, a very rare. occurrence. . I have 
paid much attention to the point in quef- 
tion.;,.and, in almoft every inftance, a 
few cafes only excepted, and where the 
moft particular inquiries even were made, 
it has happened, that a perfon infected 
with Gonorrhea has received it from ano- 
ther evidently labouring under that dif- 
eafe, and that chancres have very univer- 
fally been communicated by fuch as were 
diftrefled with chancres only. 

This, I am convinced, will.be com; 
monly found to be clearly the cafe; fo 
that a few inftances, bearing fome ap- 
pearances of the contrary, are. much more | 
readily explained on the idea of the two 
difeates being produced by different kinds 

Soa A. af": 
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of ‘contagion ; and this may alfo be faid 


of the few folitary cafes that may-be met 
with, of chancre being fuppofed to ter- 
minate in ‘Gonorrhea, and Gonorrheea in 


chancre, and other fymptoms of pox: We | 
can more eafily conceive that the fame 


perfon fhould, in fome. inftances, receive, 
and therefore be able to communicate, 


both kinds of contagion, than that the in-- 


cident we are confidering fhould be fo 
feldom met with, were the opinion: well 
founded, of the two difeafes Kodi oes 
~ nally of the fame nature. 

However ill founded an eftablithed opi- 
-nion may be, if it has received the fanc- 


tion of being generally adopted, we know | 


how difficult it is to overturn it. Few 
enter fo minutely into the confideration 
of fuch points as to be able to decide up- 
on them; and of thofe who do, a very 
{mall proportion ever take the trouble of 
engaging in fuch difcuffions as are necef- 
fary for the conviction of others. This is 
perhaps the chief caufe of the point in 
queftion haying remained fo long m-ob- 
fcurity, 
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fcurity, as well as of the explanation hi- 
therto ufually given, of various circum- 
ftances in Gonorrhcea and Lues Venerea 
having been uniformly made to fupport it. 
It will alfo ferve to account for circum- 
ftances being held forth as matter of fact, 
which, on inquiry, are perceived to be ill 
founded; for, when once an opinion is 
admitted, we are apt to give fuch an ex- 
planation of whatever may feem to relate 
to it, as can in any way tend to fupport it. 

Thus, although few in the prefent age 
will affert that Gonorrhea often termi- 
nates in Lues Venerea, yet many allege that 


it is apt to do fo whenever it is improperly. 


treated. Whatever puts a fudden ftop to a 
copious difcharge from the urethra, is by 
many fuppofed to produce Lues Venerea. 
Hence all who condemn the ufe of injec- 
tions in Gonorrheea, affirm, that they often 
convert a fimple clap into a pox, by throw- 
ing into the blood what otherwife would 
have been carried off’ This, however, is 
_not fupported by experience. A ftimula- 
ting injection will no doubt excite pain 


I | | and 
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and inflammation j in ‘the urethra ; halt this, 
in fome inftances, will be. ‘pindatins of 
fwelled teftes, and perhaps of fympathetic 
Gwellings i in, the glands of the-groin; but 
I have not. known a fingle-inftance of. pox | 
being induced in this manner: and asI 
have long been in the daily ufe ‘oka injec- 
tions, it muft often have happened, aif 
the idea that I have ftated were well 
founded. . Till of late, indeed, a patient 
who was fo. unfortunate as to have a clap 
fuddenly ftopped, was fo certainly confi- 
dered as poxed, that. he was immediately 
put under a. -complete courfe of mereury, 
by which he was.made to- undergo. a very 
unneceflary and diftrefsful, confinement. 5 
- Although this praGiice, however, is now - 
very commonly exploded, yet there are 
fome who fiill ‘adhere to it, 1. was called, 
in April 1784, to eit a gentleman, who, 
ina Gonorrheea attended with a good deal 
of inflammation, had been fo foolith as to 
live freely, and to ride much on horfe- 
back. This, with the unguarded ufe of a 
very ftimulating. inje@ion, put a fudden. 
| tir “Ey EOP 


>. 
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ftop..to. the ; ravens 3 and at the fame ~ 
time, it, excited a.very confiderable degree 
of pain and inflammation, along all. the 
pofterior ;part of the urethra towards. the 
proftate gland and neck | of the bladder, 
attended with a painful and frequent de- 
fire to pafs. water. . 
On the idea of thefe being es dee 
ae POX, he was, immediately put under.a 
courfe of mercury; and, when I firft faw 
him, he had been ufing it for the {pace of 
fix, weeks, The furgeon in attendance ac- 
knowledged that no advantage had been 
derived from the mercury ; andthe. pa-. 
tient .himfelf faid: that his diftrefs, was 
daily increafing. They were both, there- 
fore, eafily perfuaded to lay the mercury 
afide ; and, by the repeated application of 
leeches to the perineum, of _fomentations, 
and opiates, to allay the:pain, the inflam- 
mation foon, began to fubfide; and, ina 
fhort time, he was perfectly well. : 
In December 1788,,a young man called 
upon me, with a painful hard fwelling 3 in 
his groin, of an, oblong form, nearly, an 
| inch 
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inch in diameter, and reaching from the 
ring in the external oblique mufcle down 
to the top of the teftis. It appeared fud-— 
denly, about four months before, and 
feemed to be the confequence of a clap | 
being too haftily flopped. He was at firft © 
attacked with fevere pain at the neck of 
_ the bladder, which ftretched to the groin, 
and down to the teftis of the fame fide. 
This, together with a conftant and pain- 
ful inclination to void urine, rendered his — 
life miferable. Nor was his diftrefsinany 
degree leflened by a courfe of mercury 
which he was immediately put under., On 
the contrary, the fwelling, which at firft 
‘was not thicker than a common quill, was 
now very confiderable. My opinion of i it 
was, that at firft it arofe from inflamma- 


tion of the vas deferens, which by degrees . _ 


had fpread to the reft of the f{permatic 
cord; but without affecting either the te- 
{tis or epididemis. As a large quantity of 
mercury had been taken, and as, inftead 
of proving ufeful, it had rather appeared | 


to do harm, the furgeon whom he employ- 
ed 
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ed was eafily perfuaded to truft the cure 
to other remedies. Local bloodletting with 
leeches was frequently repeated, both: in 
the perineum and groin. The parts were 
regularly fomented with a folution of fac- 
charum faturni.. His. bowels were kept 
eafy with gentle laxatives, and he was put 
upon a mild diet of milk and. vegetables. 
In a few days the pain.abated, and, the 
tumour gradually leffened, till at laft, af- 
ter five or fix weeks. had elapfed, it was 

entirely gone. | 
In the courfe of laft winter, I cates 
two different ‘patients, with alarming 
fymptoms about the neck of the bladder, 
evidently induced by the improper ma- 
nagement of Gonorrhceea. The parts in 
both were not merely pained, but confi- 
derably fwelled, accompanied with nearly 
a total fuppreflion of urine. Although m 
both the difcharge from the urethra had 
{topped fuddenly, I did not advife mer- 
cury. The patients being both plethoric, 
were plentifully blooded, firft at the arm, 
and afterwards repeatedly with leeches in 
the 
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the perineum. © This, with slinentsetons 
and’ opiates t6 allay the violence’ of the 
pain, affifted by! a cooling regimen. and 
gentle! nh Saal or foon: ‘completed the 
Cres? TOUMRLOL Bait? Basis) . Lest, 
Thefe inftances are given’ out of a great 
number ‘that I could adduce, merely to 
thew, that the fymptoms which fupervene — 
on the fudden ftoppage’ of a.clap, are lo- 
cAl, and not connécted with any difeate Gr, 
the conftitution, ‘which’ "they neceflariby 
would be, were they of ‘Oe hexnee nature. 
with Lues Venerea. ; : 
Tt will perhaps ‘be fie, wii ‘although 
this may have. happeniéd “iit a’ few cafes, - 
yet that in‘others there’ has 6 fe caulé to 
fufpedt, that Lués Venerea has. been’ the 
confequence of a clap difappeari ing’ in’ this 
manner. In anfwer to this, it is fuficient 
for mé to affert, that this is at leaft a’rare © 
occurrence, as T think Fam entitled to do, 
from my never having met with it) Some 
have fuppofed, that a fudden' check being 
given to the difchar ge of a clap, muft ne- 
_- ceflarily throw the matter into the blood, 
| and 
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and that pox mutt ueeatte énttie AAT oh 
Were the matter of’ the: two- difeafes: the 
fame, this would oftert’ Happen ; “fo that} 
whén' we! — ‘how that’ it Teldom happens 
even in‘ippearance, we*are’ entitled) ‘from 
this arotinent alone, to’ conclude, that they 
dre produced by ‘two ‘different kinds of 
contagion; and, where pox has appeared . 
at the fudden termination of Gonorrhea, 
that thé two'kinds of infe@ion had ‘either 
been commuicated together ar OM, what 
I have often. met with, the. patient, may, 
have received ‘the pocky” contagion: ‘by 
communication with’ a’ “difeafed” Woman 
at the very time he laboured under Go- 
norrheea... I,have already remarked, that 
_Lues Venerea. is frequently | produced “by 
abforption’ While thé? fkin’ rémains’ en- 
tire, and where no chan¢re or éxcoria- 
tion is perceptible. There is. therefore — 
much caufe to. imagine, that in long ;con- 
tinued cafes-of Gonorrhcea, many may be 
infeGed with Lues Venérea by commu- 
nication. with others labouring under it ; 
and, as this. may. happen. without any ex- 
terna} 
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ternal mark of difeafe, it is not furprifing, 
that, from this circumftance alone, fome _ 
fallacy fhould arife. } 
Thofe who: imagine that the. matter of | 
the two difeafes is the fame, admit that 
Gonorrhcea very .feldom terminates in, 
pox*, And they attempt to, account for. 
» this, 


i This is even granted by one, ebb a in every ; other 
point, keenly fupports the oppofite do@rine. In {peak- 
ing of Gonorrhea and Chancre not terminating fo fre- 
quently as might be expected in the production of each. 
‘other, he fays, ‘* Although it does not often happen, yet — 
“ it fometimes does, at leaf? there is great. reason to be- 
“© Lieve fo. 1 have feen cafes where a Gonorrhcea came 
“on, and in a few days after in fome, 1 in others as many 
** weeks, a chancre has appeared ; -and-I have alfo feen’ 
“ cafes where a chancre has come firft, and in the courfe 
* of its cure a running and pain in making water have 
“ fucceeded.” V. Treatife on the Venereal Diteale, by 
John Hunter, page 16. 

This is what every practitioner has feen ; but, by ad- 
mitting fo clearly that it isa rare occurrence, Mr Hun- 
ter tends rather to ftrengthen the contrary opinion: for, _ 
were the two difeafes produced by the fame kind of mat: | 
ter, the one would clearly and neceflarily often terminate 
in the other. In the few inftances of which Mr Hunter, 
in the courfe of extenfive practice, has met with, there is — 


more — 
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this, that-is; for the twoodifeafes not being 
produced more frequently by the applica- 
tion of the fame matter, by faying, that 
this depends upon the, difference of. cai 
to.;which the matter is applied. | 
They divide, the different ER of 
the body chiefly into. two kinds; what-they 
term Secreting furfaces and non-feereting firs 
faces. By the firft. they mean alkthe pat- 
fages for extraneous matter, including al, 
fo the dudis of glands, fuch as the mouth, 
nole; eyes, arms, and urethia; and by zon- 
Jecreting farfaces, the, external {kin in ge- 
neral. ‘Lo which jthey add a, third: kind 
of furface leading from the one to. the 
other, as the glans. penis, prolabium of the 
mouth, the infide of the lips, and the fe- 
male! pudendum::, which, -furfaces,; par- 
ViGke Te; : Oe wiilss ich iteakng 
more cauie to imagine, either that the two difeafes, were 
communicated at once, or that the one was. given while 
the patient laboured under the other, than that nature 
fhould deviate fo much from her ordinary courte as'to 
produce them in a few inftances fo very differently from 


what obvioufly peppers 2 in the courie of general obfer- 
vation. ari} 49 paOY 90s 
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taking of the properties’ of each of. the 
others, but’ in a lefs degree, are capable, 
as they fappofe, of being affected in both, 
ways, fometimes by being excited to. fe- 
cretion, and at other times'to ulceration®. — 
«Upon ‘this, their theory, or opinion of 
the point in queftion, is attempted to-be _ 
eftablifhed: When the contagion, either 
of Gonorrhea or pox, and which -they 
confider-to-be.the fame; is applied to any 
part of the external {kin particularly’ to 
the glans penis, where the kin is thin, 
chancre 6r ulcetation, they obferve, will 
moft readily enfue, as thefe are not fecret | 
ing furfaces ; while the fame kind of mat- 
ter applied tothe urethra muft neceflari- 
ly, they obferve, excite Gonorrhcea, from 
this being a fecreting furface, and there-_ 

fore not fo eafily affected with ‘ulceration. 
as with irritation ; by which an increafed 
difcharge, attended with fome change in 
the mucus of the part, mutt ices! 
be proucedh 


This, 


4 Vide jena Hunter | on “hee Ve nereal Difeate, 
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This idea, however, is more ingenious 
than folid, It might anfwer the purpofe 
of giving a {pecious appearance to an ill- 
founded. opinion, but it will not ftand the 
teft of inquiry. 

In the firft place, on the fuppofition of 
the matter of Gonorrhcea and Lues Ve- 
nerea being the. fame,.pox ought to. be 
more frequently met.with than claps, from 
the greater eafe with which the matter of 
infection muft, in. every inftance, be ap- 
plied to thofe parts on which it.can. pro- 
duce chancres than to the urethra, where, 
inftead of chancre or ulceration, it almoft 
always excites Gonorrhea. It is difficult 
indeed to conceive how the matter of in- 
fection finds accefs to the urethra; while, 
on the contrary, all the external parts of 
the penis, particularly the glans, muft be 
eafily and univerfally expofed to it: and 
yet Gonorrhcea is a much more frequent 
difeafe than pox. Cafes of Gonorrheea are 
in proportion to thofe of Chancre and Pox, 
fo far as my obfervation goes, of about 
three to one; while it is obvious, that the 

C 2 | very | 
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very “Feverle fhould Kappen, if ‘the! two - 
difeafes” were Hat ge ‘by the fame! mat- 
ier # OF Soi 

“Again, werd his the cafe, mhouilld Wi, 
not find Gonorrhcea, in a gréat proportion 
of cafes, terminating in- ‘Pox; and ‘Chatiére 
int Gdn hieeet > for! every’ oné knows, that 
in Gonodrrhtea ‘the: matter’ ts at all times 

palling” Foi’ the tréthta over’ the ‘glans 
pr prepuce, and in Chanere « from” the 
glans ‘into the’ entrance © ‘of the urethra: 
Tt ha ppens Gndeed, in a few inftanees : 
Mr’ Huntér, “Wwe “fee? has’ met with ‘fome 
cafes of a" that “the Cone’ difeafe ‘fuper- 
venes ‘upon the othiér?! but we have’ alfo’ 
feen that ‘thefe are fae occurrences 5 and, 
where’ tliey have. not’ been communica- 
ted by fubfequent egnnéaion with an in- 


fected perfon, that the two difeates have 
Manin! PEGRABIY | 


Te rN ete 


* Mr Hunter ‘fappofes, that the proportion the eafes if 
Gonorthoea heat té’thofe of Chancre, i is as four of five te 
pne, . Vide; yt reatife on the Venereal Difeafe, p.. 217. 
This is furely a Weighty argument againit the opinion 
he endeavours to fupport, of Gonorrhea and Chanere ] pror 
reedi ing from the fame contagion: 


“ £ 
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probably been given. at one and ithe fame 
time. ‘It is no argument againit this fug- 
geftion; to fay, that inftances fometimes 
occur, of Gonorrhoea appearing during the 
continuance of chancres of feveral weeks 
duration, and vice verfa ; for every prac- 
‘titioner muft have met with inftances of - 
both difeafes having appeared at.the dit- 
tance of two or thtee months from any 
expofure to infection... 

I have at this: moment a) gentleman un- 
-der cure; for.a.deep foul chancre, aitoge- 
ther within the urethra. It was of feve- 
ral weeks duration! ‘before I faw him, and 
yet no Gonorrhcea took place. He is now 
' getting well, by a complete courfe of mer- 
cury, and repeated application of cauttic. 

Similar inftances have probably. occur- 
red. to every practitioner: So lately as the 
month of April laft, Iwas called to.a gentle- 
matvwith a painful chancre on eachfide of 
theurethra. ‘The fore extended about the 
eighth part.of aninch up the paflage ; and 
the parts ‘being much inflamed, I hefitated 
tolapplycauftic: ‘This.rendered the cure 

nuns | C4 tedious, 
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tedious, but: {til! no-Gonorrhcea took place. 
“At laft; after he had taken a confiderable 
quantity of mercury, and when the chan- 
cres were looking clean, and in a healing 
ftate, he was feized with all the fymptoms 
of aifevere clap; with heat in making wa- 
ter, chordee, and a plentiful difcharge of — 
thin green matter. This, however, bore. 
all the appearance of a_ recent: infection. 
I at once faid fo to:my patient, and he | 
candidly acknowledged that he had im- 
prudently expofed himfelf, by having con- 
nection with a girl of the town, three or 
four days previous to the acceflion of thefe 
fymptoms. : | on, 
We may alfo remark, that the iitehiin se : 
from Gonorrhoea frequently becomes fo 
acrid as to excoriate the glans and prepu- 
tium, and even to_ excite avery plentiful 
- formation of matter; but every one knows 
that this is materially different from chan- 
cre. It is altogether different in appear- 
ance, and fo materially different in its ef- 
fects, that. no practitioner of experience 
will trait the cure ef chancres: to any 
| thing 
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thing but mercury, while, in. the other, 
mercury, I imagine, is very feldom em- 
ployed. However extenfive the .excoria- 
tions may be, they are eafily removed by 
local remedies ; and-I have never known 
an inftance of pox fucceeding to this kind 
of treatment. Nay, I have met with va- 
rious inftances of thefe excoriations, in 
which mercury had been freely given, 
without any advantage, and in which a 
cure was afterwards accomplifhed by the 
ufe of an aftringent wath. 

About eighteen months ago, a gentle- 
man came to town, with an extenfive ex- 
coriation over all the glans and preputium, 
attended with a large difcharge of thin 
offenfive matter. The quantity of matter 
ideed was fo confiderable, that at firft 
fight it feemed to be the difcharge.of a 
recent inveterate Gonorrhcea ; but, on 
farther examination, it appeared to pro- 
ceed entirely from the glans and prepuce, 

the clap by which it was produced being 
entirely gone. | | 
C4 He 
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' He had taken mercury for the fpacé’ of 
fix weeks; and the parts had ‘been! reous 
larly bathed in milk and ‘water, but eats 
no advantage. The difcharce continued 
as plentiful as ever, and the preputium 
was beginning to acquire fome degree of — 
thicknefs, and to be difficule to- retract. 
In the fpace ‘of a week he was’ completely | 
cured, merely by bathing the parts from 
time to time with brandy and water, and 
applying , during the night, a ‘poultice 
fiaely, impregnated Iidsine faccharum fa- 
turni. CHAS bo RNG 
This, as well as a variety of firsihan 
cafes, which, were it neceflary, TP might 
enumerate, clearly evince, not only that’ 
the matter of Gonorrhcea, when confined 
to the urethra, does not ‘terminate in'p pox; 
but ‘that it proves equally-inoffenfive td 
the conftitution, even’ where it is fo’ tharp 
and. acrid’ as to excoriate the glans and 
contiguous parts, from which a very marke: 
ed difference, I may obferve, is obvious be 
tween the matter of the two difeafes. In 
pox, even the flightett fore rarely fails ta 
3 - throw 
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throw matter into the fyflem, while ‘the 
moft extenfive excoriations ‘procéeding 
from ‘Gonorrhea are fo feldom’ found to 
injure the conftitution, that’ T have never 
i with an inflance of their doing fe. 
‘By thofe who aré fill induced to fipport 
the oppofite doctrine,’ it is ind, thar ‘the 
matter of Geonorrheea would yore fre- 
quently terminate in pox, ‘were it not for 
the mucus of the urethra with which i Gs 
blended, and by which’ they fuppofe it'te 
be rendered not only milder in its nature, 
but ,not fo apt to be‘ taken up by the ab- 
forbents. “This, however, is merely ideal; 
and no proof can be advanced in fupport 
of it. Befides, the force of the’ argument 
is entirely done away, when we fee, as I. 
have obferved above, that even where the 
matter of Gonorrheea is More acrimonions - 
than we commonly find it tobe even in 
Chancre, fo ‘as iniome inftances to pro- 
duce very-extenfive excoriations, fill no 
injury'te the conffitution ‘eniues from/it.- 
Nay, owe fee, even in fich -difeales “as 
are found to proceed from what is termed 


: | 2 
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a tranflation of the matter of Gonorrheea 
to other parts of the body, and which we 
fuppofe to happen through the medium of 
the circulation, that ftill no affeGtion of 
the conftitution proceeds from them. This | 
is particularly the cafe in thofe inftances 
of ophthalmia which fometimes proceed 
from Gonorrhea, and.inm which a confi- 
‘derable difcharge takes place, of a puri- 
form matter from the eye-lids, very fimi- 
lar to the matter of a recent clap, I have 
alfo met with inftances of patients labour- 
ing under Gonorrhcea being feized with a 
fimilar difcharge from the membrane of 
the nofe; but in none of thefe have I ever 
_ known Lues ‘Venerea enfue. .Many exam- 
ples might be adduced of each of thefe ; 
but the three following will be fafficient. 
In the year 1786, a young man applied 
‘to me, with a very troublefome painful 
difeafe in both eyes. The eye-balls. were 
not much inflamed outwardly ; but ashe 
experienced an intenfe degree of pain from 
the admiffion of light, I was led to believe 
that the retina, or other deep-feated parts 
| | of 
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of the eye, were in a ftateof inflammation; 
and the membrane of the eye-lids was not 
only inflamed, ‘but a conftant and copious 
difcharge took. place from them, of a 
greenifh yellow matter, bearing much the 
so eg of the matter of a recent clap. 

The account'which I received from him 
was this: That he had for eight or ten 
days laboured under Gonorrhoea, , the 
fymptoms of which, however, were, not 
more fevere than ufual; when, after be- 
ing heated with drinking port wine, the | 
difcharge from the urethra, which’ had 
previoufly been copious, difappeared | al- 
moft entirely. His eyes, almoft imme- 
diately thereafter, became. painful; and, 
in lefs than twenty-four hours, the dif 
charge of matter took plage from the 
eye-lids. 

The difeafe was at firft treated with 
blifters, flight evacuations of blood, and 
the ufual applications of ointments and 
collyria. Thefe not proving fuccefsful, a. 
courfe of mercury was prefcribed: but, - 
although . different ALEEMADES WERE made 


with. 
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with it, mifchief’ always enfued: from it. — 
Tt did not Teffen the difcharge, while at 
obvioufly increafed the inflammation, and — 
rendered the eyes more irritable. I there- 
fore advifed ‘this remedy to’ bé laid afide. 
A quantity of ‘blood: was: ‘taken from the 
temporal artery of one’ fide; fuch veflels: 
as were turged upon the. <eye- -balls “were 
divided ; ‘fearifications weré made inthe 
inflamed parts: ‘of ‘the’ eyelids ; 3 -poultices 
were “applied “over ‘the eyes, im which 
opium and faccharum faturni were dif- 
folved 5 and’ ‘gentle laxatives swere /gi- 
ven.” By. “thefe means ‘the paim foon 
abated ;-the ‘inflammation and difcharge 
of matter leffened-; and, in the: courfe of 
a fortnight, no fymptom “of ‘the difeafe 
remained, but'a -degree-of ifritability: on 
expofure to much light, with which both 
eyes continued: to be diftrefied for hich or 
fix months thereafter. » Nat RSA 

“Inthe courfe of tire! following: year, -on. 
being attacked: with! Gonorrhea, but ofa 
more violent nature than the formerjuhe - 


was again feized, after “expofire'to much 
cold, 
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cold; and: vidiig omhorfeback, with a Givi 
lat affeGtion of his eyes. In this inftance, 
too, bloodletting, and the other remedies 
formerly prefcribed, again proved fuceeis- 
ful ;" and he has not fince that period: had 

any return of the difeafe.). | 
_ About two years ago, I was taken to.a 
patient, who, during confinement from,a 
fwelled teftis induced by:Gonorrhcea, was 
fuddenly feized with a profufe difcharge 
of matter from one of his noftrils, very 
‘fimilar tosthé running of »a’ clap. The. 
lining: membrane of the nofe:was tender, 
and fomewhatiinflarned, but not painful; 
and I) was’ informed that the difcharge. 
from the urethra leflened before the teftis: 
became inflamed, and, vom: this. taking 
place from the nofe, ‘that it’ difappeared 
entirely. «This. fuggefted the propriety, 
of attempting to excite /a return of, the 
difcharge by the urethra; «but no .ad-: 
vatitage being derived from it, I advifed 
the difeaféin the nofe to be treated with, 
injections fimilar to what we ufe-in cafes 
of clap. An aftringent folution was thrown. 
up, occafionally with a fyringe, and at 
other 
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other times by inferting a bit of fponge. 
immerfed in it up the noftril; and in the 
courfe of a few siabe thks agri ecaled: 
entirely. B : ¢ 

- Since that period, ele eis setenl has ; 
_ been twice affected in a fimilar manner, 
and’ the fame kind of treatment. proved. 
equally fuccefsful. » No mercury was gi- 
ven, and no eens of ior? has: ever ap- 
peared. bday 3 | | 
“Ty a’ few weeks fier es recovery of; 
_ this’ patient, Iwas defiredito feeia friend of 
his, who.for feveral years had been dif 
trefled with a fimilar difcharge from both: 
noftrils. © The difcharge took place during 
the continuance of a clap; and although — 
it had frequently become lefs, it never dif: 
appeared entirely. No ulceration appear-; 
ed on the membrane of the noftrils, but it) 
was of a deep red colour, and tender over 
its whole extent. Various remedies had 
been employed ; and at laft, after the dif. 
charge had continued for upwards of three: 
years, although no other fympton appear- es 
ed, he was advifed to undergo a courfe of 

| | mercuryy: | 
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mercury. This was done inthe moft at- 
tentive manner; but no Fei enfued 
from it. 

In this fituation, I expected that the 
fame plan of treatment which proved fuc- 
cefsful in the preceding cafe, and which 
had alfo done fo in others, would likewife 
anfwer here. In this, however, I was dif- 
appointed’; for, although every variety of — 
injection was ufed that I ever employed in 
Gonorrhcea, yet no'material advantage en- 
fued from them. ©The running was fome- 
times indeed -leffened, but “it always re 
turned with equal feverity as before ; and 
although it has of Jate, even when no re- 
medies have been employed, become con- 
fiderably lefs, it ftill continues in fuch 
quantities as to prove highly diftrefsful. 
No other fymptom of the difeafe, how- 
ever, has ever occurred. - : 

As a farther proof of the difference of 
the contagion of Syphilis and Gonorrhea, 
it may be remarked, that no ftage of pox 
has ever been known to induce Gonor- 
rhoea, which furely would occafionally 


happen, 
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happen; were: the :two difeafes. baie the 
fame nature... We may alfo, remark, that; 
in numberlefs inftances, people have been 
_ poxed by the matter of Syphilis bemg. by 
accident applied. to a cut. or aferatchy:as — 
often happens with. furgeons in the dref 
fing of chancres,and buboes; but no one 
-evér heard, of a pox being got inthis man. — 
ner, from, the matter of Gonorrheeai It_ 

has! indeed been faid, that: chancres may 

be producedsby: infinuating the: matter of 


Gonorrhoea, beneath: the fkin.'; But expe- 


riments of this kid are productive of fuch 
anxiety and diftrefs,. that they never have 
been, nor ‘ever probably will be; repeated 
io. frequently as the nature of the fubjed 
would require... Nothing, therefore, can, 
be admitted from, this argument; for,:im 
arder to avoid fallacy, and to give fuxppert 
to the opinion, thefe- experiments. would 
not only. require to be conducted. with ac- 
curacy, but to be numerous, and repeat- 
_ed.on a yariety of patients, under every 
poilible) variety of, circumftances ; 3 whereas! 


we have heard of only a fingle experiment 


OF 
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or two being made by any individual; and 
even thefe feem to haye been made under 
the management of fuch as were ftrongly 
and obyioufly biafled in favour of one fide 
of the queftion. . 

. In oppofition to thefe, too, t may men- 
tion, that, induced by fome late publica- 
tions, two young gentlemen of this place 
have made fome experiments upon them- 
elves, with a view to afcertain the point 
in. difpute; but the refult was, materially 
different from what is faid to have hap- 
pened in the experiments to which I al- 
Iude.. By the mtroduction of the matter 
of chancres, as well as of buboes, into the 
urethra, fome pain and irritation were ex- 
cited, but no Gonorrhoea enfued ; and, by 
_ fretting the fkin of the prepuce and glans 
with a lancet, and rubbing the parts with 
the matter of Gonorrhea, flight fores 
were produced; but they did not affume 
the appearance of chancres, and they 
healed eafily without the ufe of mercury. 
——For the reafons, however, which I have 
given, we cannot place much dependence 

Vor. I, | D Upon. 
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upon thefe or any other experiments ‘that’ 
Have as yet been made upon the fub- 
jects we muft truft therefore. to experience. 
and obfervation in the ordinary. courfe of 
practice for means to afcertain it.’ 64 
The other faét on which the dodtrine 
that I wifh to eftablith refts, is, that Go- 
‘norrhcea and Syphilis have appeared at 
different times in the fame countries, and 
in fome inftances have remained ‘diftina 
and uncombined for a great length of 
time. Pee 
if the two eateared were of the fame 
nature, and produced ‘by the fame conta- 
cion, they would have appeared nearly at 
the fame time in every country to. which 
the infection was carried.. This‘does not 
appear, however, from the hiftory’ of ‘the 
difeafe, to have been the cafe. - From ‘the 
earlier writers upon the venereal difeafe, 
it is.evident, that the Lues Venerea was 
known in Europe at leaft forty years be- 
fore the ‘Gonorrhcea Virulenta. Doéor 
Aftruc, whofe accuracy and minute atten- 
tion to the fybject has not heen equalled 
3 : Ry 
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by any, afferts, that in his time Gonor- 
thoea had not been long known in "China; 
although we know that the Lues Venerea 
had*long prevailed in that country : and 
it would appear, notwithftanding’ of “al 
that has been faid to the contrary, - that 
, tHe Lués Venerea was. imported to the 
ifland of Otaheite a confiderable time be- 
fore Gonorrheea. ° It feems to have been 
carried to that and other iflands in the 
South Seas by the very firtt Enropean na=° 
. vigators who touched there, ~and'to have © 
remained difting, without being connected 
with Gonorrhced, for a very confiderable 
time; for, when Captain Cook ‘vilited thefe 
iflands in his fecond voyage, Ihave au- 
thority for faying, that’ Gondrrhcea had 

not then appeared“mn them. ! 
Thefe hiftorical fads all tend to prove, 
that where only one of. thefe difeafes has 

been imported to a particulAs dittrict, . 
has always remained difling, without pro- 
ducing the: other ;:and which we'cannot 
fuppofe would have happened, if both were 
formed by the fame. contagion... And, in 
D 2 addition 
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add: ition to. thefe, I may add another, not 
icfs remarkable, the truth of which may 
be afcertained by all who incline to in- 
quire concerning it, as the fcene of it lies 
in our own country. : 
In various parts of Scotland, particular- 
ly in fome parts of the Highlands 5 in Gal- 
loway, and in Dumfriesfhire ; the common 
people have, fora great length of time, been 
afflicted with the Lues Venerea, under the 
denomination, in fome places of Yaws, in 
others of Sibbens; and which, from thofe 
who labour under it having no commuiuca- 
tion with thofe infected with Gonorrheea, 
has ftillretained its original, unmixed form, 
without a fingle inftance, fo far as I know, 
£ Gonorrhcea having been ever produced 
oy it *, Tr here is evidence, in fome of 


thefe 


* This I conceiye to have happened from fie difeafe | 
in thefe diftri&s prevailing almoft entirely among poor 
country people, whofe manners do not expofe them ta 

the hazard of being infeéted with Gonorrhea. None, 
however, can efcape the Sibbens who are much i In com- | 
pany with thofe who labourunderit; and fo nuch are they 
“eonvinced of its being the fame difeafe with Lues Ve- 

Mace ‘ peed, 
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thefe diftridts, of this difeafe having pre- 
yailed among them for upwards of feventy 
years: Nay, in fome of them, it is faid, - 
from tradition, to have been left there by 
the foldiers of Oliver Cromwell, and to 
have been given, fince that period, by one 
generation to’ another; and, although I 
have had opportunities of feeing many 
hundred people labouring under it, with 
ulcers in the throat, nodes of the bones, 
fungous excrefcences about the anus, 
blotches over the body, with almoft every 
other fymptom of Syphilis, yet not an in- 
ftance has occurred to me, as I have ob-- 
ferved above, nor have I heard of any, 
where Gonorrhcea took place init. Whe- 
ther it is that the infected conceal it lone- 
er than ufually happens in towns, I fhall 
not pretend to determine ; but certain it is, 
that the fymptoms of Sibbens are more in- 
yeterate than we commonly find them to be 
in the ordinary form of Lues Venerea. 
§ hae D3 _ They 


nerea, that even thofe who get it in the moft innocent 
manner, aré fo much afhamed of it, that they never 
fpeak of it as long as it can pollibly be kept fecret, 
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They are. certainly more infectious; fo 
that the flighteft communication is apt to 
produce the difeafe. The fymptoms fpread 


more rapidly, and a greater quantity of — 


mercury is, for the moft part, required to 
remove them; but ftill Gonorrhcea never 
enfues from them *; ; ae: 

Some years ago, a silo te very fimilar 
to this broke out among: the country peo- 


ple of Canada, owing, as was imagined, to 


_ communication with fome of the foldiers 


quartered among them, who were infected. 


with Lues Venerea... It is attended, as is 
the cafe with Sibbens in Scotland, with all 
the fymptoms of Syphilis, in the moft vi- 
rulent form of that difeafe; and it is fo 
very infectious as to be communicated by 


eating or drinking out of the fame vefiel, 


or drying with the fame cloth that has 


been ufed by thofe who labour under it. : 


It: often enters the conftitution by abforp- 
tion from the furface, without any previ- 
ous ulceration: In. which cafe. it. afters. 


Wands 


* Fora ries account of Sibbens,’ fee Chapter 1 ee 
section VIT. °°. et 


®. 
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wards breaks out in buboes, nodes, ulcers, 
and other fymptoms of a confirmed Lues; ~ 
but not an inftance, I am informed, has. 
happened, of Gonorrhea being peeaad 
by it. 

This, as sats as uae has occurred*in . 
the progrefs of Sibbens, is precifely what _ 
happened with Lues Venerea, when it firft 
appeared 1 in Europe, as well as at.a late — 
period in the South Seas; fo that there ~ 
cannot be a doubt of the fame circum- 
ftances taking place wherever Syphilis 
only is communicated.. We have feen, in 
all thefe inftances, that Gonorrhcea has 
never arifen from it, which furely it often 
would have done if the two difeafes were 
of the fame nature, and produced by the 
fame contagion. They could never, in 
that cafe, have remained for any length 
of time fo diftincét and precifely marked ; 
for the one muft neceflarily, in aaah 
every inftance, have foon been productive 
of the other. 

. Asa farther fupport of sis. opinion, I. 
may: add, that if the two difeafes were of 
D 4 3 the 
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che fame nature, and produced by the fame 
infection, the remedies proving ufeful in 
the one might be expected to prove like- 
wife fo in the other. Inftead of this, we 
find that the remedies upon which we de- 
pend with moft certainty in Gonorrheea, 
have no influence in the cure of Syphilis ; 
while mercury, which is the only remedy, 
as I have obferved above, upon which any 
dependence can be placed for the cure of 
Syphilis, does not, in Gonorrhcea, produce 
any advantage. Nay, that in fome cafes, 
it evidently does harm. 

We alfo know, that Gonorrheea will 
often terminate whether any remedy be 
employed or not, merely by moderate Ii- 
ving, and keeping the parts regularly 
clean. The difeafe by this alone’ will, in 
-moft inftances, become gradually milder, 
till at laft it will difappear entirely. No 


fuch thing, however, happens in Lues Ve- 


nerea. In this, as 1 have already remark- 
ed, even the mildeft fymptom: becomes 
daily worfe, unlefs mercury ‘be employed; 

ws howy otto tt tay Dano 
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nor will any practitioner of experience 
truft the cure even of the flighteft chancre 
to any other remedy. : 
Upon this evidence alone, of the me- 
thod of cure of the two difeafes being fo 
effentially different, we might, I think, 
conclude that they are different in their 
nature, and that they proceed from diffe- 
rent contagions. Were they of the fame 
nature, and proceeding from the fame 
caufe, it is not poffible to conceive that 
any medicine would act as a certain cure 
for the one and do harm in the other; and 
yet every practitioner will admit that mer- 
cury is the only remedy hitherto known, 
upon which we can depend for the cure 
of Lues Venerea, while it evidently often 
does harm, as I have already obferved, in 
Gonorrhea. | 
If the fubject now under difcuffion was 
merely fpeculative, I fhould not have en- 
tered fo minutely into its for in that cafe 
it would have been a matter of indiffe- 
rence, both to practitioners and patients, 
whether 
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whether the two difeafes were of the fame 
- nature or not; but, as the treatment of Go- 
norrhcea fhould have much. dependence _ 
upon this circumftance, I judged. it pro- 
per, before proceeding to treat, of, it,, to 
make this attempt to have the point in 
queftion afcertained. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER. IL. 


Of Gonorrhea Virulenta, 


ur dr OING fon 
General Obfervations on the Symptoms, Caufes, 
and Seat of Gonorrhea Virulenta. 


4 VERY difcharge of matter from the 
urethra, excited by impure(coition, 

is termed Gonorrhcea Virulenta. As the 
‘term implies a difcharge of femen, and 
as this difeafe is not neceflarily attended 
with any feminal evacuation, it is here 
obvioufly mifapplied ; but I think it bet-- 
ter to retain even a faulty denomination, 
when - 
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when very univerfally received, than to 
incur the hazard arifing from the confu- 
fion which might enfue from the eee 
of amendments. 

The period at which the difcharge takes 
place, after expofure to infection, is al- | 
ways uncertain. I have known it happen 
in a few hours ; often in the courfe of a 
day or two, although in fome inftances 
not till feveral weeks have elapfed. From 
the third or fourth day, to the feventh and 
eight, is the moft frequent period. 

This does not appear, however, to have 
any effect on the nature or violence of the - 
{fymptoms. Some indeed have imagined, 
that the difeafe muft be mild or fevere ac- 
cording as it appears early or late after 
the matter of infection has been applied ; 
but this does not accord with my obferva- 
tion. I have often known the fymptoms 
mild when they appeared. early after eX- 
pofure to infection, and fevere when much 
time had elapfed., “In a very obftinate 
cafe of Gonorrhcea, the running did not 


ey till nearly the ninth week from 
the 
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the time of infection. A gentleman fail- 
ed from Jamaica two days after having 
connection with a woman of fufpicious 
character. No fymptoms appearing till 
feveral weeks had elapfed, he concluded 
that he had efcaped ; when, two days be- 
fore coming into port, being the fifty- 
eight of his voyage, a very copious run- 
ning appeared. 

In fome few cafes, the difcharge takes 
place without the patient having any warn- 
ing of its approach; but, for the moft 
part, it is preceded by fymptoms indica- 
ting fome degree of inflammation in the 
urethra: A fenfe of fulnefs and tightnefs 
is felt over all the under part of the pe- 
nis; the patient has a more: frequent de- 
fire than ufual to void urine, accompanied 
with a peculiar kind of itching heat along 
the urethra, at the fame time that the ex. 
tremity of that canal is obferved to be of 
a more deep red colour than ordinary, 
and more than ufually tender to the touch, 
In fome cafes, too, the urethra feems to 
be cpntracted, or leffened in its diameter ; 

the 
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the’ urine coming off in a PreARH much 
frnaller than natural, while at other times 
itis forked) as i the Paiigs was s divided 
Wie ah ie pra Ue ee 
On the firtt appearance of the aipchardel 
itis fometimes white, and’ ‘nearly of the 
confiftence of purulent ‘ matter ; ‘but, for 
thé moft part) it is thin, 4nd of a yellow 
green colour. In fome cafes’it is brown, 
refembling the difcharge of old fcorbutic 
fores, and in‘others it confifts almoft: en- 
tirely of blood, owing to the erofion’ or _ 
‘rupture of one or more blood“veffels in the — 
urethra. In‘a'great proportion ‘of cafes; 
the difcharge of matter; and fcalding heat 
in making water, are the only fymptoms 
which take place; but in others, thefe are 
accompanied with chordee, or ‘panting in- 
voluntary ére@tions ; with much uneafi- 
efs in the téftes, which frequently be- 
‘come fo tender and irritable that''the — 
flichteft touch’ excites pain.’ Severe de- 
grees of pdin'often ftretch from the peitis 
to the Mae and isch 3 and im fome 


ow * 


ait cafes 


3 iv 
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cafes over ‘all the abdominal vifcera, par- 
rigularly over the under part 6f the belly. 

In fome cafes ‘the chordée,‘and in others 
thofe: fympathetic pains’ ftretching to'the 
$roins, and contiguous parts, ‘are the moft 
diftrefsful fymptoms of the difeafe. T have 
known the latter fo fevere’as to render 
the ‘patient unable to’ make any bodily 
exertion ; 3; while the chordee, which ‘is 
ufaally worft in bed, is apt to at Soh fo 
entirely of fleep. to 

Befides thefe pains in the ‘parts conti- 
guous to the’penis, and which we fuppofe 
to be chiefly the effe@ of nervous ifrita- 
bility, the glands in the ¢roin in fome in- 
{tances {fwell, and become hard ; but, ui 
lefs the running be accompanied with 
chancres, thefé fwellings very commonly 
fubfide, and‘d6 not proceed to fuppurate ; 
an important faét, which may be ‘confi- 
dered as an additional: proof to what ‘was: 
Mentioned in‘the laft chapter, of the dif: - 


ference between SSonorrhesa and Lues Ve- 
pier 6a. 4 : te we ied 
~ 3! ite ; : § i “ts 3 Tt ey In 
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.In the courfe of the difeafe the glans 
penis fometimes becomes, red, and: in- 
flamed, and .a -yellow foetid matter oozes 
‘from its whole furface. . In fome this, is 
accompanied with evident ulceration :. in. 
others the fkin remains entire, and. ‘the 
matter is obferved, upon preflure, to pro- 
ceed. from. an’ infinite number, of fmall 
points. In both they are fuppofed, by 
many, to proceed from the mattvr pafling 
out of the urethra, and allowed, by the 
negligence of the patient, to reft.too long 
upon the tender cuticle of the glans ; but, 
in fome inftances, this inflammatory affec- 
tion of the glans, and difcharge with 
which it is accompanied, takes place of 
qtfelf, and without any difcharge from the 
urethra. In which cafe, from the refem- — 
blance which the matter bears to that of — 
Gonorrhea, it has ufually been termed 
Gonorrheea Spuria. This inflammation 
occafionally {preads to the prepuce, in 
which it very commonly excites fome de- 
gree of contraction. When the prepuce 
becomes fo much ftraitened that it cannot 

be 
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be drawn back, a difeafe is formed, which 
we term Phymofis; and, when it contracts 
behind the glans, a difeafe termed Paras 
phymofis takes place. 3 
Although in Gonorrhcea fome degree of 
uneafinefs is ufually felt along the whole 
courfe of the urethra, yet we know, that 
in moft inftances, the feat of the difeafe 
lies within an inch, or little more, of the — 
point of the penis. Ina few cafes, how- 
ever, whether from maltreatment of the 
difeafe, from the infection being more 
than ufually virulent, or from peculiarity 
of conftitution of the patient, the difeate 
fpreads backward till it extends over»the 
whole length of the urethra, even to the 
bladder itfelf. The proftate gland and 
internal coat of the bladder become af- 
fected, and fympathetic pains firetch from 
thefe parts along the ureters to the kid- 
neys. vat | 
When the bladder becomes in this man- | 
ner difeafed, the ftate ef the patient is, for 
the moft, extremely miferable: he. feels 
almoft a‘conftant defire to pais water, 
Vor. I. EB. accompanied 
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| accompanied with fevere preflure or ewe! 
ing down upon the parts affected, proceed- — 

ing from involuntary {pafmodic contrac- 
tions ef the abdominal mufcles. The 
whole region of ‘the loins, particularly 
about the kidneys, becomes fo painful and > 
irritable, that much diftrefs is excited by 
whatever tends to bring the mufcles of — 


 thefe parts into action, and the patient often 


complains of a very diftrefsful degree of 
- tenefmus, and of a frequent fhooting pain 
about the anus and neck of the bladder. | 

In this ftage of the difeafe there is fel- 
deg any confiderable difcharge from the 
urethra; but, for the’ moft part, a large 
quantity of very. vifcid-foctid-mueus is dif 
covered in the urine, which, in the courfe — 
of a few hours, fubfides, and: adheres fo 
firmly to the fides of the vERe as not to 
be eafily feparated. ~ 3 

When Gonorrhea i either ac im- 
properly treated, or when much ‘inflam- 
mation ‘takes. place from any. other caufe, 
the teftes ‘are apt to {well.and:inflame, and 
_ .abfcefies often form in Cowper's glands, 


as 
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as well as in other parts of the urethra. 
When thefe burft outwardly, or when the 
urine by any means finds accefs to. the 
collections of matter, they not only prove 
the fource of fevere diftrels to the patient, 
but of much perplexity to the pradtitioner, 
as they frequently baffle every attempt that 
is made for removing them. 
‘It will readily be conceived that all the 
fymptoms which I have defcribed are {el- 
dom met with in the fame patient, and that 
they will take place in very different de- 
erees in different cafes. This is particular- 
ly remarkable in the quantity of difcharge, 
which, in fome inftances, 1s fo trifling as 
fcarcely to €éxcite any. inconvenience, 
whilft, in others, it is fo profufe as to 
prove highly diftrefsful. In fome too, the 
heat of urine is fo inconfiderable as not 
to deferve notice; and in fuch. inftances 
alfo, the defire to pafs water is feldom fre- 
quent; while, in others, thefe fymptoms are 
both to fevere as to prove highly diftrefs- 
ev as Sheree 

hee ye Eo2 In 
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In moft inftances of Gonorrheea the ex- © 
ternal inflammation is confined to the ex+ 
tremity of the urethra; but, im fome cafes, 
it runs fo high as to fpread over the whole 
glans, where it might be expected to ter-_ 
minate, as inflammatory affections in other 
parts of the body moft frequently do, in 
the formation of abfcefies. This, how- 
ever, very rarely happens. I have obfer- 
ved_ above, that, in a few inftances, a pu- 


Se matter OOZES from the whole 
 furface of the inflamed elans ; ; but I have | 


fcarcely known an inftance of any exten- . 
five abfcefs in the fubftance of the glans. 
The inflammation, for the moft part, ter. 
minates by difperfion. Ina few cates it 


ends in mortification. 


In women the fymptoms of F Gonorthiess 


are, for the moft part, much milder than 


in men. It fometimes happens that a flow 
of matter is all that occurs; and, as the 
difcharge is very fimilar to the matter of 


fluor albus, the two difeafes are often mif- a 


taken for one another. 


eu 
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This abfence of pain, however, takes 
place only where the vagina is the feat of 
the difeafe. When the urethra is affected, 
the fymptoms are nearly the fame as in 
the other fex.. A diftrefsful degree of ir- 
ritation occurs at the extremity of the 
urethra, accompanied with heat of urine, 
and a very frequent defire to pafs water. 
In fome cafes the inflammation {preads to 
the bladder, and even to the kidneys, ute- 
rus and ovaria; or, at leaft, thefe parts 
come to be fo much affected with pain, as 
to give caufe to fufpect that they are in a 
ftate of inflammation. Pain, even in a 
fevere degree, will no doubt occur from 
nervous fympathy. alone, and this I believe 
to be frequently the cafe here; but I have 
met with different inftances of a confider- 
able degree of inflammation being excited 
by Gonorrheea in all the parts which I 
have mentioned: that is, they have be- 
come fwelled, hard, and exceflively pain- 
ful, infomuch that the flighteft touch 
would create a great degree of diftrefs; 
and «blood-letting with other evacuations, » 

| EF were 


54. General Obfervations on — Ch. Tp | 


were the only remedies from which relief — 
was obtained. In fome cafes the matter’ 
is fo fharp and acrid as to excoriate the’ 
clitoris, nymphe, and labia pudendi. This’ 
excites much uneafinefs ; more: than ever 
takes place in’ men from a mere affection 
of the external parts ; for, as thefe parts | 
are in women ‘prefled upon in fitting, the 
flichteft decree of inflammation is, from — 
this caufe alone, productive of much dif’ 
trefs. They are often obliged to remain 
conftantly in bed ; being unable cintien to 
walk, ftand, or fit. | op 
- It'is impoffible, in any cafe af Gener’ 3 
rhoea, to determine at firft, in what man- 
ner it will end; for we often find the 
moft fevere, as well as the moft obftinate 
difcharge, fucceed to the mildeft fymp- — 
toms, while in fome cafes the difcharge 
ends quickly and eafily, where the Sane 
toms at firft were fevere. An opinion 
commonly prevails, that the difeafe will. 
be mild, and of fhort duration, where the 
running is white or yellow; and that it 
will neceflary prove fevere and tedious, 
: where | 
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where it is: at firft green, or much ting- ; 


ed with blood. This, however, is far 
from being univerfal ; for inflances occur 
daily, of .the running proving tedious, 
where it was at;firft of the colour and con- 


fiftence of purulent matter, while others, . 


_ often happen of its ending quickly, where 
the matter was at firft either deeply ting- 
ed with blood, or of a deep green colour. 
In the progrefs of. Gonorrheea, we 
reckon it a favourable circumftance .to 
obferve the matter become thick and. 
ropy-: This cannot indeed be mentioned, 
as.an infallible proof of the diicharge 


being foon to terminate; but it is, un-_ 


doubtedly, a very .defirable appearance. 
When the difcharge does not foon be- 


come ropy, it is apt to terminate in gleet, 


the moft. perplexing fymptom in the dif 
eafe, and of which we fhall fpeak more 
particularly in an, enfuing chapter. 


1 fhall hereafter have occafion tp abs: 


ferve, that a difcharge, very fimilar to the 
matter of Gonorrhcea virulenta, may be 
produced by different caufes: At prefent 

eat aks eek eigaat 
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it is only neceflary to remark,’ ‘that, 
this difeafe, the difcharge i 1s obvioutly ne 
effe& of irritation excited in the mem- 
brane of the urethra and contiguous parts, 
by matter from an infected A — 
applied to them. » en 4 : hg 
Some difference of opinion has’ Arifen 
of the manner in which the matter‘of in-’ 
fedion is communicated to the urethra. 
By fome it is fuppofed to be firft abforbed 
from the furface’of the glans, and after-. . 
wards depofited on the membrane of'the 
utethra ; as they do not think that it can: 
pafs directly into the urethra, during CO* 
ition. No good reafon, ‘however, can be’ 
given for this opinion: it appears more> 
probable that the matter at firft finds ac- 
cels between the lips of the urethra 3 thar: 
it afterwards fpreads, ina gradual man- 
ner, along the paflage, by mixing with 
the mucus with which it meets, and that 
the progrefs which it makes, will, in a 
ereat meafure, depend. upon the parts to 
which it is applied being more or lefs fuf- 
ceptible of inflammation; upon the Zen 
neral 
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neral ftate of health of the patient; upon 
his manner of living ; ; and ratia upon 
other caufes. | 
I do not conceive, néploe ee that the; 
kind of matter by which the difcharge is. 
produced has fo much influence on the: 
violence or duration of the fymptoms as 
has been imagined. It is indeed the opi- 
nion of fome that a fevere and obftinate 
eafe seman may always be traced to an 
-infe@tion of fome peculiar degree of viru- 
lency ; but this will not be found to hap- 
pen with any kind of uniformity. So far 
as my obfervation goes, it is nearly the 
fame in Gonorrhoea as in {mall pox. -The 
mildnefs or violence of fymptoms does 
not appear to depend upon the matter by 
which the difeafe is produced fo much 
as upon other circumftances. Hence the 
fame woman will, under the fame infection, 
communicate the moft virulent fymptoms 
to one perfon, and the mildeft to another. 
That much depends upon the habit of 
body of the patient, and upon his man- 
ner of living, will fcarcely be doubted: 
Of 
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OF this the following fat will ferve as an 
illuftration. Three gentlemen, who aflocia- 


ted much together, and who were:accufto-~. 


med to live freely,returning onenight from 
a drinking ‘club, refolved to vifit a girl of 
the town, and a friend: went along with them 

who-had that night been a -vifitor in their — 
fociety, but who ufually lived with much 
fobriety. They all had: connedtion with 


the fame girl. Each of the three affo- — : 


ciates had a very fevere clap, while the 
other, who alfo received the infection, had 
the difeafe in the: mildeft. form! | This 
would not, even in’ fimilar circumftances 
always happen, as we fometimes find peo? 
ple who live with much! circumfpection, 
liable’to very fevere degrees’ of Gonore 
rhoea; but, for the moft part) the degree 
of violence of the difeafe has a certaim de- 


_ pendence on the courfe of life to which 


the patient is accuftomed. | 
The matter of Gonorrhea being fimilar 

to that of fores in other parts of the body, | 

and the quantity being often very confider- , 


‘able, : it ae till of late, the ae opi- : 


nion © 
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nion, that it arofe from fores or ulcers in the 
urethra. “We now know, however, that in 
Gonorrhcea the parts are feldom ulcerated, 
and whenever ulcers take place, that. they 
may betraced to fome accidental caufe, fuck 
as the rupture of ‘a blood-veffel, in no de- 
gree neceflarily connected with the exift- 
ence of the difeafe. On diffection, after, 


£ 


death, itis found, almoft in-every inftance,\ 
that the membrane of the urethra is en= 


tire, and that the matter is. sta By 


inflammation alone. Fig Va : 
Ie had long bee known, that on diffec- 


tion, imftances: occafionally: occurred in 


which no degree! of ulceration in the ure-_ 


thra was difcovered. This, however, was 
confidered as a fingular occurrence, and 
that it did not happen but where: the 
fymptoms were uncommonly mild; for 
at that time it was fuppofed, that ulcera- 
tion, or a deftruction of parts, was requi- 
fite for the production of matter. But we 
now know, that this is by no means the 
cafe, and that an inflamed furface, even 
where no abrafion is perceived, will pro- 

| duce 


ed 


ie: 


Yo 
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duce all the varieties of matter which 
fores ever afford, and that different kinds 
of animal fluids may be converted into. 
thefe, merely by being. cea in certain as 
grees of heats.) - rnc 

By this the difficulty is eee linge 
otherwife we muft have experienced. in 
accounting for the large quantities of mat- 
ter daily difcharged froni:thé urethrain ~ 


ahimdanty that nothing Jefs than an affec- 
tion of the whole extent of that canal 
could afford: it... Now thofe who imagine 
that the matter proceds from ulcers, have 
never gone fo far as to fay that the ure- 
thra is ever ulcerated through its whole 
length; nor could it probably happen, 
but with fuch confequences as very fel- | 
dom enfue from Gonorrhea. © tty 

. The circumiftance to which I altinde | 
fete an unanfwerable objeGtion to the — 
idea of ulcers being frequent in Gonor- 
rhoea, even although no opportunities 
had occurred of proving it by diffection. 
Where the membrane of the urethra is in 


any 


Pid 
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any point ruptured, either by the burfting 
of an abfcefs into it, or by any other caulé, 
the moft diftrefsful confequences univer- 
fally enfiie: By the urine paffing into the . 
contiguous parts, fwellings are produced 
which ufually terminate in fiftulous open- 
ings, that prove always tedious, painful, 
and of uncertain event. Every practi- 
tioner knows, that even the flighteit com- 
munication between the urethra and con- 
tiguous parts is apt to terminate in this 
mannér; fo that, if the matter of Gonor- 
rheea arofe from. ulceration, the confe- 
quences of almoft every cafe, would necef+ 
farily prove more fevere than we ever, ia 
any initance, find them to be. 

Inlong continued Gonorrheea, the mem- 
brane of the urethra is apt to be fo relax- 
ed, that fungous produdions form in dif- 
ferent parts of it. Thefe not only im- 
pede’ the paflage of the urine, but, beco: 
ming foft and tender, they at lait ulcerate; 
and throw out very abundant quantities 
of matter. This, however, is not the 
caufe of Gonorrheea, but mer¢ly the efiect 

of 
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of it.. It pee proceeds from mifmanage- | 
ment, either on the part of the patient or 
practitioner; and fometimes from. fome 
-conftitutional. difeafe to which the pabign 
at the time may be liable. 7 
Inftead of ulceration, we find, that i ina 
great proportion of cafes, there is merely 
a flight degree of inflammation, extending 
from the extremity of the glans to an inch 
or perhaps an inch and. half up the ure- 
thra. In more obftinate cafes, Cowper’s 
glands, with their ducts which terminate 
in the urethra, are found affeed. Ina 
third ftage of the difeafe, the proftate 
gland, and contiguous parts of the urethra, 
are inflamed ; and in the fourth, and what 
may be reckoned the moft diftrefsful flage 


Ma OF clap, the internal coat of the bladder 1 Ag 


found inflamed. For the moft party, the 
inflammation is confined to. the. neck. of 
the bladder; but I have met with inftan- 
ces of its being perceptible over the whole 
of it, and of its even extending “lope the - 
ureters to the kidneys. 
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This inflammation, however, is chiefly 
obvious at firft. Ona long continuance 
of the difeafe, the parts affected, inftead 


of being either inflamed, or in a ftate of 


ulceration, are merely of a more pale co- 
lour than natural; the membrane of the 
urethra is found foft and relaxed; and co- 
loured mucus or matter may be. prefled 
out from an infinite number of {mall 
points over every part of it that has been 
difeafed. 

This is precifely what happens with 
every membrane that has remained long 
‘under a flight degree of inflammation, 
pasHieulatly with the membrane of the 
nofe and hea. Thefe parts often af- 
ford very 
ter, fora great length of time, or of mucus 
that much refembles matter ; and yet, up- 
on diffection, they are feidom or never 
found in a ftate of ulceration, the tra- 
chea being for the moft part only flightly 


vfiderable quantities of mat-— 


inflamed. - 1 may here indeed remark, that. 


the refemblance between Gonorrhcea and 
Catarrh, is, in certain flages of the two 


difeafes, 


i th aT 
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difeafes, very remarkable. They feem 
both to originate from inflammation ex-, 
cited upon a membraue. The matter of 
the one is in many inftances very fimilar 
to that of the ether. They feem both to 
be entirely local; and the parts on which 
they are feated are, after death, found to 
be. affected in a fimilar manner. : 
But although, in the latter flages of 
Gonorrheea, in which opportunities for ex- 
amining the ftate of the parts after death 
chiefly occur, the inflammation’ is found 
to be for the moft part inconfiderable, yet, 
in the commencement of the difeafe, the 
parts are often highly inflamed, particu- 
larly when thofe about theymeck of the 
bladder are affeGed. This i obvious from 
the fymptoms ; more efpecially from the 
violent pain which always takes place, as 
well as from the antiphlogiftic remedies 


employed for the CHR of the difeafe. 


SE C- 
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SECTION II. 


Of the Prognofis in Gonorrhea Virulentas 


EN every difeafe, it is of importance for 
practitioners to be able to fay at what 
time and in what manner it will end. In > 
none is this kind of information more anxi- 
oufly defired than in Gonorrhea. The 
hopes and fears of patients lead them 
equally to with for it; but, from various 
caufes, and. more particularly from want 
of attention to the exact fite of the difeafe, 
the duration*of Gonorrhcea has always 
been a matter of much uncertainty. | 
I have obferved above, that four diffe- 
rent fet of parts are found on diffecion 
to be the feat of Gonorrhcea. -.When the 
difcharge proceeds from the parts near to 
the extremity of the penis, as happens in 
a great proportion of cafes, there is for 
the moft part, much caufe to hope that a 
Vox, I. F cure: 
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ae will foon be obtained. In fach ins 
ftances, when the patient is otherwife in 
good health, and does mot interrupt the 
progrefs of the cure by improper conduét, 
‘the difeafe will not commonly endure a 
fortnight. Nay, in fuch sircunianceie a, 
cure is often. obtained in two or three _ 
days: but, whenever the upper part of the 
urethra is affected, particularly when the’ 
proftate gland and other parts abotit the 
neck of the bladder ate difeafed, the run- - 
ning, in almoft every inflance, proves ob- 
ftinate. Even our moft ‘ewerfill reme-— 


dies in other cafes of clap are here dovbt- 


ful in their éffeG@s. Hence no certain 
opinion can be formed of the event of the 
difeafe. | 

When thefe deep-featéa paits are affec- 
ted, Gonorrhcea proves always tedious 
whatever the habit of body may bey par 
ticularly if ‘the éonftitution 4s affeded 
with fcrophula: In fcrophulous patients, 
indeed, even the moft fimple cafe of clap 
is’ apt to ‘become obftinate ; of which I 
have met with fuch a nurnber' of: inftaniees, 
| “that. 
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that wheréver the two are combined, I al- 
Ways give a guarded prognofis of the time 
_ neceflary for a cure. The difeafe is no 
doubt in fome inflances eafily cured, even 
im patients of this defeription; but, for 
the moft part, the difcharge goes on for 
a great length of time, and refifts, for a 
longer period than ufual, the effe@ of © 
every remedy we employ to remove it. _ 
This uncertainty that we frequently 
meet with in the treatment of Gonorrhea, 
and the great length of time to which the 
difcharge, in fome inftances goes on, to- 
gether with the many untoward and un- 
expected occurrences which often happen 
during the cure, tend altogether to render 
this branch of practice the moft diftrefs- 
ful of any in the province of medicine. 
In a great proportion of cafes a cure with 
proper treatment is eafily and fpeedily 
obtained ; but every candid practitioner 
_ willadmit, that cafes often occur, in which 
the difcharze continues obftinate for a 
great length of time, even under, the ufe 
of the moft powerful remedies with which 
Fg we 
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we are e acquainted. But, by diftinguifh- 
ing between one ftage of the difeafe and. 
another, and thus giving an opinion to 
patients of the probable event of it, prac- 
‘titioners would avoid a good deal of em- 
- baraffment which they often experience 
from giving jfo. indifcriminately as they 
commonly do, a favourable prognofis at 
the commencement of every cafe that oc- 
curs to them. 5 dae 
“In forming a prognofis, it * always 
to be kept in view, that however mild 
the fymptoms may be at firft, they may 
very quickly and unexpectedly become - 
fevere, by the difeafe proceeding from one 
part of the urethra to another, or even by 
the inflammation in the part which was. 
at firft affected becoming more fevere. 
This arifes from various caufes, and often 
from circumftanees which it is not in the 
power of practitioners to prevent. It 
fometimes occurs, indeed, from the ufe 
of improper remedies ; particularly from 
acrid injections being ufed with too much 
freedom ; but it happens much more fre- 
| quently 
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guently from other caufes, particularly 

from the tendency which inflammation in 
one part of a membrane has to {pread itfelf 
over the whole of it: as wellas to the mif- 

conduct of patients, who, inftead of living 
as they ought to do, very commonly go 
on, during the cure, in the fame courfe of 
riot and debauchery by which they were 
at firft expofed to infection. Some pa- 
tients, even under fuch circumftances, will 
no doubt get well; but there is not a- 
more undoubted fa@ than this, that the 
cure of the difeafe is for the | moft part 
both difficult and uncertain, where the 
patient lives in a riotous and intemperate - 
manner. | 


F3 His 1S Ge 
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SECT S ON IIL, 


General Obfer vations on the Cure of | Conor. 
rete Virulenta, | | 


“NONORRHOEA, as I have obferved ae 
- bove, wasnever, tillof late, confidered 
asa local difeafe. It was fuppofed at all. 
times to affeé@ the conftitution, fo that a 
cure was never attempted but by remedies 
which operate upan the fyftem at large. 
For a contiderable time mercury was 
chiefly relied upon. | It was emplayed on 
the fuppofition of Gonorrhcea being a 
fymptom of Lues Venerea; but experi- 
ence having fhewn that no advantage was 
derived from mercury by itfelf, other re- 
-medies were employed along with it. 
Thefe confifted chiefly of demulcents, 
evacuants, and aftringents. 
By a plentiful ule of mucilagenous 
drinks, and other demulcents, it was meant 
tO 


Sect. HI. Cure of Gonorrhea Pirulenta. 71 


to fheath the bladder and urethra more 
effectually from the acrimony of the urine, 
and at the fame time to render the urine 
itfelf lefs acrid. Purgatives were employ-. 
ed for the purpofe of carrying off the 
morbid matter of the: difeafe, and nitre 
and other remedies were given with a fimi- 
lar intention; and laftly, as the running 
was feldom leffened by the ufe of any of 
thefe, but, on the contrary, being frequent- 
ly increafed during the ufe of - them, 
bark, aftringent baltams, and other corro- 
berants, were preicribed for putting a ftop. 
to it. In fome cafes mercury was conti- 
nued during the whole courfe ; in others 
it was left off at the time of entering up- 

on the ufe of aftringents. 
As this treatment of Gonorrhcea pre-_ 
yailed, even at a late period, when every 
other part of the practice of medicine was 
greatly improved, we are aftonifhed to’ 
meet with fuch deficiency as it evinces, 
in the management of a difeafe which ne-_ 
ceflarily fell frequently under obfervation. 
if patients had been left to themfelves, 
ar sbi without 
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without any interference on the part of 
practitioners, the difeafe would often in 
the courfe of time have difappeared of it-. 
felf, and without any injury being done to 
the conftitution; fora fimple clap we know 
will often dry up whether any remedies 
are employed. or nat: but, by a free ufe oe 
{trong purgatives, and efpecially when this | 
was conjoined with a low diet anda courfe 
of mercury, the conftitution was fo much 
_' debilitated that this alone rendered almoft - 
_ every cafe that occurred exceedingly ob- - 
{tinate: hence Gonorrhcea was -confider? 
ed as the moft diftrefsful, as well as one 
of the moft dangerous difeafes to which 
the human bady was liable. Lues Vene: 
rea was, for the moft part, eafily cured by 
mercury 5 but no advantage was derived - 
from it in Gonorrhcea: the difeafe ufually 
proved exceedingly obftinate, and was apt 
to terminate either in gleet or in obftruc- 
tions of the urethra. | 
It foon appeared to practitioners of aa 
fervation, that the medicines employed’ for 
Gonorrheea, inftead of praying ufeful, ra- 
. ther 
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ther did harm; but the»period was not 
yet arrived in which a more effectual re- 
medy was to be propofed:. Some, how- 
ever, went fo far.as to fay that medicines 
of every: kind might be avoided, as they 
had found, from experience, that the dif 
eafe went off both more eafily and more 
quickly when left to itfelf, than 1t com- 
monly did with the remedies which at 
that time were univerfally ufed for it. 
A low diet,-mercury, and evacuants of . 
different kinds, did much harm, as I have: - 
already obferved, by inducing fuch a de- 
gree of debility and relaxation as materi-: 
ally affected the conftitution; and the 
draftic purgatives, of which large dozes 
were given daily, proved highly prejudi- 
cial, by the irritation which they excited. 
in all the parts contiguous to the re@um: 
In fome ftages of Gonorrheea ftrong fpur- 
_ gatives never fail to increafe the pain; to 
excite a more frequent defire to pafs wa--. 
ter; and to increafe the difcharge: nay, 
I have known various inftances of a return- 
of all the fymptoms of Gonorrheea being 

| | induced 
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induced by the: operation of a brifk purga- 
tive long after the patient confidered hy 
eure as complete. 

“We need not therefore be forpifed at 
the propofal for laying all remedies: of _ 
fuch violent operation entirely afide; and 
it muft be admitted thata cure would 
often take place, thatis, the ranning would 
difappear, together with all the fymptoms 
which attend it, without the aid of médiv 
cine. This would frequently happen’ in 
mild cafes of the difeafe ; where the pa- 
tient was poflefled of a healthy conftitu- 
tion § and the running not kept up by any 
act of impropriety on his part. The run- ~ 
ning would difappear here, as happens in 
corry2za and other inftances of matter pros 
ceeding: from an inflamed furface, whe~ 
ther any remedies fhould be employed or 
not: but it would feldom be the cafe where 
the fymptoms were fevere, nor where the’ 
patient did not live in every refpect as he 
ought ta do. In all fuch cafes the cure” 
would prove tedious and uncertain, and 

| _ the: 
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the conftitution would fr mete be ruin- 
ed i in 'the attempt. | 
When this mode of cure was prop@fd; 

an ‘opinion prevailed that the difcharge 
was kept up by fome ceneral affection of 
the conftitution, and that nothing there- 
fore could be fo fafe or fo proper as to al- 
low it to continue aslong as any part of the 
morbific matter remained, by which it was 
fuppofed to be produced. At that time it 
was admitted by all, that Gonorrhoea was 
of the fame nature with Lues Venerea. 
Chancres, as well as other venereal fores, 
were kept open till a cure was obtained by 
the internal ufe of mercury. An .erro-, 
neous idea prevailed of fome advantage 
being derived from the difcharge which 
they produced; and hence, even by thofe 
who faw clearly that no benefit was ob- 
tained from mercury in Gonorrhcea, it 
was ftill confidered as the beft practice, to 
allow the difeafe, as they faid, to beg 3 
itfelf in this manner 

Even granting sh the matter of Go- 
HOrEneA were the fame with that of Lues 
: ; Venerea, 
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'Venerea, there is no caufe to imagine that. 
any advantage would enfue from this. pracy. 


tigé; for- we know that venereal fores are 


never cured by the quantity of difcharge 
which they afford: but we now have no. 
reafon to doubt of the two difeafes being 
perfectly different. , A practice, therefore, 
which at one.period might have been 
judged proper. in. one difeafe, would now. 
be iapplicable in the. other ; and hence: 
it has very generally, been laid afide, al-. 
though not yet given up by fome indivi- 
duals. | to 
“From the peraaonh which I aa OCs; 
cafion to make in. the laft chapter, as well, 
as from other circumftances, few will now 
doubt, that the matter of Gonorrheea, pro-. 
ceeding in moft inftances from an inflam- 
ed ftate of the membrane of the urethra. 
and contiguous parts, gives a local affec-. 
tion only, without being: produétive of ‘any. 
general difeafe of the conftitution. From 
this view of the fubject, we have no reafon. 
to expect advantage from remedies applied 
tothe Gee at ae eae? it is obvious. 


that 
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that local remedies only can prove ufeful. 
In the treatment of a fimple fore, of a cut, 
a burn, or excoriations from any caufe 
whatever, we would not furely expect to 
-fucceed by mercury, purgatives, or other 
medicines directed to the conftitution. In 
all fuch circumitances we truft entirely 
to local remedies, unlefs the prefence of 
fever, or fome other general affection, ren- 
der a different treatment neceflary. For 
the fame reafon we ought, in Gonorrhea, 
to depend entirely upon fuch remedies as 
act chiefly upon the parts affected; no 
others being neceflary if it be not occa- 
fional blood-letting, and other. evacua- 
tions, when fever, plethora, or much i in- 
flammation take place. 

In local affections of other parts our re- 
medies are eafily and directly applied: in 
the urethra fome nicety and attention is 
_neceflary, not only in the mode of .apply- 
ing them to the difeated parts; but. in 
judging of the period of the diteafe, or 
rather of the ftate of the. parts to which 
they are to'be applied: in other fituations 

| . Eston thefe 
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thefe circumftances fall dire@ly under 
view, and we judge from appearances of 
_ the propriety of applying one remedy or 
another. In the urethra we are diredted 
entirely by the fymptoms, and we judge 
from thefe, of the remedies to be employ- 
ed, as well as of the parts to which they | 
are to be applied sae in a fit ftate for 
receiving them or not: 

If the fame parts were always affected 
in Gonorrhcea,, we might, in every in- 
ftance, proceed without hefitation in the 
condua& of the cure; but, although the 
matter in the commencement of the dif 
eafe proceeds perhaps always from fome 
degree of inflammation, yet, in fome in- 
ftances, parts are affected with inflamma- 
_tion, to which it would be improper, and 
even hazardous, to apply the fame reme- 
dies which, in a great proportion of cafes, 
are ufed with much fafety and advantage. 


We (fhall afterwards have occafion to 


- thew that, in certain circumflances of Go- 
norrhoea, bougies may be ufed with much 
benefit; but, for the moft part, we de- 

: pend 
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pend entirely upon injeGions, and chiefly 
upon fuch as are of a drying aftringent 
nature. Now it is obvious, that although 
we may with fafery apply an aftringent 
folution to an inflamed furface, as happens 
daily, where the membrane of the urethra 
only is affected, yet that much rifk might 
eniue from the fame folution being ap- 


plied to the ducts of inflamed elands: in 


the one cafe the difcharge produced by. 
the inflammation will be leflened and foon 
removed, and the inflammation icfelf will 
fubfide; while, in the other, by a fidden 
ftop being put to the difchargé of a gland» 

already in a flate of increated irritability, — 
more inflammation would be excited, the 
parts affected would {well and BeGoine 


painful, and at laft the difcharge would 


burft forth with redoubled violence. 
‘That this frequently happens in the 
courfe of bufinelS every practitioner of 
eandour will admit : way, almoft every 
patient who has been liable to fevere de 
grees of Goneriicet, mut have have met 
with it: For a day or two the runing 
ro wilh 


a 
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will often difappear, and the patient con 
fiders the cure as complete, when, after 
fome degree of tenfion and. uneafinefs 
along the greatett part of the penis, parti- 
cularly in the perineum, the difcharge re- 
curs as before, with every APPEAIARRE of 
a. recent infection. 

Many who condemn the ufe of i injec- 
tions in Gonorrheea, do it upon the fup- 
pofition of this being one of the inconve- 
miences which they produce ; but we fhall — 
prefently have occafion to fee that, this is 
by no means the cafe, and that it pro- 
_ ceeds entirely from a mifapplication of 
the remedy; from ufing it in a ftate of 
the difeafe for which it is improper; and. 
not from the remedy itfelf being of a ha- 
zardous nature. | 

This. leads us to revert to the necef: | 
fity of diftinguifhing between one ftate 
of Gonorrhoea and another. In the de- 
feription of the fymptoms, I remarked 
that they are evidently diftinguifhable 
into four fets, indicating four ftates or 
fLages of the difeafe; and as it is a point . 
| : .» OF 
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of much importance in practice to have 
the different ftages clearly marked, I fhall 
now proceed to treat of ther J in feparate 
feGions. 


SECTION IV. 


Of the F inf Stage of Gonorrhea. 


7. the firft flace of Gonortheea thie 
fymptoms are always moderate. The 
extremity of the urethra appears red, full, 
and fomewhat prominent. The glans be- 
comes tender and irritable, and ardor 
urine take place in-a leffer or greater de-. 
gree, according to the extent of the in- 
flammation. The heat of urine is feldom 
confiderable ; but, in fome inflances, even 
in this flage of the difeafe, it is fo fe- 
vere as to excite a good deal of uneafi- 
~nefs. Chordee fometimes occurs, but fel- 
dom in any confiderable degree. 

Vou, I. G Marae bip 4 3 
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In the hiftory of the difeafe we have 
‘feen, that:the membrane of the urethra 
alone is affected im this ftage of it, the 
inflammation by which the difcharge is 
pr oduced not extending to any other part. 
We judge this to be the cafe when 
thofe fymptoms only appear which have — 
juft been enumerated ; when no glandular 
fwellings are difcovered along the courfe 
of the urethra, ‘and particularly when the 
difcharge proceeds from within an inch, — 
or an inch and a half of the extremity of | 
that canal. | 
This circumftanee sf the difcharge ari- 
fing from the extremity of. the urethra, 
is at all times a proof of the inflamma- — 
tion not having advanced farther than to 
conftitute what I have denominated the — 
- firft ftage of the difeafe. No glandular 
fwellings are ever ‘difcovered while the. 
running preceeds from thefe parts; and, 
on. diffection after death, the membrane 
of the urethra alone is found inflamed : 
but, in fome inftances, the difcharge pro- 
ceeds even from the fuperior parts of the 
| urethra, 
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urethra, while none of the contiguous 
glands are affected. This I confider as 
_conftituting the firft ftage of the difeafe, 
_ equally as when the extremity of the ure- 
_ thra is alone affected. The fymptoms are 
not more violent in the one than in the 
other, and the method of cure is the fame 
in both. I muft however admit, that we 
do not frequently meet with this; for, 
where the upper part of the urethra is af- 
fected, the inflammation is apt to fpread 
to the contiguous glands, where it com- 
monly terminates in the fecond, third, or 
perhaps in the fourth ftage of the difeafe. 
We afcertain the place in the urethra 
from whence matter is difcharged, not 
merely from the height to which the pain 
or uneafinefs with which it is accompani- 
ed may extend, for this proves often an 
equivocal mark of diftinction ; but from 
comprefling the paflage at any given fffot, 
and prefling out all the matter between it 
and the end of the urethra ; after which, 
if more matter can be brought down on 
the preflure being removed, we are fure 
G 2 _ that 


~ 
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that it muft come. from a greater height, 
and by proceeding in a gradual manner, | 
upwards, we may thus difcover almoft the 


exact {pot from whence the difcharge has. 


arifen: Hereafter ‘it will appear that our: 
being able to do fo is of EOS) ink. 
the conduét of the-cure. HE res 
From what has been faid it aT appear, 
that the difcharge inthis flage of the dil- 
eafe proceeds altogether. from inflamma- 
tion of the membrane of the urethra, 
without any affection of the elands which 
open into its and in the removal of this 
the cure of the difeafe i ina great meafure 


~ confifts. 


Where the inflammation is confiderable; i 
as-we judge it to be when the ardor urine. 
is fevere, it may be proper, if ‘the patient | 


is of a full habit of body, to prefcribe 


plood-letting, a dofe or two of any gentle — 


laxative, and a low cooling, diet. At the 


fame time violent exercife of every kind 


fhould be avoided, perucntesly ridings on. 
horfeback. . ; 
Inflammation, peeies in this ieee of | 


the difeate, 3 is fcidom fo confiderable as to — 


cic ara 
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render blood-letting’ neceflary : in ordi- 
nary cafes we now truft entirely to injec- 
tions, and in all periods of the difcharge 
I ufe them with -equal freedom. Even 
where blood-lettine, and a ftri@ attention 
to an antiphilogiftic regimen is neceflary, 
I feldom avoid an immediate and early 
ufe of injections. : 

Thofe who are notin the daily practice 
of ufing them, are afraid of this free ufe 
of injections :'fome, indeed, never employ 
them, from the prejudice which ftill re- 
mains againft them among all the older 
practitioners; while others admit that they 
may be ufed with fafety and advantage in 
the latter period of -the difeafe, but never 
in the beginning, or while much inflam- 
mation continues. | atid | 

This, however, is a timidity that will 
foon vanifh with all who venture upon a 
more general ufe of them. They will 
find, that injeCtions-of a fufficient degree 
of aftringency for removing the difcharge, 
may in this ftate cf Gonorrhcea be em-. 
ployed with fafety, even in the com- 

G 3 _ mencement 
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‘mencement of the difeafe, and whether. 
the inflammation is mild or fevere. 


An idea is ftill, indeed, entertained by 


many, that the difcharge fhould not be ftop- _ 


ped till fome of the virulency by which it 
was produced is carried off; and hence 
they object, as l have juft obferved, to the 
early ufe of injections. But, as we have 
feen that Gonorrheea is a local affection, 
and as we know that in other parts of the 
body local inflammation may at all times 
be removed with fafety, nay, that it is the 
beft practice to attempt it, we might from 
this alone infer, that it would be equally 


- proper here,” But independent of this, LT ca 


can with confidence afflert, and all whoem- | 
ploy injections freely will do fo, that they 
may inthis ftage of Gonorrhcea be ufed © 
at all times, and with more certainty of 
proving fuccefsful the more early they are — 
applied. Of this Iam fo clearly convin- 
ced, that I would advife all who have it © 
in their power, to employ injections: in- 
ftantly on the difcharge taking place. — 
They commonly, indeed, prove anal Atop 
whatever | 
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whatever period they are applied ; but I 
have uniformly found that they act more 
quickly in the commencement of the dif- 
eafe than in the later ftages of it. _ 

While different opinions prevail of the 
moft proper period of the difeafe for ufing 
injections, practitioners alfo entertain dif- 
ferent ideas of the kind of injections beft 
calculated for the periods in which they 
are employed. In the commencement 
of Gonorrhcea, and at all tittes when 
much pain takes place, it is the opinion of 
many that emollient injections only fhould 
be ufed, fuch as warm oil, emulfions of al- 
monds, and infufions of althea, and lint- 
feed : but in this there appears to be fome 
miftake; I can decidedly fay from ha- 
ving often experienced the ineflicacy of 
the ipractice;,... . 

When | firft eaeced upon bufinefs, it 
was.the opinion of many who ufed injec- 
tions with freedom, tlfat thofe of the e- 
mollient kind ought alone to be adviled, 
while much heat of urine, or any confi- 
derable degree of inflammation continued. °. 

G4 Injections - 
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tyes of this defeription, they frp 
pofed, would fheath and proteé the ure- 
thra from the acrimony of the urise, and | 
on the inflammation fubfiding, they con= 
ceived that thefe of an. aftringent ‘nature 
might be ufed with fafety. The opinion 
was’ plaufible,’ and fapported by fome of ° 
our be{t pra@itioners : I was therefore in- 
duced, along with others, to go into it, 
but it foon appeared that no advantage 
was to be derived from it: on the con- 
trary, it was evidently the caufe of much 
diftrefs, by rendering the cure of ‘Gonor— 
rhea much more tedious than it other- 
wife might have been; for injeGtions of 
the emollient kind never tend to fhorten 
the continuance of ‘the difcharge, and of- — 
ten render it more fixed and’ permanent, 
by relaxing the parts from whence it pro-— 
CECI iG: | | | 
Neither are emollient injections necef 
fary as preparatives to thofe of the aftrin-., 
gent kind: in this ‘conviction I have for 
many years paft laid them altogether a-_ 
fide, during -which péricd I have ufed none 
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but fach as are evidently aftringent ; and 
although I-employ them with-much free- 
dom, no bad effets have ever enfued from — 
them. 

“In'the firft ftace of Gonorrhea, aftrin- 
gent injections may'be ufed with fafety 
from the very commencement of the dif- 
charge, as well as at any period of the 
difeafe, whatever the degree of inflamma-~ 
tion may be. Inftead of increafing the 
inflammation, they tend, when of a pro- 
per ftrength, to leflén ‘it 3: they relieve 
more immediately than any other reme- 
dy, the ardor urine ; and‘they commonly 
leffen or remove the difcharge ina Gadi 
foace of time. 

Wherever it appears, therefore, that 
the difcharge proceeds entirely from the 
membrane of the urethra, I pay no regard 
to the length of its duration; the patient 
is immediately put upon the’ufe of injec- 
tions, and no harm ever enfues from it. 

There is only one fymptom which, in 
this ftage of Gonorrheea, precludes the 
immediate ule of injections, pain and fwel- 


ling 
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ling of one or of both teftes: a perfeve-: 
rance in the ufe of injections during lara 
continuance of this fymptom very com- 
- monly does harm, and ought not therefore 
to be advifed ; not that they tend to in- - 
creafe the inflammation, even of the teftis; _ 
but by removing. the difcharge from the 
~ aretlira , they deprive us, as. we fhall af- — 


terwards fee, of one of the moft effectual 


remedies for a fwelled tefticle proceeding 
from Gonorrheea. | | 

A variety of aftringent inje@ions | are 
employed by practitioners, but fome pro- 


‘ving more ufeful than others, an invefti- ~ 


gation of this part of our fubject appears ~ 
to be neceflary. 
Almoft every liquid poffefed of igen | 
gency, will leflen the difcharge. Port 
wine, and claret, duly diluted, fometimes 
-anfwer. I have often fucceeded with a - 
tea-{poonful of brandy added to half an 
ounce of rofe water: nay, rofe water it- 
felf, or even cold water direétly from the 
fpring, will often give a ftop to the dif. — 
charge; but, for the moft part, the fled 


of 
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of thefe is merely temporary. In flight | 
affections, indeed, they fometimes com- 
plete the cure, but in general we are un- 
der the neceflity of PRONE more 
powerful aftringents. : 
In almoft every injection Grft eagles 
ed in Gonorrhoea, mercury, in one form 
or another, was an ingredient. It was ~ 
not, however, ufed as an aftringent; for 
at that period the ufe of every kind of 
aftringent would have been judged to be 
hazardous. Mercury being applied in this 
manner direétly to the feat of the difeafe, 
many fuppofed that it might ad as a fpe- 
cific in the cure of it. But although I 
have given full and complete trials to 
mercurial injections, and in every varie- 
ty of form, I have not in any inftance, 
found them prove more effectual than o.. 
ther aftringents. In order to afcertain 
with as much certainty as poflible the 
point to which I allude, I have re- 
peatedly made it the fubje& of experi- 
ment. Of different patients in Gonor- 
rhoea, all nearly diftrefled with fimilar 
fymptoms, fome have been made to em- 


ploy 
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ploy a mixture of calomel with mucilage 
‘and water; others. have ufed ‘quickfilver 
diffolved in mucilage, while fome have — 
at the fame time been ufing ‘injections in 
which mercury did not enter as an \ ingre- 
dient. nae 
¥ admit that in moft: éF tneae fnftahces | 
mercury proved ufeful, but’ by no means 
in fuch a degree as many of the articles 
with which i it was thus put upon a com 
parative trial. There is no caufe, there- 
fore, to imagine, that it acts asa fpecific 
in the cure of Gonorrhea. ~ | 
To prevent interruption in this part of 
the work, formule ‘are given in the Ap- 
pendix to this volume, of all the prepa- 
rations that I with to recommend.’ Of 
mercurial aftringent inje@ions, the: ‘pre-- 
fciptions, No. 1, 2, and 3. are perhaps the | 
beit that can be sifted: , | 
Calomel ufed in injeétions feems to a@ 
in a fimilar manner with lapis calamina~ 
ris, armenian bole, and other aftringent — 
earths ; not ‘by any fpecific virtues with 
which they are endowed, but by reftoring 
, tone 
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tone to parts weakened by the difeaie. It 
is in this manner, I conclude, that all of 
thefe articles act in the cure of ‘Gonor- 
rhcea; and in cafes not particularly ob- 
ftinate, they very commonly prove eflec- 


tual. Lapis calaminaris, or tutia finely 


levigated, fufpended in thin mucilage, 
makes a very fafe and ufeful injection. 
No. 4th and 5th are formule of thefe ; and 
No. 6th is a preicription of a gentleman re- 
tired from bufinefs, who, at one period, 
was in very extenfive practice in London, 
and who in the courfe of much experi- 
ence in the cure of Gonorrheea, gave the 
preference to this over all others that he 
employed. | | 
Thefe earths poflets one important ad- 
vantage: they never do harm in whatever 
quantity they are ufed. If levigated with _ 
fiifficient care and attention, they may be 
ufed in any quantity that the liquid in 
which they are conveyd can Be made to 
fufpend. | 
— Allum diffolved in water. makes a fafe 
and ufefal injection. It proves equaliy 
Feet fafe, 
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fafe, and ftill more powerful, when con- . 
joined with a decoction of oak bark, or an 
infufion of galls, for which prefcriptions 
are given Nos. 7th, 8th, and 9th; and in 
fome cales, injections with calcined allum 
have anfwered the purpofe, where allum 
inevery other form had been ufed in vain. 
Kino, an aftringent lately much em- — 
ployed i in Diarrhcea, proves alfo an ufeful 
ingredient in injections for Gonorrheea. 
“In various cafes it has proved fuccefsful 
- where other articles had failed, and I have ~ 
not obferved that it ever does harm. As — 
it is not very foluble in water it becomes 
neceflary to fufpend it in fine powder,by _ 
-™means of mucilage, as in Nos. roth and 
rith. . ap 
Opium proves often an aeray ingre- 
dient in this kind of injection; and as it 
an{wers equally well whether much pain 
takes place or not, I conclude that it does 
not a& fo much as a fedative as it does as 
an aftringent. Nos. rath and 13th are | 
formule of injections with opium alone, 
and No. 20. is a very powerful combination 
_of opium with camphire and white vitriol. 
fer 3 _ Some 
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Some of the aftringent balfams properly 
combined with water, make a good va- 
riety of injection for Gonorrhea, particu- 
larly balfamum canadenfe, and balfamum 
copaiba, as in No. 14. 

Lead, in various forms, proves highly 
ferviceable in thefe injections. Cerufle 
fufpended in mucilage and water is often 
employed ‘with advantage ; but acetum 
lythargyri, and faccharum faturni, now 
termed cerufla acetata, diflolved in water, 
are chiefly to be trufted. Formule of thefe 
are given in Nos. 1sth, 16th, and 17th. 

_Of all the aftringent injections, however, 
which I have ufed, none prove fo power- 
ful as white vitriol, now termed vitrio- 
lated zinc .diffolved in water. In the 
quantity of a grain and half or two 
grains to an ounce of water, it feldom 
creates much irritation, and it does not 
often fail in this variety of the difeafe, in 
which alone injections ever prove mate-_ 
rially ufeful. No. 18th is the form of in- 
jection, which, in the common occurences 
of daily pradtice, I am in the habit of 
ufing ; and No. 19th is a combination of 


vitriol 
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vitriol and acetum lithargyri, which, in a 
few cafes, I have found. to. anfwer better 
than either of them have done feparately,. _ 

Other aftringents might be enumerated, 
from which very ufeful inje@ions might 
be prepared, but the formule which I 
have given contain the moft powerful, of | 
any with which we are. yet acquainted. 
None of them will at all times prove, fac- 
cefsful ; but from much experience. of 
their efficacy, I can aflert, that in this 
ftage of the difeafe, injeGtions feldom fail — 
when properly eee Se and aay perks 
ed. hee 

The vitriolic injection, No. 19, FE have 

mentioned as the moft ufeful formula of 

any; but it will fometimes happen that a 
cafe will readily yield to others which has 
long refifted this. When we do not, there- 
fore, foon fucceed with one form of in- 
jection, we ought, without lofs.of time, to, 
have recourtfe to others, by which we with — 
more certainty effect our purpofe, than 
by continuing to employ the fame for : a 


long time together. ft 
In 
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In all the formule that I have given of 
injections, the ingredients are in fuch pro- 
portions as beft fuit the general courfe of 
bufinefs.. This was. a point of much im-. — 
portance to aicertain, and fo far. as my, 
obfervation goes, I have done. io; but 
cafes will, no doubt, from time to time 
occur, in which fome, variety of ftrength 
is neceflary. All injections fhould be of 
fucha ftrength as to excite fome. degree 
of irritation in. the urethra, but by. no 
means fo {trong as to create much pain : 
hence, where the preparations that I have 
mentioned do not aniwer the. purpofe, 
they fhould be made ftronger ; and when 
of fuch a ftrength as to excite ject pain, 
they fhould be diluted. 

This, I may remark, is an: object that 
merits much attention; for while it is ob- 
vious that injections muft do:harm when 
too ftrong, it is equally certain, that little 
or no advantage is derived from them 
when they are tooweak. I have known 
a cure accomplifhed in three days, mere- 

ly by making an injection of a fufficient 
eeeMoL. I. Hi {ftrength, 
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ftrength, where the difeafe had previoufly 
gone on for two or three months from this: 
being overlooked: I confider this, in- 
deed, as one of the moft important points 
in the treatment of Gonorrhcea ; nor does 
any thing diftinguifh the practitioner of 
experience with more certainty, than his: 
being able to adapt the ftrength of his i in- 
jections to the particular cincurahanices: 
of every cafe that falls under his direc 
tion. Rs 
In the application of injections two eir- 
cumftances particularly merit attention, 
the manner of throwing them up, and: _ 
the frequency of ufing them. | 
‘They may be thrown up either with 2 
fmall bag of refina elaftica, fitted with a 
pipe, or with a common fmall fyringe : 
whether the bag or fyringe be ufed, the 
pipe fhould be perfectly fmooth, of a co- 
nical form, not above half an inch ine 
length, and the cone of fuch a thicknefs 
' near the root, as not to allow the pipe to 
_ pafs above'a quarter of an inch into the 
urethra. ; Cs, 
-iBhe 


dl 
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The bag or fyringe Pati filled with the 
injection, and the patient cither ftanding, 
or feated with his breech over the fide of 
a chair, fo’ as to prevent the perineum 
from being prefled upon, the pipe, when’ 
well oiled, fhould be inférted into the ure- 
thra, as far as it will go, with the right- 
hand, while, with the left; he grafps the 
penis, and pulls it forward upon the pipe. 
The injetion muft now be thrown up in : 
fuch a manner that it may reach the far- 
theft part of the urethra that is affe@ed, 
but not with fuch force as to excite pain. 

When the difcharge proceeds from near 
the extremity of the penis, very little 
force is requifite; but when thé upper 
part of the urethra is affected, if the in- 
jection be not thrown up with firmnefs, it 
will not reach the feat of the difeafe, and 
hence no advantage will enfue from it. . 
Previous, therefore, to the ufe of injec- 
tions, the part of the urethra from whence 
the difcharge proceeds, fhould be afcer- 
tained, and it can be eafily done in the 
manner that I have mentioned. ‘ 
H 2. In 
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In ufing injections, fome judge it proper 
to prevent them.from pafling farther in the 
-trethxa tham the feat of the difeafe; left, 
by forcing the matter along with them, 
the infe@tion fhould be carried to parts. 
which otherwife mrght not have been in-, 
jured. For this purpofe the patient is de- 

fired to comprefs the urethra with the 
middle finger of his left-hand, at that 
point to which it is meant the injection 
fhould gos while the fyringe or elaftic: 
bag is employed for throwing it up in the 
other. Butalthough there is no neceility 
for throwing injections farther than the - 
feat of the difeafe, there is no caufe for: 
this, anxiety in preventing them. It does 
not appear, that in: this manner, the in- 
fection. is. ever communicated from one 
part of the urethra to another; at leaft I-— 
have never met with an inftance of it, 
and I have feldom pointed this out to my: — 
patients as-a.neceflary piece of attention. 
While it does not, therefore, anfwer any 
good purpofe, it certainly renders it more: 
difficult. for the patient to throw the inx « 
. jection 


~ 


Sect. IV. of Gonorrhea. | TOT 


jection properly up, as he cannot both 
make preflure upon the upper part of the 
urethra, and, at the fame time manage 
the fyringe with ehet! exactnefs which 1 it 
requires. | | +f 
The point, however, of moft importance 
in the ufe of injedtions is, the frequency 
with which they fhould be thrown up; it 
is not enough that we difover a compofi- 
tion that will accomplith a cure, if we do 
not ufe it with that frequency which the 
nature of the difeafe requires. . In com- 
mon practice the patient is defired to is ‘ 
je& the liquid two or three times ‘a- day: 
this, if the injection be of a proper ftreneth, 
will in courfe of time prove effectual; 
but from much attention to the dubjed, 
I am convinced, that cures would be more 
fpeedily obtained were injections more fre- 
quently thrown up. initead of two or 
three times a day, I advife them to be 
ufed feven, eight, or ten times dai ily ; by 
which, the cure inftead of being protrad- 
ed for feveral weeks, is often compleated 
mas many days, 


= 3 Tae This, 
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‘This, I muft obferve, 1s a point of fach 
importance in the ‘cure of- Gonorrheea, 
that nothing can compenfate the neglect 
of it. The ineflicacy of injéctions is "58 
quently held forth as an important objec- 
tion to this mode of treatment ; but, for | 
the moft part, the failure of injections will. 
be found, ina great meafure, to depend up- 
on the caufe to which I allude: Patients’ 
ought; therefore, to be urged to ufe them, at 
leaft as frequent! y as I have mentioned. 
When, indeed the difcharge leflens, 
when it difappears entirely, there is . 
neceflity for ufing them frequently ; but 
while it continues undiminifhed, the more 
frequently the remedy is applied to the 
parts from whence it proceeds, the. more 
quickly will it be removed. ° eis: 

On laying injections afide, even after 
the running has difappeared, and when 
there 15 therefore caufe to fuppofe that a 
cure 1s obtained, the difchar ge often re- 
turns, as I have already obferved, with 
equal feverity as at firft, either from ex-- 
TRE PNT , cel 
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cefs in wine, or over exertion in bodily 
exercife. In fuch circumftances the in- 
jeCtions muit again be employed, and ufed 
with the fame frequency as before, care 
being taken not to leave them off till fome 
time after the PaO has difappeas ed 
again, 

- When the difcharge returns repeatedly, 
the parts from whence it proceeds become 
fo weak and relaxed, that a new difeafe 
thereby takes place, forming a variety of 
what in general is termed gleet. This, 
however, requires remedies of a different 
kind, and will fall to be confidered in a_ 
different chapter. 

It will be remarked, that excepting in- 
jections, I have only flightly taken notice 
of any other remedies: This I have pur- 
pofely done, from a full conviction of the 
inefficacy of every remedy not immediate- 
ly applied to the urethra, and from finding 
that a proper ufe of injections never fails 
to prove fuccefsful where a cure by any 
means can be obtained. 

H 4 _. Where 
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Where much pain and inflammation’ 
take place, I have obferved above that 
fome advantage may be obtained from 
blood-letting, conjoined with ftrié atten- 
tion to an antiphlogiftic regimen. T think 
it right, however, to fay, that few cafes 
occur in which this becomes neceflary. 
A patient under Gonorrhcea fhould live 
moderately, but not upon fuch low diet as 
in former times was very generally pre- 
feri ibed. He fhould live in fuch a man-. 
ner as may prevent the inflammatory ty 
fymptoms from becoming fevere, but not 
fo low as to incur the rifk of inducing re- 
laxation or debility. | , 

The circumftances which moft particu- 
larly require attention are, abftinence from 
all manner of connection with women, 
and from bodily exertion, fuch as much 
walking and riding on horfeback, which 
more efpecially_ affect the parts concerned 
in this difeafe. | ia ik | 

Where’ no injections have been ufed, 
where the difeafe is either left entirely to 

ie nature, 
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nature, or treated with demulcents and 
purgatives only, a regular progrefs towards 
amendment is, for the moft part, obferved 
in the difcharge. - The matter from being 
thin, and of a greenifh hue, or perhaps of 
a red colour from being tinged with 
blood, becomes of a thicker confiftence, 
tough, ropy, and of a white or yellow co- 
lour: but where injections are employed 
this feldom happens. This natural procets 
is thereby interrupted, and a cure often 
takes place without any change being per- 
ceived in the colour or confiftence of the 
difcharge. 

Befides the ufual piney of this flage 
of Gonorrhcea, we meet with others which 
occafionally take place in every flage of 
the difeafe, and which, fome may fuppote, 
ought to have been particularly noticed 
here, fuch as chordee, and evacuation of 
blood from the urethra. But thefe fymp- 
toms being attended with circumftances 
requiring a peculiarity of treatment quite 
unapplicable in the ordinary ftate of.Go- 
norrhoea, and” being all of them highly 

important, 
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important, a feparate fection will be al- 
jotted for the confideration of each. We 
fhall now, therefore, proceed to confider 
the fecond ftage of the difeafe.. F 


SECT LONI. 1y 
Of the Second Stage of Gonorrhea. 


WN this ftage of the difeafe all the fymp- 
toms are more violent than in the firft. 
The heat of urine: is more fevere; the 

. whole body of the penis becomes tender, 

and even painful; and chordee takes place 
‘toa very diftrefsful degree. The matter — 
difcharged from the urethra is either of 
an ugly green colour, or deeply tinged 
with blood, and commonly fetid. On 
examination it is found to proceed from 
the higher parts of the urethra, generally 
from about the middle of the permeum, 
where the patient complains of a fmart — 
pain 
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pain upon preffure, and where one or more 
{mall tumors are often perceptible, pro- 
duced by the inflammation having ex- 
tended to Cowper’s glands. 

Although the fymptoms of the firft ftage 
of Gonorrhcea are commonly diftindly 
marked, yet they frequently proceed to, — 
and terminate in one of the other ftages 
of the difeafe, particularly in that which 
we are now confidering. This happens 
from the inflammation extending along 
the urethra, either from the matter being 
more than ufually acrid; from improper 
management on the part of the patient ; 
from the imprudent. ufe of irritating or 
very aftringent injections; or from the 
patient being of a habit of body render- 
ing him particularly liable to be acted up- 
on by caufes apt to excite inflammation. 

I conclude that it happens moft fre- 
quently from the firft and laft of thefe 
caufes, or, perhaps, froma combination of 
both; for, ina great proportion of cafes, 
we find it taking place almoft from the 
_firft day on which the running was per- 
| : , ceived. 
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ceived. It muft, no doubt, have ‘fallen 3 
under'the obfervation of every practitioner 
that this, as well as the third and fourth 
{tages of Gonorrhea, are often induced 
by the patient living in a ftate of riot and. 
debauchery; and, in fome cafes, by the 
 ammoderate ufe of irritating injections. But 
although thefe are circumftances which 
in every cafe of Gonorrheea fhould be ri- 
gidly guarded againft, from their tending — 
to excite one of the moft diftrefsful com-. 
plaints to which the human body is liable; 
yet, from what I have mentioned, I ara 
convinced, that the worft fates of the 
difeafe would occafionally occur, notwith- 
| ftanding of the moft rigid abftinence, and 
‘of all that could be done either on the 
part of the Bore or furgeon to prevent 
them. . Oe 
As the pra@tice in this ftate of Gigs 
rhoea is different from what I have advifed | 
in the firft ftace of it, to diftinguifh 
siehtly between the two is a very important 
part of the practitioner’s duty. In the 
firft, the matter is, for the. moft part, 


diicharged from within an inch and half 
2 3 of 
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of the extremity of the penis; and where 
it happens to extend farther up the ure- 
thra, although the ardor urine may be 
confiderable, yet the pain jis not fo fevere 
as it always is in the fecond ftage of the 
difeafe.- In this laft, the whole body of the 
penis, as I have obferved above, is tender 
and painful; the chordee is highly ‘dit; 
trefsful, and one or more inequalities, ac- 
companied with pain on preflure, are dit. 
covered in the perineum: whereas, in the 
former, any chordee which takes place is 
for the moft part moderate ;-the pain is 
never confiderable, if it be not when the 
patient is pafling water, and no hardnefs 
er inequalities are perceived in the peri- 
neu. : a 

It is here proper to remark) rthat even 
in the fecond ftage of the difeafe, thefe 
elandular tumefactions in. the ‘perineum 
are not always obvious at firft; but on 
preflure with the fingers they are eafily 
‘difeovered, even on their commencement ; 
and on longer continuance they become 
perceptible, not eal to the touch but to 
sie the 
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the eye. Whenever the chordee is fevere, 
the whole penis: acquires much preterna~ 
‘tural firmnefs and tenfion, particularly 
where it runs along the perineum. This, 
however, is very different from the glan-. 
dular affe@ions to which’I allude: the one 
is a diffufed fwelling, extending over the 
whole, ora confiderable part of the penis’; _ 
it does not continue fixed or permanent, 
and it feems to depend upon a morbid ir- 
ritability in the mufcles of the penis, by 
which they are eafily excited to violent | 
and unequal contractions. The others 
are} vat-(firft, «finial; ‘circumferibed, {well- 
ings, and painful to the touch: they do not 
rife and fall fpeedily, and they remain 
more or lefs permanent according as the 
fymptoms*with which they are wis 
are more or lefs violent. : 

Thefe fwellings proceed, as I have al- 


- ready obferved, from an inflamed ftate of 


Cowper’s glands, induced by the inflam- 
mation extending to the glands themfelves 
along their duds, which terminate in the 


urethra. . 
In j 
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As inflammation is in this fituation apt 

to terminate in the fame manner with 
high degrees of inflammation of other 
parts, in the formation of matter, and as 
this is apt to excite the moft diftrefsfub 
confequences, nothing fhould be omitted 
that can tend to prevent it. . When mat- 
ter forms in thefe glands, if it be not im+ 
mediately difcharged by an external open- 
ing, it is very apt to burft into the ure- 
thra, and to produce a difcharge, which, 
im fome cafes, does not terminate but with 
the life of the patient. 

On the firft approach, therefore, of this 
fecond ftage of Gonorrhea, all our endea- 
vours fhould be employed to remove or 
leffen the inflammation. ° H the patient is 
plethoric he fhould lofe a confiderable 
quantity of blood with the lancet, and ten 
ora dozen léeches fhould be applied: to 
the pained part. Whatever his habit of 
body may be, the application of leeches 
fhould not be omitted, and they fhould be 
repeated once and again, according to 
their Sinha and to the degree of inflam- 

mation 
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mation and fwelling ihike take nice fa- 
-turnine poultices fhould be applied: over: 
the part affected; the bowels thould be! 
kept open with gentle. laxatives, and the 
patient fhould be put upon a low diet. 

If, either by the violence of the inflam-; 
mation, or by an imprudent ufe of aftrin- 
gent injections, a ftop has been put to the 
difcharge, much advantage will be derived. 
from our foliciting a return of it. This,’ 
however, muft not be done with irritating 
applications, {uch as bougees, and ftimula- 
ting injections, as fome have, adyifed, but, _ 
it may be attempted with fafety by throw- 
ing up, from. time to time, inje@ions of 
warm oil and other emollients, fuch as. 
warm decoctions of lintfeed and althea. 

. But although we find from experience 
that much harm-is done by the applica- 
tion’ of ftimulants dire@ly té the urethra, | 
yet we know’that they may be applied to 
the fkin both with fafety and advantage. 
Thus, when the fwelling does not foon lef- 

fen By blood-letting, and the other reme- 
3 dies 
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dies that I have mentioned, I have, in dif- 
ferent inftances, derived advantage from 
_ the application of blifters to the parts af- 
fected ; and by covering the bites of the 
leeches with adhefive plaiter, this may be 
done foon after they have been applied. 
The blifter fhould be made to cover the 
whole perineum. 

When the remedies that I have Sadi as 
are timeoufly and properly applied, they 
do not often fail to remove the inflam-_ 
mation; but when this is not accom- 
plifhed, and when the tumours proceed 
to a ftate of fuppuration, nature fhould 
be as much as. poffible affifted by a fre- | 
quent and free ufe of emollient poultices 
and fomentations, and as foon as a fluctua- 
tion of matter is difcovered, it fhould be © 
difcharged by making an opening the full - 
length of the tumour. In this manner a 

: 3 . 
fore will be produced that may be diffi- 
cult to heal’; but if the habit of- body is © 
found, a cure will be obtained at lafi, and 
there is no other method with which I am 

YOL.;ds AES k acquainted 
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| acquainted that will fo readily piceune 
the matter from burfting into the urethra. 
‘When this unfortunate circumftance 
takes place, of matter collected in one or 
more of thefe glands finding accefs to the 
urethra, fearcely any advantage is to be 
derived from art in the manner of treat- 
ing it. Injections, as I had gceafion to 
remark in the laft fection, inftead of pro- 
ving ufeful, rather do harm. They can-— 
not reach the cavity of the gland, w where 
alone they might anfwer a good purpofe, 
- and by preventing fora time that free dif- 
charge of matter, which, in every abfcefs — 
is defirable, they caufe it to colled, and — 
alternately burft out, in greater quantities 
than before. 
- When the caufe of this is not fufpected, 
both the patient and practitioner are apt 
to imagine that it proceeds from the fault 
of the injeGion: every variety of the re- 
medy is therefore employed, but nearly — 
the fame effeé refults from alk of them, | 
and the patient, after being teazed and — 
per plexed for a great ape of time, finds. 
oars. | 
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_ himfelf m no degree better than he was at 
firft. BL: se 908 a 
By fome practitioners a courfe of mer- 
-cury is advifed in this ftate ofthe difzafe, 
efpecially friétions with mercurial oint- 
ment on the perineum; but although I 
have often known it fairly and complete- 
ly tried, I never knew any advantage de-. 
rived from it. Neither does mercury prove 
ufeful in the fores which enfue from open- 
ing abfcefles in the perineum, arifing from 
Gonorrheea.. On the idea of thefe fores 
being of the fame nature with fuch as fuc- 
ceed to buboes in Lues Venerea, mercury 
is commonly prefcribed; but although I 
have known it repeatedly ufed, not only 
for the cure of the fores, but for the dif- 
cuflion of the previous tumefaction of the 
- glands, I never knew any advantage refult 
from it. 

All that in fuch circumftancegycan with 
‘propriety be done is, to caufe the patient 
live in fuch a manner as will moft effec- 
tuaNy brace his conftitution ; his diet 
fhould he i ene: ; cold paehehe: par- 

I 2 ticularly 
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ticularly in the fea, proves fometimes ufe- 
ful, and, in fome inftances, Jefuit’s bark 1s 
given with advantage. | 


In no period of this ftage of Gonorrhea | 


are inje@tions admiflible, and I fufped that 


the difcredit into which injections have — 


fallen with many, has arifen from their — 


being employed promifcuoufly in every 
{tate of the difeafe. We have juft feen, 


that they cannot be ufed with any profped . 


of fuccefs when fuppuration has actually 


taken place, and to every practitioner it ~ 


muft appear that they fhould not be advi- 
fed while much inflammation continues: 


While the parts are inflamed, inftead of — 


endeavouring to remove the difcharge, we 
ought rather to try to promote it. No- 


thing tends with more certainty to keep © 


the fymptoms moderate than the continu- — 


ance of a plentiful difcharge ; ; and I have 


i. 
> 


repeat tedly obferved that they all become _ 


more lovers by whatever. tends to leflen | 


MLE its proper, therefore, that the young- 

a th of the profeflion be put ftricly on — 
their guard againft the ufe of injections in 
| every 


i 
- 
4 
t 
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every period of this ftage of Gonorrheea ; 
‘a practice which, in the firft flage of the 
difeafe, is the only remedy, as we have 
feen, upon which any dependence fhould 
be placed, but which in this is evidently 
fraught with danger to the patient, and 
therefore with difcredit to thofe who ad- 
vile it. 

Befides the glandular guieneee of thefe 
parts, which we have juft been confider- — 
ing, collections of matter are apt to form 
in this ftate of the difeafe, not only in the 
cellular fubftance of the perineum, but m 
the corpus cavernofum of the penis, as— 
well as in the corpus fpongeofim urethre. 
The treatment of thefe, however, corre- | 
{ponds fo exactly with what has been point- 
ed out for the others, that I have nothing 
farther to fay upon it. To prevent, as much 
as poflible, the rifk of thefe colle¢tions 
burfting into the urethra, the matter 
fhould be difcharged by a free opening 
the whole length of the tumour, as {oon as 
it is found to be completely formed. 

I 3 When 
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When colleGtions of matter in this fitu- 
ation, whether feated in Cowper’s glands, 
or in the contiguous foft parts, terminate, 
as they fometimes do, in external open- 


ings, at the fame time that a communica- _ 


tion is formed with the urethra, the urine 
-efcapes at the fore, and thus another dif 
eafe is produced, termed a finus, or fiftula — 
in perineo. This falls to be treated like — 
finufes in every other part: the feat of the 
abfcefs muft be laid open from one end to 
the other, and by enlarging the opening — 
- in the urethra, if the patient be otherwife 
in found health, a cure will, for the moft 
part, be obtained, by endeavouring.“to 
heal the fore from the bottom ia the ufual 
way *. | | 
It may. be alleged: if this proves fuc- 
cefsful where the matter has already form- 
ed an opening, both inwardly and out- | 
wardly, for itfelf, that a fimilar pra@ice _ 
thould be ‘adopted where the abfcefs has 4 
qnly burt into the urethra ; ; that a free 
incifion 


‘* Vide Syftem of Surgery by Benjamin Bell, uate SxxXil. |B ; 
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incifion fhould be made into it, and a cure 
attempted in the manner I have already 
’ advifed. 

Where the opening, into the pee Lt 1S 
fuch as to-admit the urine to pafs to the 
abfcefs, the practice to which I allude 
ought undoubtedly to be adopted, for no 
other will prove fuccefsful, and the patient | 

muft remain in a flate of great diftreds 
and mifery while this communication re- 
mains ; but while the external teguments 
remain entire; while the urme does-not 
And accefs to the abfcefs ; and while the 
pain arifing from it is inconfiderable, no 
attempt of this kind fhould be made, How~ 
ever inconvenient the difcharge of matter 
from the urethra may be, and however 
long it may continue, the patient fhould | 
vather fubmit to it, than to the uncer- 
tain event of an opening in the perineum, 
which always proves tedious and diftrefs- 
ful, with whatever judgment it may be 
treated. 


I 4 oe By Gis 
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SECTION VI. 
Of the Third Stage of Gonorrhea V: irulenta. 


N this ftage of Gonorrheea, along with | 


ardor’ urine, and the other ordinary 
fymptoms of the difeafe, the patient com- 


plains of a fevere fixed pain in the upper 

part of the perineum, accompanied with a — 
fenfation of fulnefs and tenfion in all the 
parts contiguous to the anus. The defire 


to void urine is more frequent than in ei- 


- ther of the two preceding ftates, and it is 
commonly pafled with much pain and dif- 
ficulty ; often drop by drop. Tenefinus, 


or a painful and frequent defire to go to 


ftool, often takes place: in fome inftan- 


ces, to fuch a diftrefsful height as to ren- 


_ der the patient perfectly miferable. 
Even in the commencement of the dif. 
eafe the pain in pafling water is in fome 


cales {fo fevere as to excite heat and other aa 


lymptoms * 
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fymptoms of fever; and, as it advances 
farther, I have known the fever become 
very alarming. This ftate of Gonorrhoea 
proceeds, in fome inftances, from the in- 
flammation fpreading backward in a gra- 
dual manner from the point of the penis, 
which I have fhewn to be the feat of the 
firft ftage of the difeafe; but more fre- 
quently it takes place fuddenly, either 
from the imprudent ufe of injections, from 
the patient being in a riotous courfe of 
life, or from his being expofed to violent 
exereife, either on foot or horfeback. 

On examining the parts affected, the 
penis, for the moft part, is found to bein. a 
ftate of tendernefs and irritability, nearly 
indeed, as I have defcribed it to be in the 
fecond ftage of the difeate 5 but, together 
with this, on‘comprefling the parts about 
the end of the rectum, a fenfe of pain is 
experienced, which does not happen in ei- | 
ther of the ftates that I have defcribed, 
and on pafling the finger into the anus, the 
eee gland is seas enlarged, and in 
fuch 
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fuch a ftate of irritability that it cam 


{carcely bear to be touched. 


Even the flighteft degree of this ftage. 


of Gonorrhoea excites much uneafinefs, 


~ 


and the defire to pafs water feldom ceafes 
for above a few minutes together; but | 
whenever it has been of long duration, the 


proftate gland, which nearly furrounds the 4 


urethra, or which rather appears, as. it. 
were, to form the paflage of urine at this - 
part, becomes often fo. much fwelled as. 
nearly to obftruét the difcharge of urine © 
as completely as when the urethra is en-. 


tirely flopped. Thofe, indeed, who are. 


not verfant ‘in this branch of practice are. 


apt to miftake this affection for ftri€tures 
in the urethra; of courfe a delay takes. 
place in ufing the proper remedies, and at- 
tempts which are frequently made toover-. _ 


~ come the fuppofed {trictures, too often do 


mifchief. Frequently, indeed, neither a 
bougie, nor catheter, when employed for 
removing a ape eligs of urine proceed~ 
ing from this caufe, cam be pafled; for 


the Bite oo gland is in fome cafes fo much 
fwelled 
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fwelled as to obliterate the paflage almoft 
entirely, and in others, by {welling on one 
fide only, the paflage is thrown altogether | 
over to the other; circumftances which 
render the introduction of a bougie either 
impracticable, or at beft dificult and un- 
certain. io, 

As it is in te commencement only of 
this fymptom that any material advantage 
is derived from the interference of art, 
and as the difeafe excites in its more ad- 
vanced ftates the greateft poflible diftrefs, 
we ought inftantly on the firft approach, 
of it, to apply fuch remedies as experience 
has fhewn to prove moft effectual. 

Of all the remedies that I have ever 
employed, early blood-letting is that from 
which the -moft obvious advantage has 
been derived. It fhould be advifed im- 
mediately on the firft approach of pain, 
nor thould we be deterred by a weakly 
or delicate conftitution. In a perfon of 
this defcription the evacuation ought, no 
doubt, to be more fparingly practifed than 
where plethora takes place; but even in 

the. 
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_ the moft delicate habit of body, ‘a quati- 
© tity of blood fhould be difcharged im pro- 
portion to the ftrength of the patient; in 
the firft place by the lancet; and after 
wards by the application of leeches to the | 
parts affe@ted. The practice of blood-let- 
ting I confider to be equally neceflary’ 
here as in cafes of pleurify : in the latter, 
indeed, the life of the patient is in great- 
er hazard, but in this his future comfort 
and enjoyment of life are at ftake. It 
ought not, therefore, in any pier is tee 
be omitted. 

Of this I fpeak the more dbeiaaaty: mer 

_ various inftances having fallen within my 
' obfervation, of the moft diftrefsful confe- 
- quences having enfued from the omiflion 
of this remedy, and from others having 
ended eafily where blood-letting was with 
freedom employed. It is in the firft ftages 
only of the difeafe, however, in which it 
acts with advantage; chiefly, indeed, on. 
the firft fymptoms of inflammation taking 
place, for when the pr oftate gland be- 


comes inflamed and fwelled in any- confi- 
| derable 
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derable degree, neither this nor any other 
remedy can be depended upon for a 
cure. After much time has elapfed an en- 
larged proftate will fometimes be found 
diminifhed, but this happens more fre- 
quently from attention to regimen alone, | 
and without our being able to account for 
it, than as a neceflary confequence of any 
medicine that we employ. 
- Blifters do not afford that relief here 
that we fometimes derive from them in 
fwellings of Cowper’s glands, but in va- 
rious inftances I. have derived advantage . 
from deep feated iffues: I will not fay 
that I have ever known a cure completely - 
accomplifhed by any remedy whatever, 
where the proftate gland has been much . 
hardened and. enlarged ; but no remedy 
that I have employed for the removal of — 
this very diftrefsful and obftinate difeafe 
has ever proved fo ufeful as a pea iffue on 
each fide of the rapha perinei, and the 
more deeply the peafe are inferted, the 
more ufeful they commonly prove: 

3 | | _ For 


~ 
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For the removal of pain and irritation, 
opium, whether given by the mouth, or in 
clyfters, proves always our moft certain 


_remedy ; but probably from coming more 


directly in contact with the difeafed parts, 
it proves evidently moft fuccefsful when 


given in clyfters, and it/feems to anfwer 


better in fmall dotes, frequently repeat- 
ed, than in larger quantities given at 
once. Thirty drops of laudanum, mixed 
with two ounces of thin ftarch, and thrown 
eafily into the rectum, very commonly 


gives immediate relief, and as long as this 
dofe proves effectual it ought not to be in- 


creafed. 
While opiates, given in this mariner, 


leflen the irritability of the organs of 
urine, they alfo give much relief by re- , 


moving that painful and frequent. defire 

to go.to ftool, with which patients in this 

difeafe are often feverely affli€ed. 
Hitherto I have faid nothing of the ufe 


of myections, which are frequently em- | 


ployed in this, as m other flages of Go- 
norrheea, for removing the difcharge. 


This, - 


tis aL — 
Cereus “op hneet er 


— . & F 
Se  e  e aee 
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This, however, is a practice that ought 
not to be adopted. In the fecond ftage 
of Gonorrhcea I had occafion to remark, 
that the difcharge, inftead of being ftop- 
ped, ought rather to be encouraged. i 
fame obfervation applies ftill more forci- 
bly here, where a ftoppage of the dif- 
charge tends always to ageravate every 
fymptom, and where we find that relief is 
often obtained by our bringing on a re- 
turn of it. This, as I obferved in the laft 
fection, fhould rather be done by the ule 
of warm emollient injections, than by ~ 
fach as ftimulate and give pain. Thefe | 
laft, I know, are often advifed for this pur- 
pofe, but as I have known them evident- 
ly do much harm, even when managed in | 
the moft cautious manner, and :as we find, 
indeed, that this ftage of the difeafe is 
often at firft induced by this very practice, 
I do not hefitate to fay that it ought very 
univerfally tobe laid afide. Fora fimilar 
reafon bougies ought never to be employ. 
ed in this ftage of Gonorrheea. 

| | Emollient 


\ 
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Emollient injections. prove ufeful ‘not | 
merely by foliciting a more plentiful dif- 


charge from the urethra, but by foothing 
the irritability in the parts affeted, and 
thus leflening the pain; and where opiates 
are conjoined with emollients they act ftill 
more powerfully in this manner. An in- 
fufion of the heads of poppies and althea 
root, ufed warm, anfwers particularly well 
for this purpofe. Warm: poultices, ap- 
plied externally over the fundament and 
perineum,’ alfo prove ufeful. Some ad- 
vantage too 1s derived from warm fomen- 
tations ; and I have known the warm bath 
afford much relief. | 

All thefe remedies, however, act only 


wets 


as palliatives ; but when duly perfifted in, — 


they feldom fail to leffen the feverity of | 


the diftrefs, while nature, in the courfe of 


time, aided by cautious management on 
the part of the patient, may at laft re- 
move the pain. At leaft, this,-in the 


courie of my obfervation, has happened in 


~ feveral inftances where the {welling of »— 


this gland has not arrived at any great” 
| eight a 
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height ; but more frequently, I muft again 
obferve, as the confequence of rigid at- 
tention to regimen than the effect of me~ 
dicines.. We conftantly find, in this ftage 
of Gonorrhea, that - whatever excites 
much heat of body does harm; whether 
bodily exercife, or heating food and drink: 
hence every thing of this kind fhould be 
avoided, particularly much walking and 
riding on horfeback; and full meals of 
animal food, efpecially when wine or 
other ftrong drinks.are likewife indulged 
in. The diet fhould confift almoft entire-_ 
ly of milk and vegetables, with no greater 
proportion of animal food than is necef- 
fary to fupport a wae riba net degree of 
{ftrength. 

Such drinks fhould He chiefly ufed as 
tend to blunt the acrimony of the urine, 
and to fheath the parts which it pafies 
over; fuch as infufions of lintfeed and al- 
thea, emulfions of almonds, and water in 
which gum arabic is diflolved. 

Having infinuated that I have little con-. 
fidence in the activity of any medicine 
Vou. I. K for 


re) 
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for the removal of fwellings of the proftate 
oland, a deference to the-opmion of others 
requires that I fhould {tate the erounds | 
apon which this opinion is formed 3 this 
Tthall do in noticing fhortly the medi’ 
cines which have been employed with. the 
view: of obviating this fymptom. ie 
When other remedies fail, and in fome 
cafes-even before they are fairly tried, 
EYCUry is, in common. practice, » recom- 
ebay . but [ havé much reafon to think 
thatlvbvery. commonly, if not ledge , does 
je y f | 
Even cin: early Aeeiaue I hack fire equent — 
opportunities of feeing this flage of Ge-. 
nerrheea, and being led by. conyerfation 
with others to expeét fubftantial relief from 
mercury, I ufed it freely for many years: 
I muft acknowledge, however, that Ine- 
ver perceived any advantage arife from. 
t, while, in fome cafes, evident mifchief 
pepe fromeits Siig Tita sae 
Mercury never “Bhai any acne eA 
im, diminifhing the tumour, and by: ane 
crealing the irritability of the fy oe even 


AY hen. 
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when given in fall quantities, and in the 
moft cautious manner, it ufually rendered 
the difeafed parts more painful than they. 
were before. On thefe accounts mercury 
appears to be not only an ufelefs but a ha- 
zardous remedy, fo that I have now, in 
fwellings of this gland, laid it entirely 
afide. 

Cicuta has alfo been much recommend- 
ed in fwellings of the proftate gland; but al- 
though I have given it very full and com- 
plete trials, I am not fure that in any in- 
ftance it ever proved ufeful. The difeafe, 
in fome, has appeared to get better while ci- 
cuta wasemployed, but this was only where 
a great length of time had elapfed, and not 
in a g¥eater proportion of cafes than where 
this remedy was never ufed. But as it 
may be employed under proper manage- 
ment, without any rifk to the’ patient, 
where other remedies do not fucceed, and 
where it is neceflary to be doing fome- 
thing, it may be proper to give it a far- 
ther trial before any final opinion is form- 
ed of it. | 

32 Having, 
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Having, in tumours of other pares 
obferved obvious advantages from a a“? 
coction of the root of mezereon, I have, in” 
various inftances, ufed it in fwellings of 3 
the proftate gland. In-fome it has ap- ' 
peared to prove ufeful, but never fo evi-" 
dently as to enable me to {peak with cer-_ 
tainty about it.. When conjoined with 
farfaparilla*, it feems, in other cafes, to be 
rendered ftill more active, and the muci- 
lage contained in that root, by blunting 
the acrimony of the mezereon, renders | 
it both more. agreeable to the palate and 
more grateful to the ftomach. | : 
Among. other remedies that are. em- 
ployed in fwellings of the proftate gland 
fea bathing: and drinking fea water has 
been. one of the moft frequent. , Where 
the diféafe of the gland is connected with. 
a {crophulous conftitution this remedy 
certainly proves ufeful. It will never 
remove the tumour fpeedily 5. but, by 
ftrengthening the conftitution, it feems, 
: | | in 


* Vide Appendix, No. 45. ay 
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in fuch circumftances, to render the fwell- 
ing lefs permarfent than it ufually is where 
this remedy is not employed. It ought, 
however, to be remarked, that all ftrong 
purgatives do harm. This happens in 
every flage of Gonorrhcea, but efpecially 
where the profiate gland or bladder are 
affeGed. By the irritation which they 
excite they not only induce a more co- 
pious difcharge, but render the inclination 
to void urine much more frequent and 
more painful. “When falt water is ufed, 
therefore, it ought not to be in greater 
quantities oe to antwer as a gentle lax- 
ative. 

Swellings of the bicesFbutl gland do not _ 
ufually terminate in fuppuration, as fre- 
quently happens with tumours of the 
glands of the urethra. When Cowper’s 
elands, or any of the fmaller glands of 
the urethra become inflamed, they either 
fuppurate or a cure is obtained by difcuf- 
fion: but, in fimilar affections of the pro- 
ftate this rarely happens. When the tu- 
mour does not. yield to timeous blood- 

K 3 ii 
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letting, or when it does not afterwards 

gradually fubfide, it either temains nearly | 
of the fame fize and hardnefs, or it be-. 
comes both larger and firmer till it ends 
ina real {chirrus, of confiderable bulk. 

- Inthis ftate of the difeafe the clea 
is, for the moft part, thin and acrid; : 
gether with matter from the pai 
parts of the urethra, which are: ufually 
more or lefs difeafed, a confiderable quan- 
tity is thrown out from the gland itfelf, 
forming, as we fhall afterwards fee, one 

of the moft obftinate varieties of gleet. 
-. Even in the commencement of this | 
affe@tion of the proftate, the paflage of — 
urine, as I have already | remarked, iss: 
often much obftruéted; but, in the more 
advanced ftages of the difeafe, this caufe 
of obftruction comes, in fome cafes, to 
fuch a height as to be unfurmountable. — 
Whether from the paflage being com- 
pletely obliterated, by the fides of the - 
{welled gland adhering together, of which 
Ihave now met with two inftances, or 
from the paflage being contracted by 
the fides of the gland fwelling unequal- 

? ly, 
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ly, it fometimes happens that neither a 
bougie nor catheter can be introduced. 
In this cafe, as a total obftrudction is form-_ 
ed to the paflage of urine, we are obli- 
ged to draw it off by puncturing the 
bladder, which may either be done above 
the pubes, or by pafling the trocar into 
the bladder from the re@um, or pufhing it 
up by the fide of the dileafed gland*. It 
muft be remarked, however, in forming 
_an opening with a trocar for drawing the. 
urine off from the bladder, that a very en- 
larged ftate of this gland precludes every 
attempt for this purpofe either in the pe- 
rineum or rectum. In which cafe it muft. 
neceflarily be done above the pubes. 

In fuch circumftances, all that art can 
do, is to preferve a paflage for the urine, 
by retaining a canula in the opening, and 


~- 
L 


OG 


~_ 


keeping the patient as free from pain aS 
poflible with dofes of opium adequate to 
_ the diftrefs in which he happens to be. 

Ka OCS Hh 


“ 


* Vide Syftem of Surgery by Benjamin Bell, chap. xxxi. 
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“SECTION, VIL. 


Of the Fourth Stage of Conorrbaae ver 


T fometimes aopens in Gonorrhoea 


that the inflammation pafles eafily 


over the anterior part of the urethra, and 
. fhews itfelf in more force and violence 
higher in the paflage. Thus, although 
the third ftage of the difeafe, in which, 
as we have feen, the proftate gland is 
chiefly affected, is fometimes. produced 
by the inflammation fpreading from thofe 
parts which are only concerned when the 
fecond ftage of it takes place, yet inftan- 
ces often occur of the inflammation pat 
fing from the point of the urethra, and 
fixing at once, in the moft violent man- 
ner, upon the proftate gland or bladder, 


without any of the intermediate parts. vee 


“ying 
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ving been attacked. In fome cafes the 
proftate is affected while the bladder it- 
felf remains found, while in others it paf- 
fes eafily over that gland, and feizes with 
much violence upon every Baty of the 
bladder. 

In fome the bladder becomes inflam: 
ed almoft on the firft attack of the dif 
eafe. The inflammation fpreads fo quick- 
ly along the urethra, that the bladder is 
pained in the courfe of a few hours from 
the commencement of the difcharge. 
This, however, happens more frequently 
after “the running has been of fome dura- 
tion, and, for the moft part, it can be ~ 
traced as the confequence of much ex- 
poture to cold and dampnefs; of violent 
exertion in walking or on horfeback, or, 
as the effect of an injection thrown with 
too much violence into the upper pats of 
the urethra. } 
The patient, on the firft approach of © 
this fymptom, complains of much uneafi- 
nefs over all the region of the bladder, 
particularhy about the neck of it; de 

companied 
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companied with a frequent and painful 
defire to make water, and often with te- 
nefmus. In fome cafes the pain is chiefly — 
feated about the anus, but, in general, all 
the under parts of the abdomen are affect- 
ed, particularly thofe about the pubes, 
and, in fome-inftances, even the kidneys 
become pained, either from nervous fym- 
pathy, or from the inflammation {pread- - 
ing from the bladder along the ureters. _ 

In general, ‘the! pain, efpecially after 
| voiding urine, extends to the glans penis, 
and as this,with the ftoppage which Oc- 
curs to the flow of urine, are: fymptoms 
which, always accompany ftone, cafes of 
this kind, when the hiftory of the difeafe — 
has been concealed, have been miftaken 
for ftone in the bladder. 

If the difcharge has not been fhabped 
by injections, it continues as if no affec- 
tion of. the bladder had taken place; and, 
any interruption that. occurs to it proves 
only temporary; but along with the ufual 
difcharge from the urethra, fuch as takes 
place in one or other of the different — 
: ftages 


Set. VII. of Gonorrhea. 139 


{tages of the difeafe that I have defcribed, 
a confiderable quantity of matter pafles 
off with the urine. This gives the urine 
a turbid appearance,’ as if purulent mat- 
ter was mixed with it, but on examining 
the depofition, which it ufually makes in 
the courfe of a few hours, it is found to 
confift almoft entirely of mucus. 

On a further continuance of the difeafe, 
this matter contained in the urine aflumes 
a very different appearance. Inftead of 
being broken and divided into flakes as it 
was at firft, it now becomes. tough and 
vifcid in a very remarkable degree, re- 
fembling ifinglas diluted with water to 
the confiftence of jelly. This gelatenous 
matter is fufpended in the urine when firft 
voided, but it foon feparates, and falls to 
the bottom, where it adheres fo firmly to 
the fides of the pot, as to be feparated 
from it with difficulty. In fome cafes 
this fubftance is clear and tranfparent, 
in others it is tinged of a yellow hue, and 


fomewhat opaque. . 
: When 
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When much.of this matter has paffed off, 
the patient is commonly relieved, and con- 
tinues eafy for a longer or fhorter period 
according to the degree of inflammation 
that takes place. rs 

In fome cafes the quantity of ie ie: 
cid matter is not confiderable, being no 
more than what flightly covers the bot- 
tom of the pot, while in others it feems to 
form more than one half of all that comes 
from the bladder. When in fuch con- 
fiderable quantities, it tends greatly to re- 
duce the ftrength of the patient, infomuch 
that few Up Daven Tou are able to bear it 
betrays : 

From the nature of the parts in which 
this difeafe is feated, we would expeét that 

it fhould be the moft formidable fymptom - 
that Gonorrhea could induce. This, 
however, is not the cafe: the difeafe de- 
fcribed in the laft fection, fwelling of the 
profiate gland, proves always more. fo. 
few recover from the one, while cures — 
are often obtained in the other. At leatt 
this i is the moft frequent refult where the — 

difeafe ‘ 


basem 4 LF 
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difeafe has not been much neglected at firf. 
In general, indeed, a great length of time 
paffes' over before a ‘cure’ is) obtained ; 
nay, fome degree of unéafinefs, and ‘cer- 
tain deranged fenfations, often continue * 
for a number of years, but after the firft 
violence of the fymptoms is over, they 
generally, in a gradual manner, become 
milder, till.at laft they vanifh entirely. 

On the firft approach of the difeatfe, 
blood-letting is the remedy upon which 
moft dependence fhould be placed, and, 
when freely practifed, it feldom fails to 
render the fymptoms moderate. and of 
fhorter duration. 

Blood fhould be taken with the lancet 
in quantity proportioned to the flrength 
of the patient, and a number of leech- 
es fhould be repeatedly applied near to 
the anus. The diet fhould be the fame 
as has been advifed in the laft fection. 
The bowels fhould be kept moderately 
open with caftor oil, or other gentle lax- 
atives, and opiates fhould be given in fuf- 
ficient dofes for lefening, or even for re- 

moving 
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moving the pain. When fpeaking of fwel- 
ling of the proftate gland, I advifed opi- 
ates to be given in the form of clyfters, 
_ rather than by the mouth, and this mode 
of exhibiting the remedy proves equally 
‘ufeful here. | af ae 
With a. view more certainly to Hee 
the irritability of the bladder, it has been 
propofed to inject opium, diffolved in wa- 
ter, into it: but this appears to be a dan- 
gerous experiment. I have known it done, | 
but it nearly killed the patient. Convul- _ 
fions and other alarming fymptoms were 
induced, but not in fuch a degree a: as to 
prove fatal. G 
Warm emollient injections, fuch as warm 
oil, or the form of injection in the Appen- 


dix, No. 23, frequently relieve the pain, 


and give a temporary fufpenfion of that os 
conftant defire to pafs water, which often 

prevails here; and in fome cafes the femi- 
cupium proves fuccefsful ‘when thefe have 


failed. 
_ A plentiful ufe of mucilaginous drink, 


fuch as infufion of dintfeed: and althea : | 


root, 
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root, and a folution of gum arabic in-wa- 
ter, afford relief in all difeafes of the uri- 
nary paflages, and in mone more than i im 
this. | ent 

All thefe remedies are meant to alleviate 
pain and irritation in the commencement 
of the difeafe, and.when timeoufly appli- 
ed, and duly perfifted in, they very com- 
monly anfwer the purpofe; but in the 
more advanced ftages of the difeafe, when 
the pain 1s not fo acute, but when much ir- 
ritation prevails; accompanied with, a' dif 
charge of the vifcid matter that I have 
defcribed, remedies of this clafs afford 
little or no relief. Opiates will at all times 
indeed allay the irritation, but blood-let- 
ting, which at firft never fails to prove 
ufeful, tends now only to weaken the pa- 
tient, while it does. not in any degree 
leflen the violence of any: of the siise 
toms. 

In this fituation a liberal ufe of Jefuit’s 
bark fometimes aéts with advantage ; and 
the addition of a few grains of allum to 
each dofeinfome inftances renders it more 


effectual 
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effectual. Balfam of copaiba, arid Canada 
balfam, prove likewife ufeful; but where 
much benefit is expected from remedies 
of this clafs, they fhould be given in lar- 
ger dofes than are commonly prefcribed : 
The quantity indeed fhould only be re- _ 
ftricted by the ftate of the ftomach; for — 
they are fo harmlefs, that they may at all 
times be given in as large dofes as the fto- 
tach will retain, VIEL ROT 
Of all the remedies, however, which in 
» fach circumftances I have ever tried, uva 
urfi is the moft effe@ual. No advantage 
is derived from it where the proftate gland © 
is difeafed 5 but in unmixed affections of 
this clafs; where the bladder only-is af- | 
fected, it feldom fails to procure relief. It q 
-may at firft be given to the quantity of — 
‘twenty grains, and afterwards in dofes — 
of half a drachm-of the powder three: 
times a-day, in which way it feldom fails, 
in the courfe of a fhort time, to leffén the — 
proportion of vifcid matter in the urine ; | 
‘by which, and by the abatement of pain — 
which at the fame time takes place, we are ~ 
3 hehe a 
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always certain that the inflammation is 
diminifhed, 

On the idea that. this dita of the 
bladder proceeds from a tranflation of the 
matter of Lués Venerea from the urethra, 
mercury is commonly ufed in it; but al- 
though I have often given it, no advantage 
has ever been derived from it: it fome- 
times even does harm. It tends greatly 
to increafe the irritability of the fyftem, 
as well as of the pass more particularly 
affected. 

When the eda has been of long te 3 
ration, the bladder is apt to become much 
thickened and leflened in diameter: hence, | 
even after all the other fymptoms are gone, 
the frequent inclination to pafs urine con- 
tinues. In fome cafes, this goes on for 
years; nay, I have known it endure for a 
great length of time, and only terminate 
with the life of the patient. It feems evi- 
dently to be the effec of inflammation, 
for it fucceeds to inflammation of the 
bladder by whatever caufe it may be in- 
duced. It alfo occurs from {tri¢tures in 

monet. 4 3g Paes the 
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the urethra, when they happen to be con- . 
fiderable and of long duration. 

For the removal of this thickened fate 
of the bladder mercury is often prefcri- 
bed, and in fome cafes it has certainly 
proved ufeful ; but it feems to prove equal- 
ly fo from whatever caufe the difeafe may 
at firft have arifen*: It always does harm, ~ 
however , while the parts continue ina flate _ 
of irritability, fo that. in this Bauch 4 
fhould never be given. | | 

In this irritable ftate of the lends 
if a plentiful exhibition of uva urfi does 
not foon prove effectual, opium, in the 
form of glyfters, fhould. be advifed: By | 
leflening the defire to pafs urine, it foon — 
gives relief ; and I have known it prove 
completely fuccefsful at laft, when every — 


other 3 


 * This pratice of giving mercury in the thickened 
fiate of the urinary bladder, which fucceeds to inflamma- 
tion, we find recommended by the late Doétor Ebenezer — 
Gilchrift of Dumfries, to whom we are indebted for much : 
valuable information in different parts of the pr aGtice bi 
medicine. 
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other remedy shad previoufly been tried in 
vain. | | 

In fome cafes, where opium, by indu- 
cing obftinate coftivenefs, has not been 
advifeable, I have derived much advan- 
tage from a liberal ufe of hyofcyamus: It 
requires, however, to be given in larger 
dofes than are ufually prefcribed. The 
quantity of eight or ten grains of the ex- 
tract may with fafety be given to an adult 
even at firft; in courfe of time to be in- 
creafed to fifteen, twenty, twenty-five 
grains, or even to half a drachm. 
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| SECTION VII. 


| Of Protea 


NHorper is a paitiful, involuntary | 
érection of the penis, Patients in — 
every ftage of Gonorrheea are, in fome_— 


decree, liable to Ghordeé; but it occurs 


fnore frequently, atid to a much ereater — 


height 1 in the fecond ftagé of the difeafe, 


than in any of the others. It is moft — 
frequent when the patient is warm in bed, ~ 


when in fome inftances it is ‘fo jEvete as 


to deprive him entirely of reft. During 


a fit of Chordee, the penis becomes hard 


and painful to the touch, and for the moft — 
part it is curved downwards 1 in a confide- 


rable degree. 


Chordee takes place i in every period. a: q 


a! 


this flage of Gonorrhea, and it fometimes | 


continues after the heat of urine and all 


the other fymptoms are gone, but it is u-. 


gS ‘ 
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fually moft fevere during the continuance 
of the inflammation, and more or lefs fo 
according as that fymptom is in a aad 
or lefler degree. et ; 

I therefore conclude that Chordee i is an 
effet of inflammation, and that it pro- 
ceeds from irritation, communicated from 
the nerves of the urethra to thote of the | 
contiguous mufcles, by which thofe un- 
equal degrees of contraction are produced. 
over the whole fubftance.of the penis which 
univerfally take place i in this fTTRPIOM of 
the difeafe, . 

Were it owing to effufions of lymph it ine 
to the reticular parts of the penis, as fome 
haye imagined *, Chordee would be of .a. 
more permanent nature than we ever find 
it to be, and:thefe effufions would be apt 
to terminate in {uppuration. Now, al-— 
though fuppu iration is fometimes the con- 
fequence of inflammatory tumours in 
thefe parts, I have never known it happen 
in thofe tumefactiions which accompany 
Chordee... The latter commonly rife and 

velagivni bus 2 difappear 


“"® Vide John Hunter on the Venereal Difeafe, , 
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difappear again in the courfe of a few 
‘hours, and they are- more diffufed than — 


tumours ufually are ‘which proceed to 


fuppuration. The others rife more flow- 
ly, and they terminate, whether ‘by dif — 


oy 


perfion or fuppuration, in a much 1 more — 


gradual manner. 


Of all the remedies that I have ever 
employed opiates prove moft ufeful in — 
Chordee. The pain and tenfion are fome- 


times removed by rubbing the parts af- — 


fected with laudanum, or with a {trong - 


folution of opium in water, and by keep- — 


ing pledgits immerfed in either of thefe, 


conftantly applied to them ; but more ad- 


vantage ig obtained from the internal ex- — 


hibition of opium. Thirty or forty drops 


of laudanum, given at bed-time, or on the 


acceflion of Chordee, very feldom fail to 
| prevent or remove it. 


Emollient inje@tions thrown into. ae | 
urethra, particularly when impregnated — 
with opium, have alfo a powerful influence — 


in leffening the violence of Chordee ; and 


as the heat and irritation 1 which coftive- 4 


~ nefs — 
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nefs always excites tends greatly to aug- 
ment the feverity of this fymptom, we 
often find it relieved by the operation of 
a laxative. 

A temporary relief is coh derived 
from the application of a cold folution of 
faccharum faturni, and I have known the 
external application of camphor prove 
ferviceable: when diflolved in fpirit of 
wine it proves ufeful, but it acts with 
more advantage when diflolyed in oil. 
Frictions with mercurial ointment have 
been much recommended for the removal 
of Chordee, but as I haye commonly de- 
rived more advantage from the ufe of 
camphorated oil, I conclude that it is 
chiefly the emollient properties’ of the 
mercurial ointment which render it ufe- 
- ful, and, therefore, the inconveniencies 
which fometimes arife from mercury, may 
here be avoided. 

In fome cafes we derive advantage from 
tying the penis down with a fillet to the 
thigh, but this only anfwers where the 

fymptoms are mild, nor fhould it ever be 
La advifed 
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advifed in the more fevere attacks of the 
difeafe. Being an obvious remedy for 
counteracting an erection, it is not unfre- 
quently employed in the firft inftance by — 
the patient ; but I have frequently known’ | 
it do harm, either from the fillet being — 
| applied too tight, or from the parts being 
in fuch a ftate of tendernefs as to render 
it altogether inadmiffible. 3 
When none of thefe remedies preegeaie 
blood-ietting (imetiities. proves ufeful ; 
particularly the application of leeches to 
the parts affected, nor ought this ever 
to be omitted when the patient 1s of a ple- 
thoric habit, or when the pulfe is full, — 
When Chordee takes place in a flight de-. 
gree only, blood-letting is neverneceflarys 
but whenever it is fevere, and refifts the 
other remedies that I have mentioned, we _ 
ought never to hefitate im advifing it. 
Blood-letting proves more effectual than — 
any other remedy in preventing that per- 
- manent kind of Chordee, which fome- 
. times: abate diftrefsful dais after every 
| _ other 
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other fymptom of Gonorrhcea has difap- 
peared. 

Opium, as I have already obferved, is - 
one of our moft effectual. remedies in 
every ftage of Chordee, but particularly 
where it has been of long duration. In 
this ftate of the difeafe I have fometimes 
found, where opium has failed, that hen- 
bane, as I have already advifed, the hyo- 
feyaimus niger of Linneus, has proved ute- 
ful. Ten grains of the extrac, properly 
prepared, fhould be given two or three 
times a-day at firit, and the dofe increafed 
to fifteen, twenty, or more grains, accord- 
ing to its effects. I have given it to the — 
extent of thirty grains three times a-day, 
with no inconvenience whatever ; but this 
was after the patient had been for bisa 
weeks accuftomed to take it. | 

I believe, indeed, as I have already, ‘ob 
ferved, that we commonly err in giving 
too Gancla dofes of hyofcyamus, and that — 
more benefit would enfue from it, were it 
given in larger quantities. | - 
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- SECTION IX. 


_ Of Hamorrhages from the Urethra. 


N the defeription of the difeafe, we 


have feen that the matter of Gonor- ~ 


theea is frequently tinged with blood. 
When the quantity of blood is inconfider- 
able, little or no notice is taken of it ; the 
matter gradually > acquires the common 
appearance, and a cure is accomplifhed in 
the ufual way; but when a blood-veflel 
of any magnitude burfts in the urethra, as 
fometimes happens when the inflammation 
runs high, fuch quantities of blood are 
difcharged as prove highly alarming. I 
have known different inftances of three — 
or four pounds of blood being difcharged 
from the urethra in the fpace of a few 
hours. — 

On the firft appearance of are fymp- 


tom complete reft fhould be advifed, for — 


nothing 4 
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nothing tends more to promote hemor- 
rhages of every kind, particularly thofe 
from the penis, than bodily exertion. 
The patient’s bowels fhould be opened 
with a gentle laxative ; his diet fhould be 
of a cooling nature; he fhould be kept 
in a cool, well-aired apartment, and the 
penis fhould be immerfed, from time to 
time, in a cold folution of faccharum fa- 
turni, in equal parts of vinegar and water. 
In Hemorrhages of every kind I have 
derived much advantage from a plentiful 
ufe of kino, and particularly in the fymp- 
tom which we are now confidering. It 
may be given in the quantity of twenty 
grains four times a-day, either by itfelf 
— or rubbed with equal parts of gum arabic 
and fine. fugar, which renders it both 
more palatable and more grateful to the 
ftomach. 7 
In fome cafes aftringent lesions 
prove ufeful ; particularly infufions of red 
- tofe leaves, pp rene with allum, as 
in No. as, and No, 14*, of which bal- 
famum 


% Pide Appendix. 
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famum copaiba forms the bafis., ‘The in- 
jections fhould be thrown up with caur 
tion, and retained by comprefling the ure- 
thra as long as the patient can bear them: 4 

When all thefe means prove unfuccefs- 
ful, and when there is caufe to fufpec that 
the patient’s life may be endangered by 
the lofs of too much blood, recourfe muft 
be had to preflure. I have, in different 
inftances, put an immediate ftop to the 
difcharge, by inferting a bougie into the 
penis. When the bougie is large. no- 
thing farther is neceflary ; but when. it 
does not prove fuccefsful of itfelf, if the 
difcharge proceeds from the fore-part of 
the penis, it may be ftopped at once by 
gentile preflure with a narrow roller; and 
when it flows from the perineum, preflure 
with the hand or fingets fhould be prefein. 
’ red. 

With a view to peace a long cone red 
preflure, a catheter of elaftic gum may be 


ufed inftead of a bougie, by which the pa- | 


tient, with due care and attention, may 
void his urine while the preflure i is con-— 
. tinued : 
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tinued: but if the bladder is emptied im- 
mediately before the bougie is introduced, 
it may, for the moft part, be retained as 
long as-is. neceflary. 

Having in this and the preceding ides 
tions confidered Gonorrhcea in the differ- 
ent forms under which it occurs in men, 
I fhall now offer a few obfervations upon 
the fame difeafe as it appears in females. 


SECTION X. 
Of Gonorrhea in Women. 


OMEN are lefs fufceptible of Go- 

norrheea than men; and with 

them it is alfo lefs violent in its fymp- 

toms, and lefs alarming a its hes ore da 
ces. 

Why men fhould be more readily in- 
fected than women is difficult to explain; 
but that the difeafe fhould prove more 

yiolent in men is evident. The parts 
which 
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which it attacks are more numerous, and 
more deeply feated; and we find that all 
the fymptoms of the difeafe are mild or 


fevere, according as the parts affected 


are deeply feated, or otherwife. Hence, 
_as long as the extremity of the urethra 
only is affected, the fymptoms of Gonor- 
-rheea are equally violent in both fexes. ° 
During the continuance of the firft ftage 
of the difeafe in men, the pain is never 
more fevere than we often meet with it 
in women, nor does it ever become fo till 
the inflammation proceeds to a greater 
depth. i 

In women the difcharge proceeds either 
from ‘the vagina or urethra, and in fome 
cafes, partly from both. When the vagina 
only is affected, the pain is inconfiderable, 
unlefs the matter is fo acrid as to inflame 
the clitoris, nymphe, or labia pudendi, as 
we fometimes find is the cafe; but when- 
ever the urethra is the feat of ‘the difeafe, 
the fame degree of ardor urine takes 


place as ufually happens in men, Nay, eS: 


4n women this fymptom i is often more fe- 
vere, 
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vere, and the inflammation proceeds more 
readily and more frequently in them to 
the bladder, than it ufually does in men; 
for, in moft inftances of Gonorrhcea in 
women, they complain of fevere pain 
over the loins, and all the region of the 
bladder, and their urine very commonly 
depofits mucus in fuch quantities as indi- 
cates a confiderable affection of that or- 
gan. | | 
This muft happen from the paflage to 
the bladder being confiderably fhorter in 
them than in men ; and the urethra being 
wider, and not fo liable to be obftructed, 
the fymptoms arifing from affections of 
this part are neither fo fevere, nor are 

they ufually of fuch long continuance. 
On examining the feat of Gonorrhcea 
in women, it is often difficult to deter- 
mine whether the difeafe. exifts or not, 
and if the patient is inclined to conceal 
any circumftances connected with her 
fituation, it is altogether impoffible to af- 
certain this point with precifion. . This 
uncertainty often occurs from the fimila- 
rity of Gonorrhcea to the matter of fluor 
albus, 
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| albus, a difeafe to which women are. fo 
very isthe that in fome degree, fearcely — 
any but the moft robuft are at all times 
free of it. Befides a fimilarity in the 
matter, the heat of urine, and inflamma. 
tion of the contiguous parts, are often e+ 
qually fevere in the ‘fluor: albus as eer 4 
commonly are in Gonorrhea, © 
The chief diftinQion which external ap 
pearances afford between the two difeates, 
is, that in fluor albus the matter is of a 
whiter colour than in Gonorrheea. In 


the latter, it is fomewhat of a cream cos 


lour, whereas in fluor albus it is: ufually 
pale and white, and of a thinner confift- 
ence. It mutt, however, be acknowledged; 
that thefe means of diftin@ion are by nd 
means fufficient, and that no: certainty , 
with regard to it can be obtained, but bya 
_ full account being. received from the'pa- 
tient herfelf of all the circumftances con= 
nected withher fituation. Whena woman is 
feized with heat of urine, and a difcharge 
of matter from the parts of generation, and 
at the fame time on that thefe oe 
ROLE Soi 2UEOMIS 
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toms fucceeded to her connection with 
a man labouring under Gonorrhcea, no 
doubt will remain of the nature of the 
difeafe: but, when a patient inclines to 
conceal the real caufe of her difeafe, no 
means with which we are yet acquainted » 
are fufficient to afcertain the difference 
between fluor albus and Gonorrhea. 

It fortunately however, happens, that 
the remedy which anfwers with moft cer- 
tainty in the one, proves equally power- 
ful in the other; the remedy to which I 
allude is an aftringent inje@tion. All the | 
variety of injections enumerated in the . 
foregoing fections may be ufed with equal 
propriety here: but it is chiefly the vi- | 
triolic folution, No. 18, upon which much 
dependence fhould be placed. When du- 
ly perfifted in, and thrown up five or fix 
times a-day, it feldom fails, in women, 
to accomplifh a cure of Gonorrhoea, and 
it proves equally fuccefsful, as I have ob- 
ferved above, in removing the fluor al- 
bus. 

WUbis. M Where, 
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- Where, sagan the enka is much — 
debilitated, and where the difcharge is — 
kept up by general relaxation of the con- — 
ftitution, although injections may remove 
the running, they will not prevent a re- 
turn of it; but from much experience of - 
their influence I can recommend them as 
the moft powerful remedy that has. yet — 
been employed for this very diftrefsful © 
-fymptom, to which a great. pronenegy of 
_ females are liable. a 
When the difcharge conceal ite the 
vagina injections may be ufed with much 4 
freedom ; but in throwing them into the 
urethra more circumfpection is required | 
even than in men. The urethra in women : 
being fhort, and the fphinéter of the blad- 
der more eafily forced, if inje@tions are 
thrown up with violence they readily pats 
into the bladder; and as this might be 
productive of much irritation and pain, it 
ought to be carefully guarded againft. 
With pr oper, attention this is eafily done 5 
and as the running proceeds, for the moft | 
pat from within half an inch of the ex- 


tremity 
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tremity of the urethra, there is no necef- 
fity for throwing injections farther. 

Where the difeafe is entirely confined 
to the urethra or vagina, a cure may al- 
ways be accomplifhed by injections ; par- 
ticularly if at the fame time due atten- 
tion is given to diet, and to the ftate of 
the bowels: but where the bladder is al- 
ready difeafed, other remedies are requir- - 
ed. The patient muft lofe blood in quan- 
tities proportioned to her ftrength; her 
diet fhould be low; her bowels fhould be 
‘kept eafy with gentle laxatives; and the 
pain and irritation fhould be leffened or 
removed with dofes of Opiates proportion- 
ed to the violence of thefe fymptoms. 

In women the mucous glands of the 
parts affected are apt to inflame, although 
not fo frequently as in men, nor are the 
confequences which refult from them fo 
apt to prove permanent. This may hap- 
pen from none of thefe glands being fo 
large in women: hence, when they fwell 
from inflammation, they do not arrive at 
fuch a bulk, and when they fuppurate, the 

M 2 abicefles 
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abfcefles which enfue more eafily ‘heal. 
They are chiefly feated in the labia ee 
dendi anid vagina. 

Swellings of this anton pevonk im women 
require the fame method of treatment:as 
inmen. Blood-letting, both general and 
local, fhould be advifed on the firft:ap- 
pearance of the tumours, and the parts -af- 
fected thould ‘be kept covered ‘with, a cold 
folution of faccharum faturni in water and 
vinegar. When this fails: am preventing 
their increafe, warm emollient cataplafms 
fhould be adviled; din -erder to forward — 
fuppuration; and dtisapiiee place, the - 
tumour fhould be opened by a free inci- . 
‘ fion from ene end tothe other. tej 

Where thefe tumours arrive at.a larger 
fize than ulual, I have, in different inftan- 
ces, bothin menand women, difcharged the 

matter by the introduction of a feton. But 
as fetons are not in this fituation eafily 
-paanaged, the mode of opening them -by — 
incifion fhould be preferred ;.and itvwill | 
commonly be found that we tucceed beft — 
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by laying the abfcefs oie shivouch its 
whole length. : 

In-the treatment of Gonorrhcea in fe- 
males fome uniformly prefcribe mercury, 
although they never advife it in men. 
This they do from an idea of its being 
more frequently connected with Lues Ve- 
nerea in women than in men. 

I have not found, however, that this is 
the cafe, or that there is caufle for mer- 
cury being given for this difeafe in women 
“more than in men. Gonorrhoea often 
taks place in women as it does in men, 
along with Lues Venerea: in fuch cir- 
cumftances mercury muft no doubt be em- 
ployed; but by no means on account of 
the Gonorrheea. So far as my obferva- 
tion goes, the difeafe is to be cured in 
both fexes in the fame manner, chiefly, as 
I have already remarked, by tne ule of 
aftringent injections. | 

It happens, indeed, in women, as it al- 
fo does in men, that Gonorrhea, particu- 
larly the milder forms of the difeafe, will 
difappear whether injections are uted or 

M 3 not, : 
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not. This, in pare times, was attribut- 
ed tothe purgative, demulcent, and aftrin- 
gent medicines, which in every inftance 
of the difeafe were ufed in large quanti- 
ties ; but by later experience we know 
that none of thefe remedies are neceflary, 
~ and that the difeafe difappears as foon, 
and with as much certainty, where none 
of them are employed, merely by keeping 
the parts clean, with a due attention to, 
regimen. | | ee 
In fpeaking of cleanlinefs, it is proper. 
to remark, that both in men and women. 
it ought at all times ta be inculcated,,. 
particularly in women, in whom the mat- 
ter of Gonorrhcea is apt to become acrid, . 
and to excoriate the parts to which it is 
applied. fs 
Attention to this cibeira ican 1s Nes 
 advifed on the fuppofition of chancres 
being likely to occur from the matter of . 
Gonorrheea being allowed to reft long 
upon any particular fpot. Whatever ex- 
cites attention to cléanlinefs is always. 
proper ; but no practitioner of obferva- 
tion 
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tion will. now admit, that cleanlinefs in 
Gonorrhcea proves ufeful by preventing 
chancres. Were this the cafe, excoria- 
tions produced by Gonorrhcea would not 
heal but with the ufe of mercury ; whereas 
we all know, that they never require mer- 
cury, and that they heal eafily merely by 
bathing the parts frequently, and prevent- 
ing the matter from refting upon them in 
future. When bathing in water alone 
does not fucceed, a weak folution of fac- 
charum faturni or cerufla acetata, will 
 fometimes anfwer, in the proportion’ of a 
grain to an ounce of diftilled water. 


ee tL Ol Nak be 
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Have thus finifhed the obferyvations 
that I meant to offer upon Gonorrhoea 
as it appears both in the male and female 


Beevcut 3 but it may not be improper in 
M 4 thjs 
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this place, by a fhort and general reca- 
pitulation, to bring all that I have faid 
into one point of view. ; 


2 ite the NTS that I have 
ftated in: the preceding fections, it appears 
that Gonorrhea is a local difeafe, pro-. 
ceeding from a fpecific contagion, and 
not neceffarily connected with any other. 


2. Ehat the difcharge of matter in Go- 
norrhoea is not the effect of ulceration, 
_but proceeds from an inflamed ftate of | 
the urethra and contiguous parts. | 


3. That this inflammation, while con- 
fined to the membrane of the urethra, 
particularly to the parts near to the ex- 
tremity of the penis, never excites any 
alarming fymptom: a difcharge of mat-. 
ter, accompanied with ardor urine, and 
fome flight degree of Chordee, being al- 
me the only fymptoms that take place. 


dee The 
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4. That the difeafe is always, formi- 
dable in proportion to the depth of parts 
that are affected, the fymptoms being 
more or lefs violent, and productive of 
more or lefs hazard, according as the © 
inflammation has reached to Cowper’s 
glands, the proftate gland, or to the blad~ 
der. 


S« That in the cure of Gonorrhcea no 
advantage is derived from mercury or any 
remedy acting entirely on the conftitu- 
tion. The difeafe being local no medicine 
proves ufeful but fuch as acts directly up- 

on the parts affected. 


6. That where the membrane of the 
urethra alone is affected, no remedy proves 
fo fuccefsful as aftringent injections *. 


7. That thefe injections, in order to act 
_ with fafety and advantage, muft be thrown 
up with much caution, and repeated from, 

{ix 


* Wide Numbers 18, and rg. in the Appendix. 
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fix to eight or ten times a day, at the com- 
mencement of the difeafe; lefs frequent- . 
ly as the difcharge ‘leffens, and at laft, in 
a gradual manner, laid eee: afide. 7 


8. But: schol injections of this de+ 
{cription may be ufed with fafety where 
the membrane of the urethra only is af- 
fected, they are never employed but with 
much rifk of doing harm where the inflam- 
mation has reached to Cowper’s glands, 
to the proftate gland, or to the bladder. 


g. That the greateft attention is there- 
fore required in diftinguifhing between — 
the different ftages of Gonorrhcea; the — 
want of this, having, with fome practi- 
tioners, brought the ufe of inje@ions into © 
difcredit, when the fault did not lie in ° 
the remedy, but in the improper mode. os : 


: applying it. 


ete in all ftates of Gonorrheea, 
where the inflammation has gone farther 
_ than the membrane of the urethra, inftead 
: 3 ee : , ig ‘of 
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of wifhing to remove the difcharge, we 
fhould rather endeavour to folicit a great- 
er flow of it; the running, in fuch cir- 
cumftances, being only a fecondary: object 
- when compared with the confequences 
that enfue from inflammation proceeding 
to a great height. For the more certain 
prevention of which, blood-letting, both 
general and local, are particularly ufeful, 
on the firft approach of fuch fymptoms as 
indicate an affection either of the mucous 
glands of the urethra, the proftate gland, 
or bladder. 


11. That when, notwithftanding of 
blood-letting, a low regimen, and other 
parts of an antiphlogiftic courfe, tumours 
form in Cowper’s glands, or in other parts 
contiguous to the urethra, and when thefe 
parts actually fuppurate, the matter fhould . 
be immediately difcharged by-an incifion ; 
of a fufficient fize, and the fore treated in 
the ufual way. 


12. That 


172; _ Recapitulation, (Ch.ade > 


-. 12. That) in affe@ions of the: proftate 
_ gland, which do not: give way to blood: 
letting, opium is chiefly to be depended 
on for relieving the irritation and diftrefs 
which enfue from them; the pain being 
often fo fevere that no other remedy proves: 
ufeful. That opium, in thefe cafes, proves’ — 
always moft effectual when applied dire&t- 
ly to the parts affeGed, in the form of in- 
jection ; and that extract of hyofcyamus 
may be ufed when the coftivenefs that 
ufually refults from opium, proves hurt- 
ful. | 7 7 


13. That when the bladder is affected, 
opium or hyofeyamus are in like manner 
to be ufed for relieving the pam. That 
uva urfi is the moft effeétual remedy for 
obviating the difcharge of vifcid mucus — 
the ufual confequence of inflammation of | 
the bladder; and that the thickening of — 


the coats of the bladder, which inflamma-— ~ 
tion, from whatever caufe it arifes,isapt 


' to induce, has in fome cafes. been removed 


ay a gentle courle of mercury. on, 
: Dey Ane : 


Sert. XI. Recapitulation, 173 


14. And laftly, it appears, that the lead- 
ing fymptoms of Gonorrhoea are fo much 
alike in both fexes, that the general me- 
thod of treatment is applicable to both: 
only that in women, as the fituation and 
organization of the parts admit of it, in- 
jections may at all periods of the difeafe 
be ufed with more freedom than in men, 
an inflamed ftate of the bladder being, in 
women, almoft the only circumftance that 
can take place in Gonorrheea to render 
injections improper. 


» CHAP. 
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Of the Confequences of Gonorrhea Virulenta. 


SECTION 1 (as 


General Remarks on the Confequences of Go- 
norrbea Virulenta. | 


7 LTHOUGH the treatment pointed 
out in the preceding feétions for the 

cure of Gonorrhcea proves in general fuc- 
cefsful, yet it muft be admitted, that this — 
does not always happen; that inftances 
occur of different fymptoms proving ob- 
{iimate, notwithftanding a careful and at- 
a tentive 
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tentive application of every remedy with 
which we are acquainted. 
The caufes of this failure I have already 
endeayoired to explain. In this part of 
the work I mean to fpeak of the confe- 
quences of Gonorrhcea, fome of which 
are, in moft inftances, the effect of mif- 
management, while others enfue after the 
greateit care and attention in the conduct 
of the cure. They are all, however, of a 
local nature, and not neceflarily connected 
with any general difeafe of the conftitu- 
tion. The following is the order in which 


- I mean to treat of them: 


-Gleet; feminal weaknefs and impoten- 
cy; ftrictures in the urethra 3 abfcefles and 
fiftule in perineo; deranged fenfations in 
the bladder and urethra; fwelling of the 
tefticle; fwelling of the epidydimis and 
{permatic chord ; {welling of the lympha, 
_tic veflels of the penis; fwelling of the | 
‘glands in the groin; excoriations of the 
glans and prepuce; phymofis; paraphy- 
mofis ; warts on the glans, prepuce, and 
labia pudendi. And, lafily, I fhall adda 


few 


by 
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few obfervations on what may be termed 


Gonorrhoea Simplex, in which a difcharge 
takes place from the urethra, without any 
infectious matter fisde applied to it. 


SECTION Ib 


“© Of Gleets. 


- We the difcharge i in Gonorrhea 2 


continues obftinate, after the fymp: 
toms of inflammation are removed, the 
difeafe is ufually termed a'Gleet. — 

From this definition we might be Jed to 
imagine that the import of the term Gleet 
would be clearly and generally underftood, 
and.that there could be no rifk of its be- 
ing mifapplied. This, however, is not the 
cafe; for the fymptoms which one practi- 
tioner confiders as Gleet, are by others 
{aid to be Gonorrhesa. “Some affert that 
Gleet does not take place till the difcharge - 

a becomes 
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_becomes colourlefs, and refembles mucus ; 
while others are of opinion that Gonor- 
rhoea changes into Gleet before this ahange 
of colour is perceived. 

All agree in this, that Gleet does not 
take place fo long as the difcharge is ca- 
pable cf communicating infection ; but no 
precife marks have yet been difcovered 
by which we can judge of this circum- 
{tance with precifion. When thedifcharge 
becomes tranfparent and vifcid, like mu- 
cus, I believe that no infection will ever 
enfue from it; but I alfo fuppofe, that it is 
often equally harmlefs long before this 
change has appeared in it. By the ufe 
of aftringent injections, demulcents, and 
cooling purgatives ; and, in fome cafes, by 
the lapfe of time alone, the running in 
Gonorrheea will lofe its colour, acquire a 
mucous appearance, and even abate in 
quantity, and yet it will again become > 
yellow, and appear in larger quantities 
than at firft. In fuch circumftances the 
difcharge may be confidered as altogether — 
deprived of the power of communicating 

Vou. I. N infection 5 
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infection’; at leaft no inftance of the con-_ 
trary has ever occurred to me, and I have 
reafon to think, that, im every inftance it 
will be found to prove’ inoffenfive where — 
the inflammation’ by which it was at firft 
induced’ ‘has’ been once completely re- 
moved, whatever the method of cure may 
‘have been by which this was accomplith- 
ed: while, on the contrary, 1 am con- 
vinced, from a variety of faéts which I 
- gould enumerate, that fo long as the pri- 
mary infammation of Gonorrhea con- 
‘tinues, however long this may be, the dif. 
-eharge is equally capable as at the firtt 
of communicating infe@tion. Admitting, © 
therefore that the running fhould not be 
denominated Gleet fo long as it remains 
infectious, it is evident that this term 
ought not to be applied to it, till it has 
become clear and traniparent, or till the — 
inflammation by which it was at firft ex- 
cited is removed, and of which we can 
only be certain by the pain having ceafed — 
which accompanied the inflammatory flate 
ef the difeafe. The difcharge in Gonor- 
: | rhea - 
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rhoea frequently difappears entirely, and 
the patient confiders himfelf, for the 
fpace of feveral days, nay, in fome in- 
ftances, for weeks, as completely cured; 
when, either by violent exertion on horfe- 
back or on foot, by excefs in drinking, or 
too early connection with women, the 
running will again take place, with every 
mark of a new infection. ‘When the pa- 
tient, however, is confcious of not having 
expofed himfelf to the rifk of being in- 
fected, he may always confider this reno- 
vated difcharge as of a harmlefs nature, 
provided the inflammation and pain by ~ 
which it was at firft excited had previouf- 
ly difappeared. Among other proofs of | 
this, I might mention, various inftances 
of married men, who, from Gonorrhea 
contracted im youth, have frequently, 
during life, from one or other of the 
caufes that I have mentioned, experienced 
frequent returns of this difcharge, who, 
in this fituation, have had frequent con- 
nection with their wives, without com- 
municating the difeafe. In fome of thefe 

N 2 the 
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the difcharge will be abfent for feveral 
weeks, nay, for months together; while 
in others it has not difappeared for more 
than two or three days at once, during the 
dhe of twenty years. 

On the firft recurrence of ‘his renovated 
difcharee, as I have termed it, it has ex- 
a@tly the appearance of a new infection 3 
but the event foon thews it'to be different. 
If aftringent injections are employed, 
they, for the moft part, put an immediate 
ftop ‘to the difcharge; and, when left to 
itfelf, the matter ‘becomes more quickly 
colourlefs than in recent cafes of Gonor- 
rhoea. ete | | 

In one inftance, a gentleman applied to 
me ina ftate of great anxiety and diftrefs, — 
the day after his marriage. . He came 
upwards of twenty miles from the coun- 
try, with every appearance of ‘a récent 
clap; which, he aflured me, had broken : 
out that very morning, although no ap- 
pearance of an infection, under which he 
formerly laboured, had been perceived 
FOr BE vaTey of three months, nor had he, . 


during 
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during that period, been expofed to the 
rifk of getting a new one. This, in the’ 
ftate of temporary frenzy, under which. 
I found him, led to the diftrefsful idea of 
his having been infeed during the pre~ 
ceding night, by his newly married: wife. 
I aflured him that this was umpoffible ;: 
for that, independent of the furety which 

he derived from the unblemifhed charac- 

ter of his wife, no infection could have: 
appeared with fuch violence in fuch a ~ 
fhort fpace of time; and on hearing that: 
he formerly laboured under Gleet, I alfo 
yentured to fay, that the difcharge would 
probably difappear almoft as fuddenly as 

its approach had been rapid... My pre-: 
diction proved true. I immediately threw 
up a vitriolic injection, and caufed him 
repeat it three or four times in the courfe | 
of a few hours. By five or fix o’clock in 

the afternoon nothing but a flight oozing - 
from the urethra was perceptibie 3 I fur- 
nifhed him with more of the injection, 
and he went home perfeétly fatistiied:.1m 
the evening. 


N 3 This 
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This happened feveral years ago, and 
the fame appearances have uniformly re- 
curred fince that period, upon every con- 
ne@tion with his wife, but no infection has 
ever been communicated to her. For a 
confiderable time he always had recourfe 


to the injedion on the running taking 


place, but at laft, being perfe@ly convin- 


ced of its being harmlef, he allowed it to. 


go on; fo that for thefe laft three or four 
years, he has feldom been free om it for 
many days together. 3 
But. although patients, when vn ac- 
cuftomed to this difcharge, come to. find 
that it does not communicate infection, 
ftill they can never look upon it with in- 
difference; they all find it troublefome 
and diftreisful, and are therefore, at times, 
anxous to have it removed. When, along 
with this we confider, that long continued 
- Gleets are apt to lay the foundation of 


fome very obftinate and perplexing dif 


eafes of the urethra, it muft at once ap. 


pear, t that i in every inftance, this. fymptom 
merits our moft jerious attention. — 


Gleet. 
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Gleet feems evidently to arife from dif- 
ferent caufes, requiring different modes of 
treatment: it will therefore be proper to» 
confider them viene 


1. The moft PAeshinie variety of Gleet 
fucceeds to the firft ftage of Gonorrheea, 
in which we do not fuppofe, that the ori- 
ginal inflammation went farther than the 
urethra itfelf, or the fmall mucous glands 
immediately emptying into it. 

When the cure of this ftage of Gonor- 
rhoea is interrupted, either by improper 
treatment, or by negligence on the part 
of the patient, and when the difcharge is 
thereby allowed to go on for a great length . 
of time, Gleet is thus frequently produ- 
ced. <Aftringent injections will, for the 
moft part indeed, put a ftop to the run- 
ning, but the flighteft excefs very com- 
monly excites a return of It. 

This variety of the difeafe we abhottnis 
to proceed from relaxation and debility in 
the parts firft affe@ted, and that the obfti- 
nacy with which it often cantinues de- 

N 4 pends 
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pends upon a farther degree of weaknefs, 
induced in thefe parts by the longer con- 
tinuance of the difcharge ; by which it 
would appear to have.a power, if not coun- 
teracted, of autre aOR or propapalite it- 
felf. 

By fome, indeed, this. shes of oscil 
or relaxation being capable of producing 
Gleet, is ridiculed ; and as the fuggeftion. 
comes from very refpectable peers E £ 
think it right to notice it*, : 

Mr Hunter obferves, that by mechani- 
cal weaknefs is underftood the want of» 
power to perform fome action, or fuftain. 
fome force; by animal-weaknefs the fame; 
but he cannot underftand the expreilion 
when applied to an animal, performing an 
uncommon, or an additional action, as . 
feems from the quantity of matter am . 
charged, to happen i in. Gleet. | 

This opinion appears to be founded rip 
on the idea of an increafed difcharge be-— 
ing always the confequence of an increa- ' 

ierfedi 


* Vide Treatife on the iM deat ae by John 
Hunter, p. 100. 
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fed action in the veflels of the part from 
whence it proceeds; and it originates from 
his not difcriminating between general 
debility, and local relaxation or lofs, of 
tone in a particular part. 
- Although an increafed difcharge in the 
veflels of a part would feem to imply an 
increafed action in thefe veflels, yet the 
reverfe of this will, I believe, in moft in- . 
ftances, be found to happen ; and that fu- 
perabundant evacuations proceed, in a 
great proportion of cafes, from local de- 
bility. Lofs of tone in the exhalents, will 
neceflarily produce a more copious dif- 
charge of their contents than will proba- 
bly happen while their power of retention 
remains entire. Were thefe veffels un- 
connected with the reft of the fyftem this 
would not take place; but connected as: 
they are with the arterial fyftem, while 
the vis a tergo remains the fame, any par- 
tial debility to which they may be liable, 
muft, perhaps. univerfally, be attended. 
with a preternatural effufion of their con- 
tents. | 
> There 
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There is much reafon to fuppofe, from 


the phenomena of inflammation, that an’ 
increafed a@tion takes place in the veflels 
of the part affected: but during the ex- 
iftence of this increafe of tone, we com-- 


monly find, that, in Gonorrhcea, the dif 


charge is not fo large as it afterwards be-' 


- comes when the fymptoms of inflamma- 


tion abate. Nay,-it is well known that. 
the difcharge is apt to ftop entirely when 
the parts affected inflame toa greater de~. 
gree than ufual, and that nothing fo rea- 


dily folicits a return of it, as the removal 


of this inflammation by emollient injec- 


tions. 
This is an argument of fine import 


ance in favour of our opinion, and it is: 
farther confirmed by the nature of many 
of the remedies that we employ in Gleet ; 
which are either aftringent, ftrengthen- 


ing, or ftimulating, and other applications 
of a fimilar nature, which feem to a& by 
exciting an increafed exertion in the vef- 
fels of the affected parts, by which they 

are 
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are enabled to refift the action of the ar- 
terial fyftem from behind. 

I therefore confider it as clear and ft 
cided, that this variety of Gleet proceeds 
from relaxation and debility of the exha- 
lents of the urethra, and, perhaps alfo, of 
the excretory ducts of the fmaller mucous 
glands of that paflage. | 

This opinion of Gieet being connected 
with debility, may indeed be carried ‘too: 
far, as happens, I believe, daily in com- 
mon practice. Where Gleet has been of. 
long duration, many imagine that it’ has’ 
either at firft arifen from general weak- 
nefs, or that.it has tended to excite fuch 
a general degree of debility a#muft ob- 
firuct every attempt towards a cure, till 
this ftate of the fyftem is removed. 

Hence patients in this fituation are with 
much care and anxiety enjoined the ufe 
of bark, fteel, and other tonics, with a 
view to remove the general debility ; while 
tefs attention is ufually given to the real 
caufe of the difeafe, the local relaxation’ - 
et the parts affected. 


That 
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That general weaknefs often takes'place _ 
in Gleet, and that it may even be induced ~ 
by a long continuance of the difcharge, 
will not be denied; but I have much rea-- 
fon to think, that in practice, this idea is © 
often carried farther than it ought to be. 
This muft always be the cafe. whenever. 


it makes us lofe fight, as I have obferved ~ 


already, of the real origin of the difeafe ; 


but there.is alfo caufe to imagine,; thatine — 


giving additional vigour to the fyftem 
at large, we tend'to increafe the difcharge: 
by the urethra, unlefs the tone of the 
parts which have been more particularly’ 
weakened be at the fame time reftored. 
The reafon of this has been) explained 
~ above, and I have often had proofs of the 
hurtful tendency ‘of the practice; by 
which, while the patient, from the effects 
of fea-bathing, a full diet, and the ufe of- 
tonics, was daily getting more full in flefh» 
than he was before, the difeafe has evi-- 
dently been gaining ground, from no par= 
ticular attention bemg given to the flate 


of 
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of the ‘ig from whence the : ‘running 
originated. | | : 

In a ftate of univerfal debility; whether 
induced by a long continuance of the dif- 
charge, or by any other caufe, the moft 
powerful remedies fhould no doubt be 
employed for it; but what I with to in- 
culcate is, that in common practice we 
rather do harm by confidering this gene- 
ral relaxation of the fyftem as the firft 
object of attention, when, in fact, it often 
either does not take place at all, or only 
in fuch a’ degree as to render it a mattér 
of very trifling importance, when com- 
pared with the local difeafe in the ure-. 
thra. ¢ | 
In a great proportion of cafes of this 
variety of Gleet, our attention fhould be 
chiefly directed to this affection of the 
urethra; and by experience we find that 
fuch remedies are chiefly to be relied on 
as act directly upon the feat of the difeafe. 

‘Various remedies have been employed 
for this purpofe, but they may all be com- 
prehended under the two general heads of 

= aftringents 
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aftringents and. ftimulants; for all chat 
have yet been found ufeful in this defcrip- 
tion of Gleet, feem either to aét by their 
aftringent properties, or by their power of 
ftimulating the Legon ta: which. eS are 
applied. 
When aftrmgent’ inje@tions navel not 
been employed, they ought, in the firft - 


place, to get a full trial 3 for although = 


they do not always prove fuccefsful, yet ' 
they frequently do fo, and we feldom find 
that any rifk enfues from them, as fome- 
times does from thofe which ftimulate. . 
- Any of the aftringent folutions. for 
which prefcriptions are given in the Ap- 
pendix, may be employed 5 but the vitrio+ 
ie | folutiony No..1%. 1s one of the fafeit, 
and very commoenly proves the moft ef- 
fe&tual. In the ufe of all aftringent injec- 
tions they ought to be thrown up fre- 
quently, not lefs than fix or eight times a 
day. This I particulartly noticed when 
{peaking of injections im Gonorrheoea, and - 
it proves equally proper im this wabes/ of 
Gleet. | 

“But 
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But -where aftringent inje@tions have 
been already employed for the cure of a 
previous Gonorrhcea, and where there is 
no doubt of their having received a pro-- 
per trial, as there would be'no caufe to ex- 
pect advantage from a farther ule of them, 
they ought ;not to be longer continued. 

In that ftate of the difeafe where a plen- 
tiful difeharge takes place, with little or 
no pain, and where aftringents have been 
employed with no advantage, ftimulating 
applications are to be chiefly trufted. 

The ftimulants that we employ are of 
two kinds; acrid folutions and mixtures 
in the form of injections; and bougies: 
which ever of the two are ufed, it ought 
to ftimulate the parts gertly to which it 
is applied, but not in fuch a degree as to 
excite much inflammation. Remedies of 
this clafs prove moft fuccefsful where they 
give only a moderate degree of pain and 
heat in the urethra; fuch as is felt in the 
commencement of the firft ftage of Go- 
norrhoea. We often indeed meet with in- 
ftances of a newly contracted clap carry- 


Mm x 
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ing off a Gleet of long duration; and as 
this is always productive of fome degree 
of inflammation, we conclude that the re- 
medies employed in Gleet muft ad ina 
Gimilar manner, by gently ftimulating and 
exciting the parts to inflame in fuch.a de- 
gree as experience fhews te prove ufeful. 
To excite violent pain would at all times 
be improper, as the inflammation which 
this would induce might occafionally go 
too far. Much harm, indeed, has been | 
done by want of attention to this circum- 
ftance. A fwelled tefticle is not an un- 
common effect of it; and I have known 
the inflammation proceed to the proftate 
gland and bladder. 

This, however, may in almoft every in- 
ftance be prevented, by due attention to 
the ftrength of the injection ; nor can it 
ever occur but from fome very unufual pe- 
culiarity in the flate of the parts, or from 
great inattention on the part of the practi- 
tioner. Although none can go more fully 
into the ufe of inje@tions than I have done 


for a long time paft, I have not met with 
more 
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more than two or three inftances of fwell- 
ing of the teftes being ever induced by 
them: -I rather, indeed, think that a pro- 
per ufe of injections tends to prevent fuch 
frequent recurrences of this fymptom as 
would otherwife happen. It has not at 
leaift been nearly fo frequent, in the courfe 
of my experience, fince I trufted almoft 
entirely to injections for the cure of Go- 
norrheea, as it was before, and I conclude 
that in this refpe@ they ad entirely by 
cutting fhort the duration of the difcharge, 
which in a moft obvious manner they do, 
and by which they muft with much cer- 
tainty leffen the chance of attack of all 


fymptoms connected with the difeafe, fwell- 


ings of the teftes as well as others, 

In the ufe of injections, however, much 
circum{pection is neceflary ; for if they be 
not of a ftrength fufficient to excite fome 
degree of irritation, little or no advantage 
enfues from them, while much harm might 
be done by having them too frone. In 
_ the formule annexed to this they are of a 
proper, itrength for a great proportion of 

Vou. I. Lot . Weales:s 


~ 
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bites ; and as an nidinional edn can 
- be eafily given when on trial they are 
found to Be too weak, they fhould not per- 
haps in any inftance be pete on their 
-firft application. | 
One of the beft injections that I have 
employed in Gleet, is a weak folution of 
muriated corrofive. mercury in water *. 
That is, in the proportion of an eight part 
of a grain of the mercury to an ounce of 
water, which is as ftrong as it ought ever : 
- to be at firft; although fome ina gradual 
'” manner come to bear it in the quantity of 
half a grain to the ounce. I know that: 
fome have advifed it of a fill greater 
ftrength, even to the extent of a grain af 
mercury ‘to the ounce of water; but al- 
though I am in the daily practice of ufing 
it, | have met with none who could bear 
it of this ftrength. I therefore fufpect that . 
thofe who advifed it have never begs in - 
the practice of ufing it. 34 
[ have taken the more particular 1 notice 
of this, as feveral inftances haye fallen’ 


within - 
¥ Vide Appentix, No, 24. 
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within my obfervation, of very. pernicious 
confequences from injections containing 
too great a proportion of corrofive mer- | 
eury, while no inconyeniency enfues from 
them when not ftronger than pare 1 have 
pointed out, | 

Where a {olution of ehitoava mercury 
by itfelf has failed, I have known the ad- 
dition of faccharum faturni prove ufeful *; 
and in fome very irritable patients, inwhom 
even the fmalleft quantity of the mercury 
has given much pain, an addition of muci- 
lage has enabled them to bear it. Of-this 
a formula is given in the Appendix f.. 

A folution of fal ammoniac { proves 
fometimes effectual in this ftate of Gleet, 
The volatile alkah, fuch as aqua ammo- 
nize, or fpiritus falis ammoniaci, properly 
diluted, make likewife ufeful inje@ions for 
this purpofe, as in formule, No. 28. and 
29.; and verdigrife, diffolved either in oil 
or in fpirit of fal ammoniac, afford alfo a 
very effectual form of injection for the 

Ae ger | fame 


* Vide Appendix, No. 25, +No.26. $No.27. 
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fame purpofe : formule of thefe laft are 
civen in Nos. 30. and 31.3 and in. fome | 
inftances tincture of catharides, properly -— 
diluted, as in No. 32+ has been found to 
antwer. | ed 
Befides the ueeamatienee of afcertaining 


the proper ftrength of thefe ‘injections, a 3 


good deal of addrefs is, required in apply- 
ing them. They muft not be employed 
either fo long or fo frequently as aftrin- 


‘ gent injedions : From, thefe no harm can ~ 


enfue, however frequently they may be 


applied ; but flimulating injections fhould 
not be continued longer than merely to. 
excite fome degree of irritation in the 


parts affected. 


This. being ceed a. few ‘days 
fhould elapfe before any other remedy is” 
employed ; for it fometimes happens that 
the running will ftop after thefe. ftimulat- 4 


‘ing injections are laid afide, although, du- 


ring the ufe of them, it appeared to be in- | 


creafed. But when, after an interval of | 
three or four days, this does not take place, ; 


aftringent injections fhould be employed 
in| 
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in thé‘manner already ers out : for the 
firft fage of Gonorrheea. | 

Even thefe will not always fucceed 5 for 
we ‘frequently find that although the run- 
ning” may difappear for a few days, that 
it will‘return again and again, and with 
equal violence as at firft. oS! 

In futh circumftances, the Tejera cig 
injections fhould again be renewed, and 
the inflammation excited in a greater de= 
eree than before; for Ihave commonly» 
found that this may be done with more’ 
fafety in the fubfequent’ application of _ 
thefe injections ; and in the more advan- 
ced ftages of Gleet; the higher the degree’ 
of inflammation that can with ‘fafety be 
excited,’ the more certain we are of its 
proving fuccefsful. 

When injections do not fucceed,'a pro- 
per application of bougies will fometimes 
anfwer. By irritating the urethra, bougies 
act nearly i in the fame manner with ftimu- 
lating injections: in fome inftances they 
have appeared to prove more effectual than 
injections, perhaps from the: fupport that 

03 , they 
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they give to ) parts which have been de- — 
prived of theirtone. ‘This, however, does 
- not happen ‘with much certainty ; info- | 
much that I always ‘give’the :preference 
to injections in the firft inflance,.as being 
lefs formidable in the application to thofe 
who have not been accumftomed. to) the 
ufe of bougies. * 
‘Bougies compofed of the ‘ne firnple 
materials, cominonly anfwer -all that we 
expect from this kind of remedy ; ; but 
when thefe fail in exciting-a fufficient -de- 
gree of inflammation, they are eafily made 
more active by dipping them in oil of 
turpentine, in-a thin liniment of waxiand 
oil with a fmall: ‘proportion of red.préci~ 
pitate, or in-common bafilicon reduced. 
with oil of turpentine, to. acing confiftence 
of a Tiniment. RY. 
I have no -reafon to think.that mercu- 
rials act in the cure of Gleet-as fpecifics 5 
but the ftimulus which mercurial oint- — 
ment gives to the urethra, when applied 
upon bougies, proves often'as effectual-as 
that of any other irritating fubftance. mie 
iseproper, however, torobferve, that oint- 
| BER ap 4088. 
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ments ufed for this purpofe fhould be 
ftrongly impregnated with mercury : there 
fhould not be lefs than equal parts of quick- 
filver and hog’s-lard; and I have fome- 
times thought that mercury extinguifhed” 
by triturating with honey, acts more cer- 
tainly asa ftimulant than it ufually does 
‘with any unctuous fubftance. | 
If the conftitution is much diahilivaved, 
while this application of remedies to the 
difeafed parts is going on, a nourifhing, | 
invigorating dict fhould be advifed. Ani- 
mal food, together with a moderate por- | 
tion of red wine fhould be allowed daily ; 
and in fuch circumftances bark may with 


propriety be exhibited as a tonic: but for: ea 


the reafons that I have given, there is 
much caufe to think that the general prac- 
tice of giving kark, fteel, and other tonics, 
in all cafes of this kind, is by no means_ 
well founded, and in many inftances that 
it does harm. . 

Some of the ftimulating aftringent bal- 
fams, given internally, frequently prove 
ufeful here; probably from their ten- 

O 4 dency 
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dingy to ftimulate) in a more’ toca 
manner the organs of -urine. Balfamuny 
copaiba is. chiefly ufed for this purpofe, 
but Canada balfam; and all the turpen= 
tines, may be employed with perhaps’ 
equal advantage. Fifteen or twenty drops’ 
of any of thefe may be Buen three. or idl 
times a-day. .oo) s vite: Gliw 

A eitset ih ufe of fac aiesaiiie ha ‘If a4 
proved ferviceable in this variety of: Gleet.: 
Ten drops of; the: tincture may be: given: 
WO OF three times a-day. oa tut 

But, although: dome :adyantage mity! fer 
derived from all of ‘thefe remedies when; 
employed;along with local ftimulants, yet: 
no dependence is: otherwife to be placed» 
on them. This, it may be faid, renders; 
the advantages.that are faid to arife from; | 
them both doubtful and equivocal ; but ins 
different cafes I think I have evidently de-; 
rived greater benefit from a combination. 
of the two fets of remedies, than we ufual-_ 
ly do from the foparate ufe of either of 
them. ; : 


} cal, 
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Cold ‘bathing ‘is ‘a remedy commonly’ 
advifed in Gleets, and where the conftitu- 
tion is much debilitated,* it feldom fails’ 


to prove ufeful; otherwife no advantage 
accrues from’ it, af it be not from the lo- 
cal application’ of cold to the parts chiefly 
affected. In this view, the daily effufion 


of cold water upon the penis, and’ bath-' 


ine the perineum, is fometimes advited 
with a 4, | . : 


<2 . 


2. ‘The next ay frequent variety of. 
Gleet fucceedsto'the fecond ftage of Gow 


norrhcea. Afterall the fymptoms excited 
bythe actual prefence of inflammation 


have fubfided, this variety of the difeafe: 


is very apt to terminate in Gleet, 


In the third fection of the laft Bwapeek 
I endeavoured to:fhew, that in this ftage 
of Gonorrhcea, Cowper’s glands are chief. ' 
ly affected, and that they afford a reat’ 
proportion of all the matter that -is dift' 
charged’ Any inflammation which takes 
place along with this in the membrane of : 
the urethra, is, for the moft part, eafily 


removed ; 
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removed ; fo that the Gleet,: whith of- 

ten fucceeds, proceeds either altogether, — 
or nearly fo, from the cavities of thefe 
Glands wid ane . <P 

_ Gleet, proceeding frem this caufe, is, 
for the moft part, eafily diftinguithed from. 
that which I have defcribed as the firft. 

or moft frequent variety of the. difeafe.. 

In this laft the matter ufually proceeds - 
from within an inch; or little more, of, 
the glans; or when parts farther back are © 
affe@ed, the difcharge may be eafily for- 

ced off from them by very gentle preflure 
upon the perineum: but, in the other, the: 
matter is in every inftance found to:pro- - 
ceed from the upper part of the urethra ; 
a greater degree of preffure upon the parts: 
is neceflary to force it out; and fome de- 
gree of fullnefs, accompanied with irrita- 
tion, and even with pain, is experienced. 


on the perineum being nee for this 4 


purpote. | 
We are alfo affiftted in the dia grb ne > 
the hiftory of the preceding Gonorrhea; 
for it will uniformly appear that the firft ry 
* variety 
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variety of Gleet has fucceeded to the firft 
ftage of Gonorrhoea, and that the fecond 
‘ftage of Gonorrheea has given rife to that 
which we are now confidering. 

Inthe treatment of Gleet it is of i import: 
ance to have this difference afcertained, 
for the'r emedies which commonly prove 
fuccefsful in the one, are ufed in the other, 
either without any advantage, or even 
with evident proofs of doing harm. Thus, 
although inthe firft variety of Gleet we 
depend fo much upon .ftimulating injec-- 
tions, that a cure can feldom be obtained 
without them; in the other, where the 
larger glands of the.urethra are affected, 
thefe injections render every fymptom 
worfe than it was before. .At leaft this 
always happens where the injection is of 
fuch a ftrength, as to: excite pain and in- 
flammation ;.and.if-weaker than this, it 
may be ufed.for an indefinite length of 
time without any .effect. The glands 
opening into'the urethra being here the 

feat of the ‘difeafe, aftringent injections, 
_ applied-asI have .elfewhere. obferved, to. 

their 
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tat excretory ducts, may produce a a tem” 
porary ftoppage of the difcharge; but, as’ 
they do not reach the cavities of | ‘the! 
glands, they cannot be ‘fuppofed™ to’ prod” 


duce any permanent advantage.” While, 3 


again, when ar injection of fuch a ftrength’ 
is employed as to excite inflammation up~ 
on the ends of thefe ducts, it'is‘apt to pro~ 


‘duce {welling in the glands themfelves? 


which. at lait commonly ” terminates in 
fuppuration, to the great diftrefs and dif’ 
“appointment both of the pe Siie and ‘prac.’ 
titioner. ipvice! ails CaF @LPOUF 
Hence whenever it is with certainty’ 
known that a Gleet is of this defeription, 
injections fhould be no longer employed; 
or when, for the fatisfaction of - patients,’ 


a farther trial of injétions become nhecef: 


fary, fuch preparations only fhould- be: 


ufed as are flightly aftringent. “09 5 
In fuch circumftances, bougies, and bli. 


ters to the perineum, are the moft effectial 
remedies that I have employed. ‘The 


bougies fhould be of the. mildeft kind, 
fuch as ftimulate the parts gently, without 
exciting 
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exciting inflammation. By,this, and by 
the fupport which from their fize and form 
“they afford to the weakened ‘parts, they 
often prove ufeful; and even when they 
ftimulate. more than we either may have 
withed or expected, they do not fo readily 
do harm as injections; for the inflamma- 
tion which bougies in this fituation excite 
is always accompanied with a copious dif- 
charge of matter, by which the inconyve- 
nience that might otherwife enfue from 
them is prevented. , 
Bougies, for every purpofe, fhould ez as 
large as the capacity of the urethra will © 
admit; but a full fized bougie is ftill more 
neceflary in this variety of Gleet than in 
fome other fymptoms of the difeafe ; for 
it is chiefly by their fize that they Braye . 

ufeful in the cure. 
_In a great proportion of cafes it ap- 
pears, in the courfe of a few days, whe- 
ther bougies are to prove ufeful or not ; 
but no permanent benefit ever enfues from | 
them if they be not continued for a con- 
fiderable time. When the difeafe has been 
of 
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of long duration, the bougies fhould be — 


applied for the pace of ten or twelve 


weeks, and not even then defifted from if 
the cure be not confirmed. It is proper, — 


however, to obferve, after bougies haye 
been ' ufed without interruption for three 
or four weeks together, that they fhould 
from time to time be laid afide, that the 
effe@s which they produce may be dif 
covered ; for while they are daily intro- 
duced we cannot with certainty know 
whether the difcharge which takes place 
ts the effe@ of the difeafe, or of the irri- 
_tation which the bougies excite, as they 
can never be applied for any length of 
time together, not even to a found urethra, 

without being found covered with matter, 
‘or with mucus in the form of matter, on 
their being withdrawn. 

When bougies fail, a blifter seatied over 
the whole perineum fometimes proves ufe- 
ful. Whether it is by ftimulatingthe parts 
affected that blifters a@ inthe removal of 


Gleet, or by the diicharge which they ex- | 


cite from the furface, is uncertain; for in 
fome 


“t., s x 
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fome an evident advantage enfues upon 
their firft application, and before any 
quantity of difcharge can have occurred ; 
while in others no effect is obferved to re- 
fult from them till the fecond, third, or 
perhaps, fourth blifter, has been applied. 
. Ina few inftances, fome advantage has ap- 
peared to enfue from a fmall portion of 
the bliftered part being kept open with 
epifpaftic ointment; from which I was 
induced, in two cafes of much obftinacy, 
to advife the introduction of a fmall feton 
on one fide of the perineum; but although 
this feemed likewife to leffen the difcharge, 
the advantage derived from it was neither 
fo great nor fo obvious as to compenfate 
the inconvenience arifing from the difa- 
greeable nature of the remedy. 

Where this variety of Gleet proves ob- 
ftinate, fcrophula is often difcovered as 
_ the caufe of it. If fcrophula has not al- 
ready appeared in a more’evident form in 
other parts of the body, it often happens 
that the glands of the neck, and other firt 
picious parts, are found to be tumefied, 

and 
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and that the complexion of, the ‘patient, 


which is commonly delicate, gives much 


caufe to conclude that the AyHhemas As, not 
free of it. 

In fuch circumftances, all i Bi eS 
ufually employed in fcrophula are advifed. 
Bark and hemlock fometimes prove ufe- 


ful; but no remedy that has yet been.em- | | 


ployed’ acts with . equal, pula aS’ fea 
| Spann. | 


| In enumerating. the different varieties 
of Gleet, I have proceeded in the. order 
in which they moft frequently appear. 
. The next of which I fhall take notice pror 
ceeds from ftri@ures in the urethra. 
In an enfuing fection I fhall find it ne- 


_ceflary to enter, more minutely, upon the 
confideration of venereal ftriGures in the 


urethra: at prefent, therefore, it feéms 
only neceflary. to fay, that, they are to be 
confidered as a very frequent caufe of 
Gleet. The {pongy furface of the urethra, 


the fubftance i in which thefe ftrictures ages ; 


feated, is. very apt.to become tender and 
excoriated, 


* son, ra 
ne he en a, Le 
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excoriated. A flight degree of ulceration 
thus takes place, which continues to give 
out matter while. any degree of the ftric- 
ture remains; and where the extent of 
the difeafe is confiderable, this of itfelf 
would afford a very copious difcharge ; 
but befides this, the remora which every 
{tricture occafions, of urine and mucus 
_ between the part in which the ftri@ure is 
feated and the bladder, acts as a very 
powerful caufe of irritation, and in this 
manner renders the difcharge more abun- 
dant than we almoft ever find it to be, in | 
Gleet proceeding from any other caufe. _ 

Where ftrictures are not fufpected as the 
caufe of Gleet, as often happens where the 
obftruction to the flow of urine is not con- 
fiderable, the patient as well as the furgeon 
is apt to be deceived, and to proceed daily 
with the plan of effecting a cure by in- 
jections, balfam of copaiba, and other 
aftringents. None of thefe remedies, how- 
ever, have any influence, and the dif- 
charge, after: many years continuance, is 
found to be nearly in the fame ftate,, or 

fy aS & P perhaps 


ao... Ue 


perhaps worfe, than it was at firft. Of 
this every practitioner muft have met 
with inftances, and they always prove the 
fource of much perplexity and embarrafi- 
ment. : : id. 
Whenever Gleet, therefore, refifts the 
ufaal remedies, and is thus particularly 
obftinate, it fhould be our firft object to 
afcertain the teal ftate of the urethra, and 
to learn whether ftrictures exift im it or 
not. In fome cafes this will at once be 


known from the ftate of fymptoms obtain- 


ed from the patient, as well as from exter- 
nal preflure upon the urethra from the 
point of the penis to the fundament. This, 
however, will only happen in the more 
fevere degrees of the difeafe. Where the 
obftructiion is flight, it may, as I have al- 
ready obferved, pais unnoticed 5 fo that in 
all fuch circumftances, and efpecially 
where there is any caufe for doubt, the 
paflage fhould be examined with a bougie, 
by which alone any certainty upon this 
point can be obtained. — yee 
When 
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When the exiftence of ftriGure is dif. - 
covered, all other remedies fhould be laid 
afide, and the cure trufted to bougies. 
Hereafter I fhall have occafion.to fpeak 
more particularly of bougies; at prefent 
it is only neceflary to fay, that they are 
the only remedy upon which we can de- 
pend for the removal of ftri@ures, and 
that they very commonly prove effectual 
when perfifted in for a due length of 
time. 

When the difcharge proceeds entirely- 
from ftrictures, it will, for the moft part, 
foon fubfide on thefe being removed; but 
when it continues more than a few days af- 
ter the bougies are withdrawn, it becomes 
proper to employ aftringent injeGions in 
order to carry it off. Lime-water an-. 
fwers well: for this particular purpofe, 
indeed, it anfwers better than any other 
form of injection that I have ufed, but it 
requires to be diluted with an equal quan- 
tity of common water. 


Eee 4. The 


— 
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4 The ‘Jaft variety of Gleet which I 


have to notice proceeds from a fwelled 
ftate of the proftate eland, and fucceeds, 
as we have already had occafion to fee, to — 
the third ftage of Gonorrhoea Virulenta. . 
In treating of Gonorrheea the fymptoms | 
awere enumerated by which affections of | 
the proftate gland may be difcovered; but — 
we have no certain means of knowing to 
what extent this gland may be fwelled 
but by examination with sh nner in 
ano. it 
Befides the meodvenisnay arifing ceark ; 
the difcharge itfelf, in common to this 
and every variety of Gleet, there 1s for 
the moft part a good deal of uneafinels, 
and even pain, produced by the fwelling 
‘of this gland; which excites alfo a more 
frequent defire to pafs water than any 
other variety of the difeafe, together with 
a fenfation of heat and fulnefs over the 
whole parts contiguous to the anus. The 
reneftuus with which it is often accompa- 
nied is alio.a very diftrefsful fymptom. 


Gleet, 
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Gleet, proceeding from this caufe, is 
fometimes combined with other varieties 
of the difeafe, particularly with that which: 
was laft defcribed. In this, cafe the dit 
charge has moft frequently the appearance 
of being a mixture of pus-and mucus; but 
when it proceeds entirely from a difeafed 
ftate of the proftate gland, it is thinner 
than purulent matter, and, although fome- 
times tinged, of a pale, or yellow colour, 
it is more frequently of the confiftence. 
and colour of mucus.—This makes it of- 
ten be miftaken by the patient fora dif 
charge of femen. 

No injections are of any utility in this 
variety of Gleet;. nor is any advantage 
derived from bougies. On the contrary, 
they are both apt to do harm, particularly 
a perfeverance in the ufe of them; a prac- 
tice which thofe not accuftomed to this 
branch of bufinefs are very apt to fall in+ 
“to. S$wellings of this gland are very com- 
monly attended with fome degree of ob- 
ftruction to the paflage of urine, and when 
this is miftaken for ftri@ures, as often 

Lhe _ happens, 
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happens, bougies are immediately advifed 
in order to remove it. For the moft part, 
however, they excite much irritation in — 
the gland itfelf, as well as an increafe 
both of the pain and of the difcharge: 
Opiates are the remedies upon which 
our chief dependence fhould be placed, 
_ By allaying irritation, they not only keep 
the patient free from pain, but in doing 
fo they tend more than any other remedy 
to leflen the difcharge. It muft, how- 
ever, be acknowledged, that they act 
chery as ees ; but even the mere 
prevention of pain is a point of no {mall 
importance ina difeafe which otherwife 
is apt to render the patient miferable. In | 
fpeaking of affeions of this gland in the 
- third ftage of Gonorrhea, I advifed opi- 
ates to be ufed in clyfters, inftead’ of be- 
ing taken by the mouth. They do not, 
in this form, fo readily induce ficknefs, — 
and they ufually prove ‘more effe@tual in — 
relieving pain. 3 
In feveral inftances, where no great ade q 
vantage has been derived from all the © 
quantity 


Set. II. Of Gleets. 215 


quantity of laudanum that durft be given 
by the mouth, patients have been kept 
eafy by a grain or two of opium diflolyed 
in a fmall quantity of mucilage, and 
thrown, from time to time, imto,the rec- 
tum. fare 

Where this difeafe of the proftate oc- 
curs in ferophula, an occurrence by no 
means uncommon, hyofcyamus, cicuta, 
and fea-bathing, are the remedies ufually 
employed; and although they feldom ac- | 
complifh a cure where the gland is much 
fwelled, yet they frequently afford re- 
lief; and flighter degrees of the difeafe 
have, in fome inftances, been removed by 
them. : 

In the ufe of heya yamus, I think it 
right to obferve, that it is commonly gi- 
ven in too fmall dofes. Inftead of giving 
a grain only or fo of the extract at firit, 
and increafing the dofe flowly, it may, to 
an adult, be given to the quantity of fix 
or eight grains two or three times a-day, 
and increafed to twelve, fifteen, or even 


twenty grains foreach dofe. 
P4 Some 
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Some practitioners, as. I have already 
had occafion to remark, give mercury in 
every variety of Gleet, but I have never 
known any advantage derived from it, 
and where the proftate gland. is difeafed 
it very commonly does harm. | 

As I have mentioned above, that’ in 
Gleet proceeding from ftrictures in the 
urethra, a flight degree of ulceration fome- 
times takes place, it may be imagined that 
mercury fhould in fuch inftances prove 
ufeful, from its well known powers of | 
healing venereal ulcers. It is not; How- 
ever, found to promote the cure of thefe. 
ulcerations ; a circumftance that may be 
confidered as a farther proof of the diffe- 
rence between Gonorrhcea Virulenta and. 
Lues Venerea; for if ulcers of this defcrip- 
tion were induced by the matter of Lues 
Venerea, mercury would feldom fail in 
curing them, while no other remedy would 
ever prove fuccefsful. But, inftead. of 
this, I have repeatedly found, that no ad- 
vantage is derived from mercury in the 
treatment of .this fymptom; while bou- 

SIes, 
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gies, when properly managed, very com- 
monly prove effectual. | 

What I have hitherto faid upon the 
fubject of Gleet relates chiefly to the dif 
eafe as it occurs in men, Gleet being in 
them both more frequent, and of much 
more difficult treatment than it ufually is 

in women. wee 
We often meet with it, however, in 
women: but it is here proper to remark, 
that Gleet is equally difficult to diftin- 
guifh from fluor albus, as in a former dec- 
tion [have obferved it to be with regard to 
Gonorrhea. Referring to what-was then 
faid upon the means of diftinguithing be- 
tween Gonorrhoea and Gleet, I fhall. at 
prefent proceed fhortly to obferve, that in 
women we depend entirely for the cure 
of Gleet upon a proper perfeverance in 
the ufe of injections. When after a due 
continuance of fuch as we conceive to be 
aftringent *, if the difcharge ftill conti- 
nues, thofe {hould be employed which ap- 
pear to act by flimulating the parts to 
| | which 

* Vide Appendix, Nos. 18, 19, and 20. 
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which aie are applied, ethno ei 
24. and 25. 
When the difeafe is feated in thet vagi- 
na, as is generally the cafe, thefe injec- 
tions may be thrown up with freedom; 
but when the difcharge proceeds from the 
urethra, they ought, on account of ithe - 
contiguity of the bladder, as I had occa- 
fion to remark in a former fection, to be 
thrown up with much caution. 
In women I ‘have fometimes found that 
a Gleet has arifen from ulceration within 
the verge of the vagina. In fuch inftan- 
ces injections have little or no influence ; 
and as fores of this defcription are com- 
monly connected with Lues Venerea, they 
can only be cured by a courfe of mer- 
cury. ) 
It is proper, however, to remark, that 
women are liable, as men are, to excoria- 
tions from the acrimonious nature of the 
matter of Gonorrhea. A difcharge of 
matter from this caufe will be moft rea- 
dily cured by aftringent injections ; or 
bathing 
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bathing the parts with lime-water, or a 
faturnine folution. 

I have never met with the real tanereal 
{ftricture in women. Excreflences form in 
the urethra of females from other caufes ; 
but ftricture from Gonorrhcea muft necef- 
farily, in this fex, be a rare occurrence. 
If it ever takes place, bougies muft here, 
as in men, be depended upon for a cure. 


SECTION UL 


Of Impotency from Seminal Weakne/s. 


HAT is here meant by impotency, 
is a deprivation of the power of 
propagating the {pecies. 

This may proceed from various caufes ; 
but it is that variety of the difeafe only 
which is ufually fuppofed to arife from 
weaknefs in the feminal veflels that we 
are now to confider. 
Impotency 


220 OF imgetency from Gh. HE, 


Impotency i is an occurrence, which, 
young people, either in reality or oe 
takes place daily ; and as it proves at all 
times a fource of much anxiety and dif- 
—trefs, it neceflarily becomes, a frequent 
object of attention to practitioners. A 
degree of debility inducing want of re- 
tention in the feminal Daa is, no doubt, 
fometimes met with; but the ftrong be 
fire which Nature, has wifely implanted 
in all men to be complete and entire, in. 
whatever relates to the propagation of his 
» fpecies, is often, in early youth, the caufe 
of much ill-founded fufpicion on this 
point, and of circumftances refpecting it 
being confidered as real which never took 
place. 

Thus there is nothing; more common 
than for young people to fuppofe that they - 
are weak and debilitated, on perceiving 
an oozing of mucus from the urethra, or 
a difcharge of femen when at ftool. The 
firft, however, is natural to many when in 
full -health, and where no. fufpicion of 
weaknefs. exifts; and the latter, or a dif- 

charge 
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charge of femen, is at all times a frequent 
confequence of hardened foeces compref- 
fing the veficule feminales, when thefe 
veflels are full of femen. But fufpicion 
on this point being once awake, it is often 
difficult, and fometimes impoflible, to re- 
move it; infomuch that many have been 
rendered miferable by this alone, where 
no veftige of difeafe could be traced. 

It is confidered by many as one of the 
moft certain proofs of weaknefs in the fe- 
minal veflels, when a difcharge of femen 
inftantly fucceeds to an erection, or, per- 
haps, to an imperfect degree of it. But 
this may alfo happen from a ftate of over- 
excitement in the other parts of genera- 
tion, and I alfo believe that it often oc- 
curs from the feminal fluid being collec- 
ted in too great quantity in the veficule 
feminales. I have reafon indeed to ima- 
gine, as will appear in the fequel, that 
this is the moft frequent caufe of all fuch 
affections. 

It may be faid, that if the difeafe exifts, 
and the patient is rendered | completely 

impotent, 


222 Of Impotency from Ch. I 


impotent, that the caufe of his being fo is 
a point of little importance. It will ap- 
pear, however, that this is by no means 
the cafe; for while real impotency, is in 
a great proportion of cafes to be confider- 
ed as incurable, we have it in our power, 
perhaps, in moft inftances of approach to 
this ftate, to accomplith a cure. 

In the laft fection we have feen that | 
Gleet proceeds at one time from an affec- 
tion of the glands in other parts of the 
urethra, but in fome cafes that it arifes 
from a fwelling of the proftate. When 
this exifts for any length of time, we find 
that not only the dud of the proftate 
gland becomes weak and relaxed, but that - 
a lofs of tone takes*place in fame of the 
contiguous parts,. particularly in the ex- 
cretory ducts of ‘the veficule feminales ; 
-infomuch, that a great proportion of all. 
who have long laboured under Gleet from 
affections of this gland, have likewife been 
_ liable, in fome degree, to feminal weak- 
nefs. It is well known that long conti- 
nued Gleets are fometimes the caufe of 

Impotency. 
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Impotency. For the moft part, it is fup- 
pofed, that this happens from the general 
debility which they induce. In fome in- 
{tances this may be the cafe; but I have 
much reafon to think that they aét much 
more frequently by inducing a local weak- 
nefs only in the parts deftined for the re- . 
ception of the femen. This I conclude 
to be the cafe from this kind of debility 
taking place where there is no appearance 
whatever of general weaknefs, for inftan- 
ces often occur in conftitutions apparent- 
ly firm and healthy, of fuch degrees of 
weaknefs in the feminal organs, that emif- 
fions take place, not merely from partial 
erections and lafcivious ideas, but from 
the ordinary friction applied to the penis 
in riding and walking; and, in fome in- 
ftances, from the effect of heat alone, whe- 
ther excited by wine, exercife, or sails 
near a fire. : 

. Thofe who have fuftered aivich from 
frequent returns of Gonorrhcea, and par- 
ticularly from Gleet, are very apt to be 
diftrefled with a difcharge of femen on 

the 
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the flichteft application of any of the 
caufes that I have enumerated. 

The local weaknefs thus induced in thefe 
parts by Gleet feems very much to re- — 
femble the effects of Onanifm ; a habit fo 
baneful to many of our youth, that I be- 
lieve it to be more deftructive in its effects | 
than a great proportion of all the difeafes 
to which in early life they are liable. 
‘Were it to prove hurtful to thofe only 
whofe felf-indulgence gives rife to it, there 
would be lefs caufe to regret the effects 
of it; but, befides rendering the parent 
himfelf miferable, it evidently entails the 
fevereft diftrefs upon pofterity, by gene- _ 
rating languor, debility, and difeafe, in- 
ftead of that ftrength of conftitution with- — 
eut which there can be no enjoyment. 

Some, I know, havé entertained a dif- 
ferent opinion upon this point, and ima- 
gine, that no bad effects are to be dread-_ : 
ed from the habit to which I allude*. 

But 


1 * Vide Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, by John 
Hunter, chap. xii. 
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But this is fo dire@ly contrary to: the ex- 
perience of others, and I have met with 
fo many inftances of conftitutions being 
irretrievably ruined by this kind of -in- 
dulgence, that I cannot avoid, in the 
firongeft manner, to fay what I think of 
it: nor does it appear that any benefit 
could refult to fociety from a contrary 
opinion being admitted, even allowing it _ 
to be well founded; for although no im- 
mediate harm might enfue from i it to the 
conftitution, it ought to be difcouraged as 
unnatural, and as tending to divert the at- 
tention from an enjoyment of a {uperior 
kind. While, therefore, there is much 
caufe to confider the practice as highly 
dangerous to all who follow i ig, and while 
fuch a propenfity prevails towards it in 
that early age when boys cannot form a 
judgment of its hurtful tendency, I con- 
fider it as incumbent on thofe who write 
upon it.to paint the baneful effets which 
refult from it in their true and proper co- 
dours. 


VOL. L a? In 
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In the treatment of this variety of Im- 
~ potency, whether it has been induced by 
* Onanifm, or whether it be the confequence — 

of Gleet, it becomes proper to diftin- 
~ guifh it into two ftages. The one, fo far — 
as I have ever feen, is of a nature that 
does not admit of a remedy; while the 
other may, in moft inflances, be complete- 
: ly cured. Many confider it fo certainly 
as incurable that the patient is led to de-’ 
fpair from the firft approach of it, and 
the opinion is often unfortunately rea- 
lized merely from the caufe that Ihave 
‘mentioned, our not diftinguifhing the two” 
‘ftages of the difeafe, and allowing that 
which I fuppofe may be eafily removed, 
“to proceed without any attempt for this 
purpofe, to that ftate of it, which, in moft 
-inftances, may be confidered as incura- 
“DHle. | a ia a DE: 14 
Practitioners are frequently applied to | 
by young men labouring under what’ E- 
“fhall term the firft ftage of Gleet; who, 
finding that a feminal difcharge takes 
place from the flighteft caufes, perhaps 
- 7 merely 
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merely from their being in company with 
women ; from lafcivious dreams ; or from 
the parts of generation being in any de- 
gree overheated, begin to be afraid that 
they fhall never again have the power of 
retention, and conclude therefore that 
they cannot with propriety enter into a 
matrimonial connection. We often find 
that they admit Onanifin to have been the 
primary caufe of their diftrefs, although, 
for a great length of time, perhaps for a_ 
number of years, they aflert, and with no 
reafon on our part to doubt them, that 
they have left it entirely off. 3 

In this fituation, whatever may be the 
appearance and habit of body of the pa« 
tient, ftrengthening aftringent remedies 
are prefcribed; fuch as bark, {teel, balfam 
of copaiba, and cold bathing ; and what- 
ever are his views, he‘is advifed to avoid 
matrimony and all venereal intercourfes. 

In a great proportion of cafes, however, 
fam convinced that both the practice and 
advice are erroneous. F ollowing the bulk - 


Q 2 of 
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of practitioners, I eafily adopted them; — 
but no good refulting from either I have | 
long rslinauiihed them both, and I have 
feldom failed of fuccefs by advifing mea- 
fures of an oppofite nature. : 
In a great proportion of all who are in- 

jured by this pernicious habit, a morbid 
irritability of the organs of generation : 
feems to be excited. By this a greater 
quantity of the feminal fluid is fecreted 
than the veficulz feminales can retain: in 
eonfequence of which, it either burfts out 
during nocturnal dreams, or it 1s eafily 
excited to flow by the application of any 

_of the caufes that I have mentioned. — 
Even after the habit has been long left 
off I have known the effects of it continue. 
in a very diftrefsful degree, and I conclude | 
that they. proceed chiefly from too plenti- 
fal a fecretion of femen, from the nature — 
of the remedy. which in moft inftances 
I have found to fucceed. . eur 
- -Inftead of advifing abftinence from wo- : 
men, I always inculcate as frequent con-— 
nection as natural defires may point out; 
and © 
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and when matrimony is in view, inftead 
of being afraid of it, as often happens with 
this clafs. of patients, from a fear of their 
not being able to perform the functions of 
it properly, I uniformly hold it forth as 
the moft certain remedy... 

The idea of inability Braeside fo fiidned 
dy with many, that they are with difli- 
culty perfuaded to make the attempt ; but 
the effedts of it are fo certain, that with 
patients in the circumftances that we are — 
now confidering, it may always be advi- 
fed with confidence. Nor is the affiftance 
of other remedies required in this plan of 
cure: at leaft in various inftances, pa- 
tients, who, for many years together had 
been almoft conftantly taking fuch reme- 
dies as they fuppofed would invigorate, 
but without ‘any advantage, and who 
therefore were induced to confider their 
complaints as incurable, have, on’ laying 
thefe remedies afide, become completely 
and entirely well-in the fpace of ‘a few 
weeks after marriage. The irritability 
ef the organs was thus diminifhed; the 

: Q. 3 morbid 
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morbid increafe of the fecretion was .re-. 
moved; and the feminal receptacles, not. 
being over diftended, were foon found to 
be endowed with a tig yeat ee of. 
retention. 
This being a very 2 yale variety ‘of | 

the difeafe, I am thereby enabled to {peak 
of it, and of the remedies employed m it, 
with fome degree of certainty; and I can 
with confidence fay, that none of thofe 
commonly advifed, have ever, in the 
courfe of my obfervation, had any obvious 
influence; while the plan that I have. 
pointed out very generally furpafles in its” 
effects even the mott fanguine hopes of 
the patient. | 
When a {welled gor. of ae proftate: : 
cland is connected, as it fometimes is, — 
with this variety of the difeafe, it necef-_ 
farily renders the event more doubtful, 
and the effect, even of this and HOLY: Oo ; 
ther remedy, more uncertain. But even» 
here the courfe that 1 hive adeledavials 
fometimes prove fuccefsful. If the gland 
is really difeafed, it will not remove this 
difeafe ; 
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difeafe ; but I have, in more ‘than one in- 
ftance, found, even in this fituation, that. 
it proves equally effeQual in removing 
the other, as if the gland was entirely. 
found; and this obviates one of the great-, 
eft fources of mifery to the patient. 

It may be faid, that while this, or any. 
other variety of Gleet exifts, the remedy 
that I have pointed out cannot with pro- 
priety be advifed, from the rifk of com- 
municating infection. We know, how- 
ever, that real Gleet does not communi- 
cate infection. Many inftances have fal- 
len within my own obfervation, and others. 
muft often meet with it, of this being 
clearly the cafe. I know, at, this time, 
feveral inftances of men, married for ma- 
ny years, who, during the whole period, 
have laboured under different varieties of 
Gleet, and who have never. given the di- 
feafe either to their wives or children. - 
Gleet in men feems to be equally inca- 
pable with fluor albus in women to com-, . 
municate infection. 


Od In. 
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‘In that flage of the difeafe which we 


have juft been confidering, a cure may, 
perhaps, in every inftance, be accomplifh- 
ed. But when it has been of fuch dura- 
tion as to form what may more properly 


be termed feminal weaknefs, and what I. 


fhall term the fecond flage of the difeafe, 
avery different profpe@ prefents itfelf. 
Even in very advanced periods’ of the 


difeafe, the patient may derive advantage 


from a well regulated diet, and due at~- 
tention to other parts of régimen, ‘by 
which he will be rendered much! more 


comfortable than otherwife he could ‘be 3 — 
but in this fituation, a complete removal | 
of the difeafe is not to be looked for: at 


leaft little dependence is to be placed up- 


on the remedies SONA ei es ae this : 


purpofe. | 
This yery diftrefsful ‘dave of feminal 


weaknefs is often the confequence of 


Onanifm long perfifted in; and it’ is, as 


> 


Thave remarked, the frequent effeQ OFT. 


Gonorrhea and Gleet. ‘In all fuch cafes, 


the difeafe feems to proceed from real 


weaknefs 
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weaknefs or debility in the excretory 
duéts of the veficule feminales; for it 
commonly happens where the whole fy- 
ftem is much relaxed and emaciated; 
where there is therefore no caufe to-ima- 
gine that it can arife from too plentiful a 
formation of femen; and of which, indeed, 
we often meet with a very decifive proof, 
from a conftant oozing of mucus being 
perceived in the urethra, while no ordi- 
nary caufe of exéitement is capable of pro- 
ducing any regular Oi ait or emiflion. 
of femen.. -” 

In this fituation, a variety of remedies 
are employed, chiefly with a view to re- 
ftore and invigorate the tone of the weak- 
ened parts; fuch as bark, fteel, balfum of: 
copaiba, and cold bathing. At other times, 
where the difeafe is fuppofed to proceed 
‘from a deficiency of femen, provocatives 
are pref{cribed ; fuchas high feafoned foods, 
all the terebinthenate balfams, and cantha- 
rides. But although I have had many op- 
portunities of obferving a complete trial 
of i I have feldom known any ad- 

vantage 


234 Of Impotency Fam, . Ch. Wf. 


| vantage derived from edaiatias The courfe,. 
which in fuch circumftances Lhave known 
prove moft frequently ufeful, was fuch as 
merely tended to” reftore the patient to. 
his ufual flate of health. If Onaniim has. 
induced the difeafe, nothing. will 'af- 
ford even the chance of a recovery till 
this is left of. .Whatever may have been. | 
“the caufe.of it, he ought to be put upon. 
a nourifhing diet; and he fhould live in, 
an elevated, dry fituation. Sea-bathing. 
fhould be advifed; and coftivenefs, with 
every thing that might tend to irritate 
the parts chiefly adkected, fhould be avoid- 
ed... 
With.a view to leflen that degree of ir- 
ritability with which this difeafe is ufual- 
ly connected, opiates have been advifed ; 
but although I have often given them a 
full trial, I mever knew any real advan- 
tage obtained from them. On the con- 
trary, they have often appeared to do 
harm; for although they procure reft, 
yet the fleep which they give is alaaal 
difturbed 5 the patient awakes in a-ftate 


$n at 
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of more anxiety and diftrefs than he ex- 
perienced on going to bed; and when 
opiates are habitually ufed, coftivenefs 
can {carcely be prevented, but by means 
of remedies which in this fituation ought 
not to be. given. | 

Hemlock is often ufed here, but I have 
never known any obvious advantage de- 
rived from it. Hyofcyamus, by acting as 
an anodyne, while it.does not produce | 
coftivenels, has in different inftances ap- 
peared to prove ferviceable. Six or, fe- 
ven grains of the extract may be given.at 
firft, and the dofe increafed ina gradual 
_ Tanner to ten, fifteen, or twenty. 

Conceiving, from fome circumftances 
conneéted with the difeafe, as well as 
from many of the fymptoms which enfue. - 
from it, that it may in fome inftances be 
of the fame nature with paralyfis, I have, 
in feveral cafes, advifed electricity, and 
in one or two of thefe it appeared to prove 
ufeful, but never fo decidedly as to ena- 
ble me with confidence to {peak of it. 


S E C- 
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‘ SE CTION Iv. 


Of. Obtains in the Urethra ve Gone 
rhea Virulenta- ee 


W HEN fptiking of Gleet I had oc- 


cafion to remark that it is often 


‘the confequence of ‘Obftructions in the 


Urethra. But Gleet, although the caufe’ 
of fome inconvenience and diftrefs, is by — 
no means¢ the moft important fymptom 


’ with which Obftructions are’ accompa- 


nied. Strictures may take place inja cer-_ 
tain extent, without giving much uneafi- | 
nefs, but whenever they arrive at fuch 
a height as to impede the’ flow of urine,’ 


they prove not only the caufe of. much 


diftrefs and mifery tothe patient, but of: 


much embarraflment to the. practioner. » 


Obftructions. proceeding" from Gonor-' 


“—- 


pee Virulenta may be reduced to four 


general 
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general heads; tumours in the fubftance of 
the urethra and contiguous parts; {pafmo- 
dic affections of the urethra; caruncles, or 
flefhy excrefences, in the urethra; and 

ftrictures, properly fo called. | | 


§ 2. 
Of Tumours in the fubflance of the Urethra 


and contiguous Parts. 


WE have already had occafion to 
{peak of Tumours, or fwellings of the . 
proftate gland, of fwellings of Cowpet’s 
glands, and of the other fmaller glands 
of the urethra. All of thefe produce 
obftruction to the flow of urine when- 
_ ever they become fo large as to-diminith, 
in any degree, the magnitude of that 
‘eanal. 

Referring to’ what has already Been faid 
upon this part of our fubje&t, I have at 
prefent to obferve, that in the commence- | 
ment of all Tumours in thefe parts, we 
ought, by every method in our power, to 

endeavour 
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endeavour to remove them by difcuffion ; 
for which purpofe local and general blood- 
letting are the remedies chiefly to be 
trufted ; and as thefe, when carried a- 
fuleiene length, and when affifted by 
a cooling regimen, and the external ufe 
of cold faturnine. applications, feldom 
se in eee them, _they thould al- 


to prove fefal For ranean tumours 
in this fituation are often eafily removed 
after fuppuration has taken place, by the 
matter being freely difcharged, and the 
{ores treated in the ufual way, yet, before 
arriving at this fize, a good deal of di- 
ftrefs always occurs from them: in fome 
inftances, the fores heal with difficulty, 
while in Si the matter burfts i into the 
urethra, where it continues. often during 
the life of the patient to be a conftant . 
fource of uneafinefs. | 

In others again the matter burfts. into 
the fcrotum, and from thence into the fur- 
rounding cellular fubftance ; and openings 
forming in confequence of this. common- 
ly. 


y 


sr = 
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ly between the ferotum and anus, 2 very 
troubletome difeafe is thus produced, term- 

ed fiftula in perineo *. ee 
It is therefore obvious that it is much 
for the advantage of the patient that every 
tumour of this defcription fhould be remo- 
ed by difcuffion; but when our endeavours 
for this purpofe do not fucceed, and when 
fuppuration takes place, we have it often 
in our power to prevent many of the bad 
confequences which otherwife are apt to 
enfue. By opening thefe tumours imme- 
diately on matter being perceived in them, 
we prevent the rifk of their buriting imto 
the ferotum and urethra, fo that in this 
fituation we ought never to wait till they 
are fo fully maturated as otherwife might 
be proper: and when once they have come | 
fo far as to'make it neceflary to difcharge 
the matter, it ought to be done, as I have 
formerly obferved, by making an opening 
the whole length of the tumour. This 
prevents the matter from lodging, and 
: | | from 


* For the treatment of this vide Syftem-of Surgery, 
chapter XX¥lil. 
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from infinuating into the contiguous 
parts, while the fores which enfue heal 
more kindly than they ufually do when 
fmaller openings have been made. 

Among other confequences of abfceffes 
in this fituation burfting into the: contiguous 
parts, it is proper to mention that the moft 
diftrefsful effets are experienced from 
the matter finding accefs to the corpus 
cavernofum of the penis. Itufually {preads 
fuddenly over the whole fubftance of the 
penis ; {mall openings take. place in dit-. 
ferent parts of the fwelling,.at which the 
matter is difcharged; and thefle are al- 
ways very difficult to heal : or, if the mat- 
ter does not find a vent in this manner, it 
either burfts into the urethra, or the fur- 
‘rounding parts are apt to mortify. 

When mortification takes place in this 
fituation, it either foon proves fatal, or ter- 
minatés in the entire lofs of the penis 5 for 
a ftop is feldom put to the difeafe till alk 
‘the parts fur rounding the.urethra are de- 
.ftroyed, when amputation of. the remain- 


der become unavoidable. Indeed the ha- . 


‘morrhiagy 
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morrhagy which is apt to occur from deep- 
feated mortification of the penis is com- 
monly of itfelf a fufficient motive for am- 
putation being advifed, for we can feldom 
put an effectual ftop to the difcharge till 
the mortified parts are removed. 

For preventing mortification in this fi- 
tuation from fpreading, opium has been’ 
recommended. I have certainly obfer- 
ved it prove ufeful in gangrene, both in 
thefe parts and in others; but more de- 
pendence is for the moft part to be placed 
upon a plentiful ufe of bark. . Whether 
opiates act in the cure of gangrene as an- 
tefeptics, is not, or perhaps cannot be af. 
certained. I rather believe that they do 
not ; and lam inclined to think that they 
prove ferviceable only by allaying irrita- 
tion. In this manner they may be em- 
ployed with advantage wherever gangrene 
is the effect of a high degree of inflam- 
mation. By leffening or removing pain. 
they may diminifh the caufe of exertion 
in the veflels of the part affected, and may 
thus tend to prevent mortification from 

WOLi Le R extending 
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extending fo farias it otherwife might do; 
but I have never known them prove ufeful 
where the difeafe feemed:.to depend upon 
lofs of tone, either of the part itfelf, or 
of the conititution. 


§ 3- 
Of Spafmodic Obftructions of the Urethra. 


- Irriration of the Urethra, in what- 
ever way it is produced, has an evident 
effect in leflening the diameter of the 
paflage. Hence, in ftone in the bladder, 
the irritation, and confequent contraction 
of the urethra, is fometimes fo great that a — 
ftaff, even of a moderate fize, cannot be paf-. 
fed. Stones in the kidney have frequently 
the fame effe@. Nay, I have known this 
contraction of the urethra induced by fand 
pafling along the ureters. In like manner, 
the irritation produced in the Urethra 
by Gonorrhea, is in fome cafes fo great as 
: to 
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to excite contraction of the paflage in a 
very diftrefsful degree. I have known 
the urine fo completely obftruéted by this 
alone, as to give caufe to fufpect that ftric- 
tures were formed of the moft alarming 
nature; in which, neither ftaff catheter, 
nor bougie, could be introduced, but with 
more force than can ever with fafety be 
applied. | 
We judge that obftruction proceeds 
from this caufe, when at one time it oc- 
curs ina fevere degree, and foon there- 
after, perhaps in the fpace of a few hours, 
it appears to be entirely or nearly gone. 
Of this I have met with various inflances ; 
in which, from. the anxiety of the patient, 
and from fufpicion of a more inveterate 
kind of ftriéture, repeated attempts have 
been made in vain to pafs a bougie, and 
in which the ftoppage has gone off entire- 
ly upon the exhibition of a dofe of lauda- 
num, or rubbing the perineum with ano- 
dyne balfam. 
As the urethra itfelf does not appear to 
be mufcular ; as only a finall portion of it 
R 2 can 
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can be comprefled by the mufcles of the 
penis; and as the variety of obftruction 
that we are now confidering, occurs in 
parts of the paflage where thefe mutcles 
do not exift, it has been imagined, that 
this temporary acceflion of ftricture muft 
be owing to other caufes. It may perhaps 
happen that the violent irritation excited 
by chordee may, in fome inftances, pro- 
duce fuch effufion into the cellular parts 
of the penis, :as may comprefs the ure- 
thra ; and that this may foon be removed 
by abforption, on the irritation by which 
it was produced being taken away. But 
although this, in a few inftances, may be 
the cafe, I am convinced that it is not 
frequent, and that the urethra itfelf is en- 
dowed with a contradile power, by which, 
for the moft part, this kind of obftru@ion 
is produced. 

Were it to proceed. from any. kind of 
effufion comprefling the urethra, the tu- 
mefaction thus produced would be obvi- 
ous. Partial circumfcribed tumours would 
either be difcovered in the courfe of the 
urethra, 
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urethra, or the whole body of the penis, 
ora confiderable part of it, would be fwel- 
led. We do not find, however, that this 
is apt to happen; at leaft, in a great pro- 
portion of cafes, no tumefaction of the 
penis is perceptible. 

This kind of fpafm or cramp occurs 
occafionally in every part of the urethra. 
I have met with it within an inch of the 
extremity of the glans, but for the moft 
part it happens behind the fcrotum, near 
the proftate gland, in the membranous 
part of the paflage. 

In the treatment of Obftru@ion in the 
Urethra, it is a matter of the firft import- 
ance to determine the caufe by which it 
is produced, and efpecially to diftinguith 
between obftruction arifing from {pafm, 
and that which proceeds from ftricture, 
properly fo called. In the latter, bougies, 
as we fhall afterwards fee, are almoft the 
only remedies upon which we can depend ; 
while, in cafes. purely fpafmodic, they 
very commonly do harm. In the one, 
they remove the difeafe, by acting as 

R 3 wedges ; 
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wedges; in the other, they add to the 
violence of the contraction, by increa- 
_ fing the irritability by Sian it was at 
firft excited. 

As the -degree of abfisdeidn fe ae 
from {pafm alone, is, in fome inftances, 
equal to what ufually occurs from the moft 
obitinate kind of ftricture, it is only from 
an accurate account of the rife and pro- 
grefs of the difeafe by which we can judge’ 
of the difference. | 

When the flow of urine has at firft peek 
only flightly obftruéed, and when this 
has gradually become worle, without ever 
being materially better, there will be 
ground to fufpect that it proceeds from a 
caufe of a more fixed and permanent na- 
ture: while, however complete the ob- 
{truction may be, if it came on fuddenly, 
and has frequently become quickly well, 
without any obvious reafon, there will i 
no reafon to doubt of its arifing from 
fpafm. 

- We find, too, in obftruétion proceeding 
from a fixed caufe, that fome pain is com- 
PRAY ys Due Rane : ‘aanld 
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monly felt at one or more points, In fome 
cafes, a degree of hardnefs 1s perceived 
on the urethra being preffed at thefe 
points ; while in others, although nothing 
is difcovered on external prefiure, the pa- 
tient feels a degree of heat and pain, as 
if the parts were excoriated. Befides, in 
real ftricture, a difcharge of matter very 
univerfally takes place from the urethra ; 
forming, as we have already had occa- 
fion to fee, avery frequent caufe of Gleet. 
But in obftruction proceeding from f{pafim, 
the pain is not fixed in any particular 
part. It appears to be more diffufed; 
and is feldom im-any diftrefsful degree, if 
it be not by the ftoppage which it gives to 
the flow of urine. No particular fpot is 
difcovered to be hard or fore upon pref- 
fure, nor does it neceffarily afford a dif- 
charge of matter. 
Spafm, indeed, may be accompanied with 
a flow of matter from the urethra. This 
will always happen where it fucceeds to 
Gonorrhoea or Gleet, but it will never, on 
R 4 inquiry, 


248 Of Spajmodic Obftructions Ch. ill, 


inquiry, be found to be the caufe of the 
difcharge. | atte 

The remedies to be etna for the 
removal of this variety of obftru@ion, 
are, Warm emollients, anodynes, blood- 
letting, blifters, and electricity. Bougies, 
in certain circumftances, prove likewife 
ufeful. 

Rubbing the parts affected, whether the 
perineum, or more anterior parts of the 
penis, with warm oil, fometimes anfwers a 
good purpofe. Oil, ftrongly impregnated 
with camphor, and Goulard’s form of the 
unguentum faturninum, whenapplied warm 
to the parts affe@ted, alfo tend to remove 
this caufe of obftruction. I have known 
it inftantaneoufly removed by fomenting 
the perineum with a decoction of chamo- 
mile flowers or althea ; and by the appli- 
cation of a bladder, filled with warm wa- 
ter. | 

Common anodyne balfam makes an ufe- 
_ ful application here. The parts in which 
the fpafm is feated fhould not only be- 
tubbed with it, but pledgets immerfed in 

1C 
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it kept conftantly applied to them, But. 
one of the moft powerful antifpafmodics 
of our external applications is, a mixture 
of three parts of laudanum and one of 
ether. 

Frequently, however, little or no ad- 
yantage is derived from the external ufe 
of anodynes; while opium, given inter- 
nally, is productive of the beft effects. 
Forty drops of laudanum, given by the 
mouth, will often remove a fpafm of the 
urethra that has refifted every variety of 
this remedy applied to the fkin; and when 
thrown into the rectum, in the form of 
injection, it proves ftill more effectual in 
removing pain, irritation, and fpafm about 
the anus, and in the organs of urine and 
generation, than when received into the 
ftomach. : 

Whether this may proceed from th 
opium getting more nearly into conta& 
with the nerves of the difeafed parts, or 
whatever may be the caufe of it, is perhaps 
difhcult to determine; but, from much 
experience of their effects, I am convin- 

} ced, 
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ced, that in all fuch affections, opiates 
prove moft powerful when given in this 
manner. pi | 
In plethoric patients blood-letting 
proves often an effectual remedy, not only 
in removing fpa{m, but in preventing re- 
turns of it in future. Befides the dif 
charge of blood from the arm in quanti- — 
ties proportioned to the ftrength of the 
patient, leeches fhould be applied along 
the courfe of the pained parts, and they 
feldom fail where the ftrength admits of 
the evacuation, of giving very effeaual 
relief. : | ei 
From an idea of fpafm proceeding in 
moft inftances from what is termed a 
weaknefs of nerves, and from a dread 
which commonly prevails, of all nervous 
difeafes being rendered worfe by blood- 
letting, this is a remedy rarely employed. 
But it is right to obferve, in this as well. 
as in fimilar affections of other parts, 
that morbid irritability may be excited 
by caufes of very cppofite natures. It 
fometimes takes place where the contti- 
| tution 
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tution is relaxed and reduced ; and, in 
fuch circumftances, evacuations of every 
kind very commonly do harm. But it 
more frequently happens from a ftate of 
plethora, in which blood-letting proves 
the moft certain remedy, and where opi- 
ates, warm bathing, and other antifpaf- 
modics are often ufed for a great length 
of time, without any advantage. 

From experience we find, that a ftimu- 
lus applied to the {kin proves often ufeful 
in relieving pain and fpafin, in parts that 
are even deeply feated; and upon trial, 
the fame remedies are fometimes found to 
remove fimilar affections of the urethra. 
Obftructions arifing from fpafm, have, in 
different inftances, been relieved by the 
application of volatile liniment, a ftrone 
impregnation of oil with volatile alkali, 
to the parts affedted. A_blifter, applied 
over the perineum, has in different in- 
{tances carried off the obftruction, and in 
fome cafes where blifters have not fuc- 
ceeded, the difeafe has been completely 

removed 
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removed by the application of a warm 
platter. 

In fuch. cafes blifters do not feem to a& 
fo much by the evacuation which they 
produce, as by the irritation which they 
excite ; for it often happens that the pain 
and {pafm are removed as foon as the fkin 
becomes in any degree uneafy, and long 
before vefications are formed. Hence, a 
warm plafter, which does not contain fo 
much cantharides as to render it capable 
of acting asa blifter, by preferving a con- 
ftant and more permanent ftimulus than 
blifters, proves, in fome inftances, as I 
have already obferved, more effectual. . 

Electricity has fometimes proved ufeful 
in removing {pafm of the urethra: but it 
requires to be managed with caution, 
otherwife it is apt to add to the violence 
of the difeafe. In plethoric habits it al- 
ways does mifchief, and fhould never be 
advifed in thefe till blood-letting has been 
premued. 

I have had occafion already to remark, 
that in this varie ty of obitruction, pote 

gies 
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gies frequently do harm, owing in a 
- great meafure to their being often pafled 
with violence, when the parts, from be- 
ing under fome high degree of irritation, 
are in a ftate of ftrong contraction. This » 
ought never, therefore, to be done; for 
while a ftate of fpafm continues, we fel- 
dom fucceed; or if we do get the bougie 
pafled, it is always with more force than 
fhould ever be employed. 

But bougies prove highly ferviceable, 
even in Spafmodic Obftructions of the 
Urethra, when the violence of the difeafe 
is fo far removed that they can be intro- 
duced with eafe, and without exciting ir- 
ritation: fo that whenever this can be 
done, whether the {pafm has been leflened 
by the ufe of emollients, anodynes, blood- 
letting, or any other remedy, it fhould 
always be advifed. Befides the ~prefent 
relief which it affords, by removing any 
degree of the fpafm that may remain, it 
tends with more certainty than any other 
remedy to prevent a return of it. This 
ss particularly the cafe where fpafm is 

conjoined, 
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conjoined, as is fometimes the cafe, with 
the more fixed kind of obftruction which 
we are prefently to proceed to confider. 
When this takes place all our other re- 
medies are to be confidered merely as 
preparative to the ufe of bougies, which, 
in fuch circumftances, are alone to be de- 
pended on foracure. It muft always be 
remembered, however, that bougies are 
admiffible only when they can be intro- 
duced and retained in the paflage with- 
out exciting much irritation. 

In all difeafes of the genitals the ftate 
of the inteftines requires particular atten- 
tion. So much fympathy fubfifts between 
thefe parts that in patients liable to ob- 
ftruction in the urethra, I have known a 
fevere fit of the difeafe induced by a co- 
ftive ftool. Neither is much purging ne- 
ceflary or proper. The bowels therefore 
fhould be kept in fuch a ftate as to pre- 
vent irritation, as far as it can be done, 
whether from obftinate’ pean Sie or 
too Beha {tools, 

In 
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In a late publication by Mr Hume of 
London, the application of cauftic is re- 
commended in this variety of obftruc- 
tion: But where {pafm alone is the caufe 
of the difeafe, it does not to me appear 
that the ufe of cauftic is indicated. I be- 
lieve indeed, as will more particularly ap- 
pear in the fubfequent parts of this fec- 
tion, that cauftic is not only a very ha- 
zardous application in all difeafes of the 
urethra, but that it feldom or never an- 
fwers the purpofe ; fo that here, where the 
obftruction is not fixed, but temporary, 
as we are entitled to believe it to be when 
it proceeds from fpafm, I would fay, that 
if canftic ever proved apparently ufeful, 
the difeafe in all probability would have 
vanifhed, whether this remedy had been 
ufed or not: The cauftic is introduced by 
Mr Hume in the end of a bougie; and as 
the bougie in which it is. fixed cannot be 
fmall, there is much reafon to think, that 
a proper ufe of bougies alone would prove 
effeG@ual wherever they can be paffed of 
a fize that admits of this method of ufing 
cauttic. 


§ 4. 
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§ 4. 


Of OnRBIKY 3 in the Urethra from id 


ERC piping or Caruncles. 


Osstruction to the paflage of urine 
has long been confidered as one of the 
moft diftrefsful, as it is one of the moft 
frequent confequences of Clap; and Ca- 
runcles, Flefhly Excrefcences, or Carno- 
fities, as they are fometimes termed, are 
mentioned. by all the older writers upon 
the fubject, as the moft ‘requen a= of 
it; henge 

This Ae: naturally arofe feoee fihcss . 
perceiving that warty fubftances were 
fometimes formed within the urethra, near 
to its extremity, fimilar in appearance to 
thofe that are often met. with upon the 
prepuce and glans; and not. profecuting 
the fubject by opening the parts after 
death, they were led to fuppofe that more 

| deep-. 
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_deep-feated obftrudtions were all of a fi- 
milar nature. 

So univerfally did this opinion prevail, 
and it was fo ftrongly afferted in books, 
that although it was long ago, by fome 
individuals, particularly by Saviard and 
Dionis, fuppofed to be ill-founded, yet 
even in our times it has been very gene- 
rally admitted. This is fo far the cafe, 
that in common converfation upon the 
fubject, Caruncles are ufually confidered 
as the moft frequent caufe of obftruions 
in the urethra. ; 

It is now, however, very certainly 
known, ‘that this caufe of obftru&ion is 
uncemmon in the more remote parts of 
the urethra. Of late years, indeed, this | 
has become a very frequent objed of ana- 
tomical inveftigation; and I-have reafon 
to fuppofe, from all that I have yet heard, 
as well as ‘from the refult of my own in- 
quiries, that it feldom exifts farther up 
the urethra than half an inch or fo, from 
the point of the glans. Warty excrefcen-_ 
‘Ces are not unfrequent towards the orifice 

Vou. I. Se of 
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of the urethra; but I have feldom feen 
them, even in this fituation, where they 
did: not likewile prevail upon the on 
and prepuce. hy 

The obftruction to the flow of urine, 
from warts near the entrance of the ure- 

thra, is feldom confiderable; but it al-— 
“ways. gives much caule of anxiety to the 
patient, from a fear which he is apt to en- 
tertain of its becoming worfe. 

When feated juft in the opening of the 
urethra, as fometimes happens, I have, in. 
different inftances, been able to remove — 
them with {fciflars, and with fmall liga- — 
tures pafled round them; but they are fel- “ 
dom fo fituated as to admit of our taking — 
them off in this manner. Neither are we | 
at liberty to deftroy them by a free ufe 
of efcharotics, the irritability, of the ure- : 
thra rendering this: a very a at- 4 

tempt. Supe 
In all fuch cafes we singe our cian de- 
pendence upon bougies ; and, when duly BY 
perfifted in, they Nene COmmingay an{wer — 
the ath irk | x 
sane 
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Some difference of opinion has arifen as 
to the manner in which bougies aé@ in re- 
moving thefe excrefcences. In ftri@ures 
of a different kind no caufe of doubt can 
occur, as they appear evidently to a@ as 
wedges, and to prove ufeful in proportion 
to the extent of mechanical preflure which 
they afford; but in the cnre of Caruncles 
they have been fuppofed to aé& chiefly by 
inducing fuppuration upon the difeafed 
parts, fo as to diflolve them in this manner, 
It is obvious, however, that, for the re~ 
moval of thefe excrefcences, fomething | 
farther is neceflary than tl:e formation of 
matter. We daily, indeed, meet with in- 
ftances of their being long immerfed in 
matter, fometimes proceeding from their 
own furfaces, and at other times from the 
contiguous parts, without their being in 
any degree diminifhed. I rather conceive 
that bougies, even in this variety of ob- 
ftruction, operate partly by mechanical 
preflure, and partly by exciting inflam. 
mation in the: excrefcences. We jhall 
hereafter have occafion to fee, that the 

2 moft 
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moft effedual remedies employed for the 
removal of warts in other parts prove 
chiefly ufeful by making them inflame; 


and as bougies are well calculated for this 


- purpofe, I think it probable, while they 
evidently anfwer a good purpofe by the 
preflure which they afford, that they prove 
-likewife ferviceable by exciting over thefe — 

excrefcences that flight degree of inflam- 


mation, which, in the treatment of com- 


mon venereal warts, very commonly: makes 


them essai off 


$4 


Of Ob/tructions in the Urethra, from Stridiyres 
properly fo called 5 - pic and Fi a 
in Perineo. ‘J 

. TWO varieties are met with sé spfidiadal 

tion in the urethra from caufes of a per- | 

manent or fixed nature. The moft fre- 
quent is'a thickened ftate of the mem- — 
brane of the urethra itfelf, or rather of | 

jee : the | 
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the corpus fpongiofum urethre, fimilar to 
what happens in the membrane of. the 
nofe in cafes of catarrh. At other times 
the urethra is drawn together, or con- 
tracted, as if a cord was tied round it, 
without any other appearance of difeafe. 

In \fome inftances thefe two caufes of . 
obftruction are conjoined ; and we find, 
in the fame perfon, the diameter of the © 
pafflage leflened in one part by a mere 
contraction, and ‘in another by a full, 
thickened ftate of the whole fubftance of 
the urethra. 

Every part of the paflage is Liable to 
ftrictures ; but they .are more frequent 
behind the f{crotum, that.is, between the 
fcrotum,.and bladder, than in other parts 
of it. In fome a fingle ftricture only takes 
place; but when the difeafe has been of | 
jong endurance, we commonly find two, 
three, or more. ! 

Where the urethra is merely santiece 
ed, or drawn together, the difeafe feldom 
extends, at any one part, above the eighth 
part of an inch, but where. the ftoppage: 

5:3 ‘proceeds 


262 Of Objtruchions in the Urethra: Ch. Uf. 


proceeds from a thickened ftate of the fub- 
—ftance of the urethra itfelf, it fometimes — 
extends to the length of an inch or'more. 
- From whichever of thefe caufes a ftric- 
ture proceeds, the urethra is commonly 
affected equally all round ; but, in fome 
cafes, as Mr Hunter very proper! y re- 
marks, ‘the difeafe feems to be fixed en- 
tirely on one’ fide of the paflage, in which 
cafe the canal is thrown over to » the soe 
pofite fide, iA MK 
This feems to happen iy itis the 
_ obftruction is produced by fulnefs or fwell- 
‘ing of the urethra, and not where it t pro- 
_ ceeds folely from contraction. 
Where this unequal’ diminution of the 
_ canal takes place even in one part only, it 
muft evidently add greatly to the difficult 
introduction of bougies ; and where more 
than one ftricture takes place, if they are — 
‘not exactly oppofite to each other, a kind © 
of twifting. of the paflage is produced, 
which renders the introduction of a bou- 
vie impracticable. It muft, however be 
admitted, that inftances of this are rare.” 


ae 
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- It deferves to be noticed, that the for- 
mation of ftrictures is often fo flow and 
gradual, that a patient is not fenfible of | 
their taking place till the difeare has been 
ef long continuance. Being feldom. at- 
tended with pain till the flow of urine is 
much impeded, any partial degree of ob- 
ftruction pafles without notice, by which 
the ftrictures become much more fixed 
and permanent than otherwife they would 
be. The patient, indeed, has feldom any 
fufpicion of his fituation, till the furgeon, 
for his own fatisfaction, where Gleet con- 
tinues more obftinate than ufual, propofes 
to pafs a bougie. Gonorrhcea having gi- 
ven rife to the Gleet, any obftruétion that 
takes place to the flow of urine, is confi- 
dered to arife from the fame caufe; and 
thus a great length of time is often fufter- 
ed_to elapfe before any fuch examination 
is made as can with certainty lead toa 

difcovery. . 
This proves often, in its confequences, 
highly diftrefsful, and fhould therefore be 
as much as poflible guarded againft ; for 
54 {trictures, 
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firictures, by long continuance, become — 
much more firm, as well-as more'exten- _ 
five, than they were at firft, by, which 
‘they alfo become much more difficult to 
cure. Cafes which at firft would have 
yielded almoft to the firft attempt, with 3 
bougies, are, by delay, often rendéréd fo 
obf{tinate, that nothing will remove them 
but an accurate application of bougies: con- 
tinued for a great length of time. bs 
Whenever there is caufe, therefore, to. 
fufpec that ftri@ures may exift, an exami- 
nation fhould be made with bougies. But 
as patients themfelves are apt to be decei-— 
ved upon this point, practitioners fhould, 
in every inftance, lead their attention to- 
wards it. In different parts of this ;work 


we fhall have occafion to fee that Gleet ig 


frequently kept up by ftridtures: fo that — 
in all obftinate. cafes, and where no other > 
evident caufe for the difcharge is percei- 
ved, a trial with bougies fhould be propo- 
fed. This, however, is feldom done ; iy. 
which much unneceflary trouble, as well 
as lofs of character, falls upon the practi- 

tioner, 
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tioner, while the patient is made to fuffer 
a'ereat deal of mifery, which, with care, 
might have been prevented. 

I have already had occafion to remark, 
that the variety of ftrictures which we 
aré now confidering is frequently the con- 
fequence of Gonorrhcea : but in what man- 
ner it is. produced by Gonorrheea is per- 
haps difficultito explain. _ It has been at. 
tributed chiefly to ulcers induced by that 
difeafe, and to inflammation: 

At one period I was induced to finn 
chiefly from the information that I had 
obtained from books, that ftriGtures were 
in moft inftances produced by ulcers. But 
- from more frequent opportunities of ob-- 
ferving the feat of Gonorrheea after death, 
[ am now convinced that ulcers very fel- 
dom take place in that difeafe; by no 
means fo frequently as ftri€tures, the ef- 
fect which they are fuppofed to produce. 
It fometimes indeed happens, that the 
membrane of the urethra covering ftric+ 
tures, is found. in a ftate of tendernefs, or 
of excoriation, but not Minne esis ulce- 
. rated. 
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rated. Even this, however, appears: to be 
the effec rather than the caufe of the difs 
cafe. It feems ina great meafure to pro= 
ceed from the :acrimony of the matter 
which the ftri@ures themfelves produce. 
The urme being prevented by the ftric- 
tures from pafling freely off, a few drops 
ef it always remains between the neck of 
the bladder. and the feat of the difeafe, 
and thus, by remora, becoming acrid, a_ 
- confiderable degree of tendernefs or ex- 
coriation accompanied with much: heat in 

paling water never fail to enfue. tf 
When real ulceration is met with. ig 
Gonorrhcea, it is in moft inftances, I be=: 
lieve, produced by the rupture of blood 
- veflels. If it be not at’ the very point of 
the paflage, ulcers in the urethra never 
proceéd from the matter of Lues Venerea. 
Now we cat fcarcely imagine that any 
ulcer which the rupture of a blood-veflel 
in the urethra could probably produce, 
would be of fuch depth or magnitude 
as to be capable of producing any per- 
manent {trictures, N cither are hemor- 
ree ‘ thages 
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rhages from the urethra frequent ; nor 
have I found that ftri@tures have been 
particularly apt to happen, even where 
hemorrhages have taken place in an 
alarming degree. 
_»- 1 confider it, therefore, as decided, that 
ftriGtures in the urethra feldom or -ne- 
ver proceed from ulcers., Inflammation, 
when violent, may certainly tend to pro- 
duce them ; and I think feveral inftances 
have fallen within. my own obfervation 
where this actually happened. I do not 
fuppofe, however, that this is fuch a fre- 
quent caufe of ftrictures as is commonly 
imagined, nor do [agree with thofe who 
think that injections often produce them. © 
It being obferved, that ftrictures were, 
in fome inftances, induced by inflamma- 
tion, and injections being fuppofed, by 
-thofe who are préjudiced againft them, 
very apt to inflame the urethra, it was 
long ago aflerted, and has fince by many | 
been believed, that ftrictures are more 
frequently produced by injections than by 
any other caufe. This, indeed, is held 
HOD forth 
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forth as the: moft important objection to. 


the tife of | injections, and:were it in any 
degree well-founded, I admit that it would 
be aiftrong reafon for our laying this re- 
medy afide: for however. defireable: it 
may be to have Gonorrheéa quickly cured, 
and however efficacious injections for this 


purpole mayibe, no practitionér,would ad+ 
vite them Were itto be with therilk/of — 


inducing fucha formidable difeafe as ftric- 
soresim the ‘avethras wit jive vealist send: 
o Where ftrong:fimulating inje@ions, are 
coiibipiesiethe wed, fucha degree of inflam: 
mation may’ thus be induced as may ex- 
cite the moft obftinate. ftrictures. But 


this 1s not the. fault of the remedy,.as I 


have elfewhere obferved, and can only be 


confidéred as the effe@ of an impropef - 


ule of it. We might with equal propriety 
condemn the ufe of fome of. our moft ef. 
fectual and fafeft medicines, merely from 
an over-dofe of them having done harm. 


Inftead of :inje@ions being a frequent — 


shiek of ftri€tures, I have much reafom to 
think that oie effectually tend to prevent 
them. 


hen ae di 
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them. Although Ihave xiii that ftric- 
tures are fometimes produced by fevere de- 
grees of inflammation, I do not confider it 
as frequent. Strictures Iconceive to be 
moft frequently the confequence of a ftate 
dire@ly the reverfe of inflammation. Ina 
great proportion of cafes they will befound 
to take place, where, either from no injec-' 
tion having been ufed, or from fome other 
caufe, the difcharge has gone on to an un- 
ufual length; where all fymptoms. of in- 
flammation were gone long before; and 
wheré nothing but Gleet remained. At 
leaft this has been very generally the re- 
fult of my obfervation, and, I believe, it 
will be admitted by all who have paid at- 
tention to the point under confideration. 
I therefore conclude from this, as wellas 
from the appearances which thefe. parts 
exhibit on diffection, that this variety of 
obftruction proceeds moft frequently from 
a ftate of morbid relaxation or debility, 
induced in’ thefe parts of the membrane 
ef the urethra upon which the’inflamma- 

tlonm 
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tion at firft fixes with violence, and from 
which the fubfequent ingelagas is in a 
great meafure produced. 

- Where ftri@ure fucceeds ‘cinmeeeleg 
to inflammation, it appears to be that va- 
riety of the difeafe in which the urethra 
is comprefled, or tied, as it were, with a © 
cord: but where it does not appear till 
the inflammation fubfides, and the dif- 
charge has been of long duration, the fub- 
ftance of the urethra is found, at thofe parts. 
where the ftrictures exift, to be fpongy, 
foft, and prominent, bearing every mark © 
-of having completely loft its tone. 

The exiftence of this variety of ftric=. 
ture being afcertained, and it will not be _ 
confounded with any other difeafe where 
the obfervations contained in the preced- 
ing parts of this fection are kept in view, 
our next objed is to fix beige the method — 
of cure. 

While the opinion wipteidadled of ftrice 
tures being moft frequently produced by 
ulcers in the urethra, as this led to the 
fufpicion of their being conne@ed with 
Lues Venerea, mercury was s advifed 1 inal- .* 
moft 


/ 
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moft every inftance. Mercurial ointment 
was regularly rubbed upon the feat of the 
difeafe, in order to diffolve the caufe of 
the obftruction, and the patient was put 
under a falivation, with a yiew to the 
fafety of his conftitution. 

As this was the prevailing BiGive of 
our beft furgeons, when | entered upon 
bufinefs, not only here, but in other parts 
of Europe, I was neceflarily led to adopt 
it ; but later experience having fhewn that 
mercury is never neceflary in the cure of 
ftrictures, I have now, for many years . 
paft, laid it altogether afide. Nay, I rea- 
dily own that I never knew any advan- 
tage derived from it, while in many in- 
ftances, when long perfifted in, it evident- 
ly did harm. 

It will not be imagined, that during 

this late period of time, mercury was ever 

‘ alone depended upon for the removal of 

{ftrictures in the urethra. Bougies were 

then very generally employed; but mer- 

eury, for the reafon that I have given, was 
always advifed along with them. | 

Bougies 
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Bougies had joe. ‘bisent known to Bags 
titioners, but they were fo coarfely form- 
ed, and their application fo little under- - 
ftood, that fearcely any advantage was 
derived from them, till Mr Daran, about 
fixty years ago, brought them into— more 
general notice. By forming them with 
care, and introducing them with addrefs, 
‘Mr Daran had the credit of giving us the 
only remedy upon which we can place any 
- dependence for the cure of ftriGures. At 
leaft we are certainly in a ‘great meafure | 
indebted to:-him for bringing them into. 
eeneral ule... ue 2 SOT tay 

It is true that Mr Darah attributed vir=: 
tues to his -bougies which they did not 
poflefs.. Being much interefted in the fale 
of them, he wifhed to throw a myftery — 
over their compofition. They acted chief- 
ly, he faid, by their fuppurative quality : 
in dentequecn® of which, and by the great . 
-difcharge of matter which they produced, — 
tumours, and other caufes of chiteadiase | 
in the urethra, were, he alleged, diflolved 


by Peet which could never otherwife  — 
) haye oF 
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have been removed. The confidence with 
which this was aflerted, by a man of Mr 
Daran’s experience, and the confiderable 
difcharge of purulent-like matter which | 
ufually aécompanies the ufe of bougies, 
gave weight to an opinion which, from 
this caufe alone, came at laft to be gene- 
Tally admitted. . | | 

We now know, however, that it is not 
by exciting a difcharge of matter that 
bougies act in the cure of ftri@ures. Even 
the mildeft bougie we can employ, when 
‘kept in the urethra for an hour or two, is 
covered with a kind of. matter on being 
withdrawn ; but this happens as readily 
where the urethra is found as ‘when it is 
obitructed in various places, and it feems 
to proceed entirely from the natural mu- 
cus of the paflage being increafed in 
quantity, and fomewhat aliered in appear- 
ance, by the irritation excited ‘by the 
 bougie. | iy ae 
Even admitting the obftru@ed parts to 
_ be more particularly a@ed upon, and a 
_ greater difcharge of matter excited from 
Vou. I. T - them 
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them than from the other parts of the ure- 
-thra, and which Mr Daran afferted to be 
tthe cafe under his management of the 
bougie, ftill this would not account for 
the removal of excrefcences; for we know, 
from daily obfervation, that the whole 
Surface of excrefcences of a fimilar nature 
in other parts of the body, may be kept 
ain a ftate. of complete uleeration, and a_ 
large quantity of matter difcharged from - 
them for a great length of time, without © 
their being perceptibly leffened in bulk. 
Bougies, in the cure of thefe ftrictures, 
feem to ad folely by preflure, and by the © 
fupport | which they afford to the difeafed - 
parts. If a bougie, of fufficient firmnefs, — 
exactly or nearly the fize of the urethra. 
in its contracted fate, be pafled at firft, — 
and others of a larger fize afterwards in- — 
troduced, we know from experience, ‘that ; 
if done with caution, no harm will enfue, . 
and that the ftridure for which itiawas _ 
employed will thus, in a gradual manner, 
be removed, merely by the preflure of the 
dougie. 
Ia bY 
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In this view, our chief objeét in the 
forming of bougies fhould be to give them 
a firmnefs fufficient to afford fupport to 
the parts which we with to comprets, and 

a fmoothnefs and flexibility that admits 
of their being imtroduced and retained’ 
in the urethra with aie ER potiible 
. wes 
Numbers 34, 35, 36, and 37, in the Ap- 
? Be tx: contain preicriptions for bougies 
of different colours and confiftences, with 
fome directions for preparing them; but 
_the exad& formation of bougies being a 
“matter of the firft importance, and this 
being only to be acquired by conftant 
practice, it is better for furgeons to pro- 
eure them from thofe whofe fole profef. 
fiom it isto make them, than to arama 
: ‘to form them themfelves. 
} Befides the forms of plafters mentioned 
in thefe preferiptions, other articles have 
been employed for the conftrucion of 
bougies, particularly cat-gut and refina 
elaftica, Of thefe the latter is by much 
the beft, and for all the fmaller fizes of 
T 2 bougies 
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bougies I now find it to be preferable to 
the beft plafters of the common. kind. 
Even when of the fmalleft fize it can be 
made of fuch a degree of firmnefs that it 
may be pufhed with confiderable force, 
which cannot be done with the fmaller 
bougies of the common kind, which are. 
apt to bend, and to become twifted, al- 


though introduced. with much > cal pe and 


attention. | 

The great expence He dati ihiibiew 
has hitherto prevented them from bemg 
fo generally ufed as they ought to be: be- 
fides, they were at firft made fo foft that. 
‘they nearly diffolved in the’ urethra on 
being allowed to remain in it for the fpace 
of an hour or two; but this fault is now 
fo entirely removed, that I have known 
them remain inferted. for feven or eight: 
hours at’once, and yet as firm on being 
withdrawn as when firft introduced. This’ 
renders the elaftic gum.a valuable article; 
not only for bougies, but le cathes 
ters. . | ee 


This | 


t 
v 
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This refin has one very effential advan- 
tage over every compofition that. has yet 
been employed for bougies. It does not 
crack or break while in the urethra, how- 
ever frequently it may be introduced. 
When the common bougies are prepared 
‘with attention, and the compofition of 
which they are formed not too much 
- boiled, they may fometimes be ufed two 
or three times with fafety ; but, for the 
moft part, they cannot with propriety be 
introduced more than once. . Nay, on re- 
maining an hour or two in the paflage, 
they are often fo much cracked as to ex- 
cite a good deal of irritation and pain 
even on their firft introduction; infomuch 
that have met with different inftances 
of patients being deterred by this caufe 
alone from ufing bougies, the irritation 
which they excited being fo great as to 
be quite infupportable; while, on having 
recourfe to thofe formed of refina elattica, 
_ they were .found.to give no kind of un- 

eafinets. warweaisiozs.. 
T 3) Thefe 
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Thefe bougies are formed of fine filk, © 
dipped in the refin diffolved in ether. — 
They were firft invented by Mr Thedn of 
Berlin; and are now made by different ar- 
tifts in this as well as other countries, but — 
the beft that we receive are made in Paris. 
There is caufe, however, to regret, that 
the art of forming them is as yet confined 
to a very few, fo that our fupplies have 
hitherto been both fcarce and uncertain. 

In the ufe of* bougies the following are 
the points which more particularly merit 
attention : 


BE g | They fhould be isobidisies in’ » fut , 
numbers, and of fuch variety of fizes, that 
there may be no doubt of as many being 
always at hand as in any cafe va be re- 
idan | | 
oy On proceeding to dive wie af: stig firft 
bougie, care ‘fhould be taken to fix upon 
one of fach a fize as: swill probably pats 
without exciting much pain. It is better 
at firft to have it fmalier than might be ~ 
made | 
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made to pafs, than afterwards to be obli- 
ged to withdraw it. Of this we may in 
general judge by the fize of ftream in 
which the urime is obferved to flow. It 
1s often indeed found to be forked, and 
fometimes flattened, owing to the form 
and nature of the ftri@ure, but, with fome 
attention to this circumftance, we may, 
for the moft part, be determined in the 
fize of bougie that will anfwer. 


3. The patient fhould be placed in fuch 
a pofture as tends in the moft effectual 
manner to relax the urethra. He may | 
either be made to ftand, with his thighs 
feparated, and his body bent gently for- 
ward, or he may be laid upon his back, 
with his thighs not only feparated, but rai- 
fed. He ought, on no account, to be feat - 
ed. In fitting the urethra is apt to be fo 
much comprefled that no {pace is left for 
the paflage of a bougie. I have known 
feveral attempts to pals a bougie prove 
unfuccefsful from this caufe alone. 


rE 3 4. The 
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- 4. The furgeon being feated on the 
richt fide of the patient, fhould grafp the 


penis with his left hand, and draw it gen- ~ 
tly forward at the fame time, fo as to — 
_ftretch the urethra to fuch a degree as may 


prevent it from catching the point of the 
bougie. With the bougie, previoufly well | 


oiled, in his right hand, he fhould infert 
the point of it into the urethra, when it 
mutt be paffed flowly, though firmly on, © 


till it meets with fome refiftance. Nei-— 


ther fhould he defift at once on the ftric- 
ture being met with. It anfwers better 


‘to continue to puth on the bougie ‘with a 


due degree of firmnets, than to withdraw 
it immediately, as is often done. The’ . 
firft application of a bougie to the ftric- _ 


ture is very apt to excite irritation and 
fpafm. In this cafe we fometimes fucceed 
-beft by withdrawing the bougie, and pafs- 


jng it again in the courfe of a fhort time; 
but for the moft part it anfwers better to 


path it on at firft. 


8 A 
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5. A.knowledge of the force that may 
with fafety be employed in pafling a bou- 
gie can only be acquired by experience. 
The'lefs violence that is done to the ure- 
thra, or to the feat of the ftri@ure,. the 
-better. It cannot, in fome cafes, be done 
without pain, but it fhould never be made 
to force a difcharge of blood. When blood 
comes away, the bougie fhould be in- 
ftantly withdrawn: for when this takes’ 
place, we may always know that fome 
parts have been injured which ought not 
to have fuffered, and by continuing to, 
force on the bougie, that there is much 
so rifk' of its va i anew paflage for i it~ 
g felt. SN g 


6. ‘The diftrefs arifing from a new open- 
ine formed by a bougie is commonly fo 
great, that nothing fhould be omitted that 
ean in any way tend to prevent it. When 
there is caufe to fufpect, from the quanti- 
ty of blood difcharged, that the mem- 
brane of the urethra is injured, the bougie 
fiould-not be again introduced for feveral 

days} 
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days; not till there is reafon to fuppofe 
that the wound in the urethra is healed, 
for, till then, it is obvious that it would 
be very apt to renew or increafe the ine | 


jury. 


. 4. As bougies fhould all be of a conical 
form, they fhould not be puthed farther 
at firft than freely through the firft ftric- 
ture, otherwife the contracted part is apt 
to be torn open with too much force. It 
anfwers. better to proceed flowly, and to 
-increafe the fize of the bougie, or to puth 
one of ‘the fame fize farther on, in fuch a 
manner as may avoid every rifk of inju- 
ring the membrane of the urethra. 
It is true that a cure is fometimes ob- 
tained -where bougies have been introdu- 
ced with much violence; where violent 
pain, accompanied with hemorrhagy, has. 
been excited: but this is a _praétice, which, 
for the reafons I have mentioned, ought. 
net to be imitated, i 


8 That 
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8. The bougie being pafled, means mutt 
be employed to prevent it from flipping 
entirely into the bladder, as well as for 
retaining it at the depth to which it is in- 
ferted. We obtain the firft of thefe ob- 
jects by bending the end of the bougie, 
which, for this purpofe, fhould be left at 
leaft half an inch out of the urethra ; and 
the ufual method of retaining a bougie in 
its place is, by tying a piece of foft cotton 
thread to the end of it, and fixing it with 
this, either directly to the penis, by paft — 
fing it once or twice round behind the 
glans, or connecting it to the circular belt 
of a common fufpenfory bandage. But 
the moft effectual method, as well as the 
eafieft, which I have tried, is fitting the 
penis with a fall bag or pouch of cotton 
or linen. The bougie being introduced 
with its end bent down, the bag is put 
ever the penis, and being fixed with two 
pieces of tape to a circular belt round the 
body, the bougie is in this manner eafily 
retained. 

Common 
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; Common bougies being of no great va- 

jue, may be cut of fuch a length as to. 
leave half an inch or fo out'of the urethra, 
_ for the purpofe of bending m the manner 
Ihave mentioned ; but thofe of the elaftic 


gum ‘fhould be kept of every variety of | 


length, from three or four inches to nine 
or ten; and being eafily formed with a 
knob ‘at the large end, they are thus, in 
the moft certain manner, prevented: from i 
Mpping ITY AP Dit eds : 2 ibs 


9. When: this precaution has been ne-  ~ 
alected, and the bougie thereby. allow- 
ed to flip completely into the urethra, i it 
is fometimes, by the aukward attempts of 
the patient, forced iibisnete into. ‘the o 
Riadder, ‘ ides 
+» In this fituation it cannot be removed 

but by cutting inte the bladder, as is done 
in the operation of lithotomy, fo as to ex 
tract it with forceps.’.. But while the bou- 
gie continues in| any part of the urethra 

it may be taken out by an operation of 
souch lefs imyortance and hazard. sf | 
Lae eee When — 


A 


‘woft part heals eaiily. 
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When the end of the bougie can be 


feen, it may with fome care and attention 
be laid hold of with a fmaill hook, or with 


narrow-bladed forceps, fuch as are ufed 


for extracting ftones that fix near to the 


end of the urethra. But when it has paf- 
fed to fuch a depth that it cannot be per- 
ceived, this method of extraction will not 
fucceed. | 
In this cafe it can only be got out by 
cutting upon it dire@ly into the urethra. 
The (kin fhould be firft drawn back, when 
a cut fhould be made through the tegu- 
ments and urethra at once, half an inch 


or thereby in length, when, if the end of 


the bougie can be laid hold of, it may be — 
taken out at this opening; or if this can- 


~ not be done, it may be pufhed forward till 


the end of it pafles out at the end of the 
urethra. This may be done either with 
fmall forceps or pliers,. or .by fticking a 
pin into the bougie at the opening and 
pufhing it flowly on. The wound for the 


> 
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10. The: circumftance which next. re- 
quires attention in the ufe of bougies is, 
the time they fhould be allowed to re- 
main in the urethra, . and the frequency 
with which they fhould be introduced. | 

As bougies act, perhaps entirely in the 
cure of ftrictures by the preffure which 
they afford, and prove chiefly ufeful by 
the total change of ftructure which they 
‘induce im the parts to which they are ap-. 
plied, they mut neceffarily require a con- 
fiderable time to ‘prove effectual. The 
longer, therefore, that they are retained 
in the urethra, the fooner will this be ac- 
complithed. But while we attend to the re- 
~ moval of the ftri@ure, caremuft be taken 
that the bougies fhould not be allowed to 
excite too much irritation. ‘This, indeed; : 
is the circumftance by which we ought te 
be chiefly directed. It may be laid down : 
as a general rule, that bougies may he ré+ 
tained in the urethra as long as they de 
not excite pain or irritation; while, in 
" every inflance, they fhould be withdrawn 
as foon as they produce much pain, — 

: : At 
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At firft they can feldom ‘be allowed to 
remain longer than half an hour at once; 
but on the urethra being for foie time 
accuftomed to receive them, they may, 
for thesmoft part, be left in it for fe. 
veral hours; and this may be repeated 
once and again during the courfe of the 


day. — 


a1. During the time that bougies. re- 
main in the urethra the patient fhould be 
prevented from walking or moving more 
than is neceflary. Thisp feldom meets 
with fufficient ftri¢tnefs, by which many 
are prevented from deriving that advan- 
tage from bougies which otherwile they 
would receive. , Tee ey 9 

In walking with a bougie in the urethra 
the irritation induced by it is commonly 
fevere ; efpecially when common bougies 
are employed. ‘The motion in walking is 
apt to crack and break the platter of 
which bougies are formed, which renders 
them rough and unequal, which never 
fails to do much harm. yLIGs 
22. That. 


i 


288 Of Obftructions in the Urethra Ch. LIE. 


12. That we may. obtain the advantage 
of perfect reft while bougies are intro- - 
duced, we are advifed by many to employ 
them only when the patient goes to bed, 
and to allow them to remain in the oatlede 
during the night. This may anfwer when 
the patient is not liable to nocturnal erec- 
tions, but where thefe are frequent it 
fhould- not be permitted. -I have known 
feveral inftances of much pain and inflam- 
mation being induced by it. In fome cir- 
cumftances it may be more inconveni- 
ent to apply bengies during the day, but 
it may at all times be done with more 
eae es 

13. That bougies may continue as long 
as poflible in the urethra, fome have ad- 
vifed, that the patient fhould be allowed 
to void urine while they remain in it. I 
have. known it done and no harm enfue, 
where the urine was pafied flowly, and 


with much caution: but Lhave alfo known | 


it do much harm, and as the trouble of 
imtroducing the bougie a fecond time 1s 
or not 


od ted 
7 
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not equal to the hazard of allowing it to . 
remain, I always. advife it to be with- 
drawn when urine is to be pafled. 

Befides the temporary pain and inflam- 
mation which, inattention to this circum- 
fiance. is. apt to ‘nmduce, I have known it 
terminate in very diftrefsfal fpafmodic af- 
fections of the urethra, which afterwards 
continued to, be, fo, even after the original 
{trictures' were removed. 


Sy By a flow and regularly gradual in- 
creale being given to the bougie, ftric- 
tures ina great proportion of cafes may at 
laft be removed ; but before the firft firic- 
ture is entirely deftroyed, it is always 
proper to pufh forward the bougie, to dif- 
cover whether others exift or not. It is 
better, however, not to make the attempt 
till the opening through the firft is con- 
fiderably enlarged, when we more readily 
and with more certainty fucceed. 

All other ftrictures that are difcovered 
muft be managed in the fame manner with 


“the firft ; the bougie mui, if poflible, be 


Vou. I. U made, 
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made to pafs them all, and the fize after- 
wards increafed gradually till the urethra 
is opened to its complete natural fize. 


15. In pafling bougies for this purpofe, 
it has been a point in difpute whether they 
fhould be carried the length of the blad- 
der, and allowed to remain in it or not. 
I am decidedly of opinion that they fhould 
be pafled completely Into the bladder as 
foon as.this can be done, in order to dif-_ 
cover the utmoft extent of the ftriGures ; 
but I alfo think that they fhould never be 
allowed to remain in it. The common 
bougies are fo apt to crack, and pieces OF A: 
the plafter to fall off, that this might very 
poflibly happen from their being immerf » 
ed in urine; and we all know, that if a 
particle fhould drop, not {mall enough to — 
pafs off with the urine, that it would pro- 
bably’ferve as a nucleus fora ftone. This 
would not fo readily happen with bougies 
of elaftic gum; but even thefe, where 
there is fo much hazard, fhould not be © 
trufted, efpecially as it ts not neceflary ; 

otor 


Ts.  -* 
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for it is found upon diffe@ion, that ftric- 


tures are always anterior to the proftate 


gland. They are often in the membra- 


nous part of the urethra; but they have, 
perhaps, never been met with in the pro- 
fiate gland itfelf, I mean in the urethra 
as it pafies through this gland. 

It muft be admitted that the urine js 
often obftructed by difeafe in this gland ; 
by inflammation, as well as by a more 
indolent kind of fwelling, to which, as I 


_ have elfewhere had occafion to remark, 


this gland is fometimes liable. But this 
variety of obftruction, inftead of being 


remoyed by bougies, is always hurt by 


them. We are fometimes under the ne- 
ceflity of pafling a catheter, even during 


an inflamed ftate of the proftate gland ; 


but this fhould only be done in cafes of 
the moft urgent neceflity, for drawing off 


the urine when completely fupprefled. 
_ When the gland has been for fome time 
| fwelled in fuch a manner as to create a 
_ ftoppage to the flow of urine, bougies ne- 
ver remove it, while, by the irritation 


ti 2 which 
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which they excite, they never fail to ‘do | 
harm. Of this I have now met with fuch 
-a number of inftances, in which either 
from the anxiety of the patient, or want 
of experience in the practitioner, ° fuch 
mifchief has in this fituation been done. 
by bougies, that I think it right in ftrong 
terms to fpeak of it. In one cafe fach 
violence of inflammation enfued, that the 
patient died’ on the third day evidently 
from this alone; and in others this im-. 
prudent application of bougies im’ a dif 
eafed ftate of the proftate gland, “has 
haftened the progrefs of that’ difeafe, and 
added greatly. to pe diftrefstul magic 
of ihe piheaa | 


16. ‘Befides the ican of tt time fahich 
bougies fhould be kept inferted daily, it is’ 
an obje& of importance to determine at_ 
what period-they may with fafety be laid _ 
afide. This, 1 muft acknowledge, is difh- _ 
cult to do, as it depends upon circumftan- — 
ces with which it is impoffible at all times — 
to be acquainted. Even where ftri@ures © 
are fo completely. pata that bougies — 

pals” 


ta 


~~ 
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pafs with eafe, and the urine is voided ia 
a full ftream, the difeafe is apt to recur if 
the bougies be too foon left off. They 
fhould, in every inftance, be worn for a 
confiderable time after all appearances of 
ftriture are gone, and the more obftinate 
the difeafe has been, the longer fhould 
they be continued. 

Even after a patient confiders himfelf 
as fo entirely well that he may conceive 
the farther ufe of bougies to be unnecef- 
fary, ftill he fhould at all times have them 
in his pofleffion, fo as to be able, on the 
Jeaft return of obftruction, inftantly to 
employ them. This is a precaution not 
often adverted to either by practitioners 
or patients, but which fhould never be 
difregarded by any who have fuffered in 
this manner ; and | think it the more ne- 
ceflary to infift upon it, from haying ob- 
_ ferved, in various inftances, the moft dif- 
trefsful confequences to enfue from a ne- 
gle& of it. It is particularly proper for 
all who have fuffered in this.manner, when > 
they go upon a journey, to be well pro- 

U 3 vided 
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vided with bougies ; for when from homé 
they cannot always meet with them, while, 

at the fame time, they are more expofed. 
to the various caufes moft apt to excite a 
return of the difeafe; particularly expo- 
fure to cold and dampnefs ; much fatigue, 

whether on foot, horfeback, or in a car- 
riage ; 3 and excefs in wine and ardent fpi- 
tits. 


All of thefe caufes jiava with fuch cer- 


tainty to induce a return of fymptoms of 
this kind, that I have feldom known them | 
fail where people have been much expofed> 
to them; and, in a great proportion of 
cafes, the effect is perceived foon after 
their application. Ihave known a perfon, — 
who, after being completely cured of ftric- 
tures for feveral years, has been fuddenly 
feized with a very hazardous and painful 
return of it, in the courfe of an hour or 
two after being much expofed to a cold 
eaft wind. It is particularly apt to occuf 
from violent exertion on ‘horfeback, and 
from being overheated with wine; more 
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efpecially from excefs in port and other 
ftrong wines. : | 

A return of ftri@ure is alfo apt to arife 
from the urine being too long retained 
after a defire takes place to pafs it. This 
fhould always be euarded againft; but L 
alfo think it right to mention, that pa- 
tients fometimes err in getting into the 
habit of voiding urine too frequently. By 
yielding immediately to every impulfe, 
fuch a habit takes place, that they are apt, 
from this caufe alone, to continue during 
life to pafs it every hour or two. This 
proves not only extremely troublefome, 
but it alfo tends to induce a. contracted 
{tate of the cavity of the bladder, toge- 
ther with a thickening of its coats;-its full 
diftention, which naturally fhould occur 
from time to time, being thereby prevent- 
ed. Hence it is a matter of no {mall im- 
portance for patients in this fituation to 
obferve as juft a medium as is in their 
power between the two extremes that. I 


have mentioned. 
U4 On 
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On the leaft return of ftri@ire ‘being 
perceived, whatever the caufe’may be, a 

bougie fhould be introduced. The patient, 
if he is plethoric, fhould lofe blood ‘in pro- 


portion to his’ ftr ength his bowels fhould | 


be opened witha gentle laxative, or with 
a clyfter; and he’ fhould be kept in‘bed 
till the violence of the difeafe is removed. 


In this manner I have known the moft 


‘violent attack foon ¢arried off} while, from 


treating. them with inattention, even the 


moft trifling fymptoms have become ‘{e- 


vere, and in the highef degree obftinate.. 
The fudden and ‘unexpected manner in 
which patients ate often attacked with a 


return of {ftrictures, has given caufe. to 
fufpect that in fuch inftances they muft 
proceed from fpafm. But the obftinacy 


“with which they often continue, as well. 
as every other circumftance that attends - 
“them, renders it obvious, that-in a great. 
proportion of cafes they proceed from — 


caufes of a more permanent nature than 
fpafm is commonly found to be. 


17 We | 
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«ti. We have hitherto.,been, fuppofing 


that the ftriGtures are fuch as.to permit a 
bougie to: be pafled with little difficulty ; 
in which, cafe, no doubt can be entertain- 
ed of our being able, by perfeverance, ei- 
ther to accomplifh a cure,.or to afford at 
jeaft very effectual reef, and to prevent 
any alarming obftruction to the paflage of 
the urine; for however bad a ftricture 
may be, if bougies of. a {mall fize can be 
pafled:at firft, we may very commonly be 
fable, as I have already obferved, in a gra- 
dual manner to introduce thofe of a lar- 
ger fize. But frequently, either from the 
paflage being contracted, to a very {mali 
fize, or from the ftri@ure being altoge- 
ther on one fide of the urethra, by which 
the paflage is thrown over to the oppofite 
fide, after many attempts we find no pro- 
grefs made, or if any thing is gained, it 1s 
fo inconfiderable as to afford no kind of | 
relief. This proves always the caufe of 
‘much anxiety to the patient, and is apt to 
difpofe practitioners not much verfant in 
this branch of bufinefs to defift from fur- 

ther 
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ther trials: confidering the ‘difeafe to be 
mcurable, they prefcribe a courfe of pal-- 
liatives, which, for the moft part, avail. 
little, while bougies, the only remedy _ 
from which advantage could be looked 
for, is deferted. ) i" 
This ought never to be done, at leaft it. 
fhould never come on the part of the 
practitioner, nor can any thing warrant 
the meafure but the patient himfelf being 
determined againft the farther application 
of bougies. This, from impatience and’ ~ 
difappointment, is apt to happen ; but it 
ought at all times to be as much as pof- 
fible refifted. Even in the moft obftinate 
obftruction that occurs, if the paflage be 
not altogether or nearly obliterated, an — 
expert furgeon will {earcely fail, if he be 
not prevented by the impatience or timi- 
dity of his patient from ee ir a 
due length ore time. | 


oe, When there is caufe to fufpeé that 
the paflage is thrown over to one fide of 
the urethra, by the ftricture being fixed. 


yn 
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in the other, a point in which we may 
fometimes be determined by external exa- 
mination with the fingers, and at other 
_ times by the feelings of the patient, the 
extremity of the bougie fhould be flightly 
curved or bent before being inferted, and 
the point of it being turned towards that 
fidé where the paflage is underftood to be, 
4£ carried on in this dire@tion’ we ‘will 
fometimes fuicceed, when various attempts 
have failed inthe ufual manner. It will 
be readily fuppofed that the curvature gi- 
ven to the bougie muft be very inconfi- 
derable ; but even the flighteft will fome- 
times give it the direction which we with 
jt to také, while it does not prevent it 
from paffing with eafe along the urethra. 


19. In pafling a bougie it fhould be kept 
firm between the finger and thumb of the 
right hand, and pufhed gradually forward 
till it reaches the ftricture ; but when it 
has got this length, it commonly an{wers 
better to twirl it flowly between the fin- 
ger and thumb, taking care to pufh it 


gently 
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: forward at the fame time. At leaft I. of- 
- ten fucceed i in this manner, when the ufual 
- method-of pufhing it dire@ly: on has fail- 
ed. eins : sik ny, eae ea aa 


i202 I have balck estaaed, that. no 
more force fhould be ufed i in the introduc- 
tion of bougies than is merely neceflary 
for making them»pafs ; - but it is proper to 
remark, that in the hands of a furgeon. of 
experience, much more force may with 
fafety be applied, than others can: with 
_ propriety venture:to employ. By pufhi ung 
a bougie flowly and gradually, forward, 
- we otten force it through ftridtures with- 
- out any difcharge of blood taking place; 
while much pain and. laceration is fome- 
times produced even by lefs violence ap- 
plied in a hurried or quick manner. 

21. When, we find upon trial, that a 
{mall bougie, nearly the fize of the open- 
ing, is made to pafs, no force ‘will be af- — 
terwards required, if the bougies be gra- 
duaily increafed in fize. . But when we 

rine find, 
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find, upon repeated trials, that the paflage 
cannot be difcovered, and when we there- 
fore mean to employ a greater force, bou- 
gies of greater flrength fhould be uted. 
Small fized bougies, particularly thofe of 
- the common kind, are fo eafily bent that 
they fhould never be employed where 
much force is required. I have known 
even furgeons of experience pufh forward 
bougies of this kind, and concluding that 
they had pafled the ftri@ure, have carried 
them on till they imagined they had 
nearly reached the bladder, when, on be- 
ing withdrawn, they were twifted up in 
the form of ‘a cork-fcrew, having never 

gone farther than the ftricture. : 
With a firm, well-polithed bougie of 
elaftic gum, well rounded at the end, and 
not fmaller. than a crow’s quill, fuch a 
force may be applied as will often fucceed 
when no advantage can be derived from 
thofe of a fmaller fize; nor fhould we de- 
fift although our firft trials have proved 
* unfuecefsful, for ftrictures are often re- 
moved 
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moved by perfeverance when no adyan-— 
tage was gained at firft, 

I have reafon indeed to imagine, oa 
what has happened in the courfe of my 
own experience, that few cafes will occur 
which may not ultimately be cured by 
bougies. _ But when they do, in’ what 
manner are we to proceed? When every 
trial that we dare make with bougies fails, 
what are we to do? This, it is evident, 
-tauft depend entirely upon the ftate of 

the parts affected, and upon the degree of 
obftruction which takes place. 

If there is fill fuch an opening left as 
admits the urine to pafs with tolerable eafe, 
I would advile nothing farther to be done. . 
A patient, in fuch a fituation, had better 
fubmit to the inconvenience of paffing it 
flowly, and even frequently, than to the 
operation of removing the ftri@ure, which 
confifts in laying the obftructed part of 
the urethra open, and in the frequent i in- 
troduction of a bougie while the procefs of 
reunion is taking place between the divided 
parts. But this operation is fo highly im- ~ 

portant 3. 
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portant ; it is attended with fo much pain, 
‘and with fuch uncertain fuccefs, that no 
practitioner of experiencé will advife it 
while the urine is not almoft entirely 
obftruéed ; and long before this com- 
monly happens, the fituation of the parts 
between the ftri@ure and the bladder 1s 
-fuch as'to induce the patient more readily 
to fubmit to any neceflary operation than 
he ever would have done in a more early | 
ftage of the difeafe. | Whenever the {tric- 
ture excites much difficulty to the flow 
@f urine, that part of the urethra lyimg 
between the ftridure and bladder is ne- 
ceflarily diftended on every attempt to 
pafs it. This frequent diftention at laft 
- weakens the lining membrane of the ure- 
thra: the urine is at firft in {mall quan- 
tities, afterwards in larger, forced into 
the farrounding cellular fubftance: this 
forming one or more {mall tumours, at 
laft burfts out through a correfponding 
number of openings, either in the peri- 
neum, or in the cellular part of the {cro-:. 


tum. At leaft this is the ufual progrels 
of 
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of fuch tumours: when the ftrictures.in 
the urethra by which they were penne 
cannot be removed. . | 
This is the moft) frequent a: of the 
difeafe we have already had octcafion to 
‘mention, Fiftula in Perineo, in. which the 
urine continues to flow out.at the newly. 
formed openings, »as long as the ftrictures, 
in the urethra are allowed to remain, and 
which accordingly, as Ihave already ob- 
_ ferved, makes the patient eafily fubmit to 
‘any operation that may be requifite . for 
their removal. In fuch circumftances no- 
thing will anfwer if the difeafed parts be 
“not freely laid open. A ftaff being intro- 
duced to the depth: of: the ftri€ture, and a 
fmall probe paffed im at one of the, open- 
ings, and carried to the oppofite fide of - 
the ftriGure, the intermediate {pace fhould 
be laid open by an incifion in the direc- 
tion of the urethra.” In this manner the 
caufe of obftruction will be fifcovered and 
removed, and the other finafes communi- 
cating with the usetlira being likewife 
laid open, a cure, even of the worft cafes — 
that 


ag 
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that occur, may thus be frequently ob- 
tained. ‘To enter more fully into the con- 
fideration of this operation, and of the 
after treatment of the fores, would here 
be improper, as it would extend this ar: 
ticle to an unneceffary length. It could 
not be done with precifion and clearnefg 
without entering upon the eeneral doGtrine 
of fiftula, and upon the different methods 
of cure that have been propofed for it; 
and as this has been done in a diiferent 
work, I muft now refer to what I had then 
occafion to fay upon it *. 

Before concluding the confideration of 
ftriCtures in the urethra, T think it necef. 
fary to notice a method of cure that has 
been propofed where we fail in the intro- 
duétion of bougies; the repeated introduc- 
tion of cauftic into the urethra, with the 
view of deftroying the caufe by which the 
ftricture is produced. | 

This practice prevailed upwards of a 


hundred years ago, but being both ha- 


zardous and uncertain, it : appears foon to 
sd ee ae ». “he have 


* Vide Syfiem of Surgery, chapters xxxiii and xxxviii, 
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have ‘been relinquifhed. It has lately, 
however. been, revived, or rather an at- 
tempt has been made.for reviving it, by. 
the late Mr Hunter of London, and ftill 
more lately by Mr Home. But as I con- 
fider the practice as attended with danger, 
and not likely often to anfwer the purpofe, 
I thall briefiy flate what leads me to form 
this opinion, nét only that others may be - 
prevented from going hurriedly into it, 
but as the means of bringing out farther 
information with regard to it; and if fu- 
ture experience fhall fhew, that cauftic 
can be employed as a fafe and effectual 
remedy in the removal of firitures, none 
will be more anxious than I fhall be to 
enter. freely into the practice, and in this 
manner to avow the error which in that 
cafe it muft appear that I have at this 
time fallen into. —__ 

The introduétion of cauftic into the 
urethra muft prove hazardous from two 
circumftances 5% our not being able, even 
with all the pains that we can take, ‘to 
apply it to the firiciure alone, without i in- 
juring 
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juring the contiguous parts of the urethra - 
and the rifk which there mutt always be 
of fome finall portion of the cauftic break- 
ing off and refting in the paflage. 

Mr Hunter has indeed invented a very 
neat apparatus for the introdudtion of 
caufttc. It confifts of a filver tube, open 
at both ends, nearly the thicknefs of a 
common catheter, with a port-crayon, 
fomewhat longer than the tube, into which 
the cauftic is fixed. A ftillette, with a 
perfectly round end, is firft paffed through 
the tube, and if it be exaétly fitted to the - 
end of it, the two together may be carried 
with eafe along the urethra till they come 
in contact with the {tricture, when the 
ftillette is to be withdrawn, and the port- 
erayon, with the cauitic fixed in it, intro- 


duced. The cauftic being applied to the 


firicjure for about the fpace of a minute, 
mutt be withdrawn along with the inftru- 
ment, and this muft be repeated every two 
or three days till the caufe of obftrucion 
is removed. 

X 2 This, 
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This, from defcription, appears perfect- 
ly fimple, and of eafy execution; but not~ 
withftanding the ingenuity of the inven- 
tion, it is obvioufly liable to the two ob 
jections which I have mentioned, which 
may alfo be faid of the method of cons 
ducting the cauflic by fixing it in the end 
of a bougie. We know, even where parts 
are uncovered, and therefore immediately 
under view, that it is difficult to deftroy 
them with cauftic, without injuring thecon- 
tiguous found parts. In the urethra, there- 
fore, where we receive no advantage from 
the eye, and where the flighteft deviation 
of the inftrument may fix the cauftic upon _ 
the urethra itfelf inftead of the ftrieture, 
there muft evidently be much hazard — 
from this circumftance alone, mdependent 
of the chance of hurting the contiguous. 
parts merely by the {preading of the cau- 
ftic, admitting it to be applied with alk 
manner of exadinefs. © Sh 

Befides, as the fize of cauftic chit care 
be paffed in either of thefe ways is ex- 
ceedingly finall, there mutt always be | 

fome 
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fome hazard of its flipping out or break- 
ing off, frem which the higheft degree of 
diftrefs would enfue; for it could not be 
extracted, nor could dilution be employed 
with fuch effet as to: prevent it from do- 
ine a great deal.of mifchief, | 
_ Another very important objection oc 

curs to this practice. A great proportion 
of ftrictures are feated beyond the curve 
of the urethra, to which an inftrument fo 
ftraight as a tube acting as the conductor 
of another body ought to be, cannot be 
carried. But Mr Hunter, forefeeing the 
difficulty, has endeavoured to remove it 
by propofing that the end of the tube 
fhould be flexible, and of the fame form 
with the common flexible catheter of fil- 
ver. But this, while it apparently adds 
to the ingenuity of the invention, renders 
it evidently more hazardous. The fmall 
point of cauftic contained in ‘the port- 
crayon will be more apt to be broken or 
loofened in pafling through a curved tube 
than through a ftraight one, while it will 
xX B15 not 
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not be poffible to apply it to any one point 
with fuch firmnefs and fteadinets. © > - 
“But even admitting that’ cauftic may 
with fafety be conveyed to ‘the -ftric> 
ture, if the difeafe does not ‘yield ‘to 
bougies, the ob{truétion will generally be 
found to’ be extenfive, and the quantity 
of cauftic neceflary for removing ‘it’ fo 
great, that the contiguous found parts of 
the pafluge would be much injured, what? 
ever care and attention fhould be employ: 
ed in the application of fuch an adtive 
remedy. On thefe accounts; it would ‘ap- 
pear, that for the removal of ftrictures in 
the urethra, the application of cauftic is 
either unneceflary, or ina very confider- 
able degree unfafe, and at the famé time 
of very uncertain effet.’ Where ftrictures 
are flight, a degree of force may be ufed 
with bougies, fufficient for removing them. 
Whenever this can be done, none will 
doubt of the propriety of preferring them 
to cauftic; and when ftrictures occupy — 
fuch an extent-in the urethra as to render 
our attempts with bougies unfuccefsful, 
there 
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there will be little or no room to hope 
that cauftic will anfwer better. In 
other parts of the body we all know how 
difficult it is to remove even the callous 
edges of an ulcer with cauftic. Nay, that 
new parts feem often to form below be- 
fore the efchar produced by a previous ap- 
plication of the cauftic has come off. I~ 
have no hefitation, therefore, in faying, 
that in fimilar affections of the ditethta: 
proceeding to the extent which we here 
fuppofe them to have done, that cauftic 
would either be altogether inadequate for 
the purpofe, or that it muft be applied in 
fuch quantities as to be productive of 
much hazard. | , 

In all fuch circumftances, it appears to 
me to be preferable to let the difeafe take 
its ufual courfe. The worft that can pro- 
bably happen, is the formation of finufes 
behind the ftri€tures, and the difcharge of 
urine from the openings which thefe pro- 
duce. Few patients will long fubmit to 
Rie ii remedy can be obtained; but I 
“eam the cure of this ftate of the dif- 

Xx 4 eafe, 
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eafe, by the mode of treatment already 
pointed out, as more certain, while it is 
obvioufly much, lefs. hazardous , than. the 
means. propofed.. for preventing: it, ef 
cauitic, 

I have here continued an. oben 
inferted in the firft edition of this work, 
that.“ The worft that can probably. hap- 
pen: in, ftrictures, is. the formation of fi- 
nufes behind the feat of the obftruction, 
and the difcharge of urine from the open- _ 
ings which thefe produce.’’ But, although 
this in a great proportion of cafes i As cor- 
rectly true, yet inflances occafionally oc- 
cur of ftill more. diftrefsful confequences 
from ftri€tures. Since the firft edition of 
this Work was pubiithed, I have met with 
no lefs than three cafes, in all of which 
the cavity of the urethra was almoft com- 
pletely obliterated, from the neck of the 
bladder forward to the feat of the difeafe, 
which in all the three appeared to be di- 
rectly behind the {crotum, | 

| In all of them there was much reafon 
to think, that a timeous and proper ufe of 
bougies 
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bougies would have proved effectual, but 
this being neglected, the paflage in none 
of them would admit.a bougie larger than 
a hog’s briftle. No advantage could ac- 


-erue from this. Cauftic, although ufed 


with much perfeverance in all of them, 
made no impreflion ; fo that the patients 
are now living in great diftrefs, with no | 
_ other.profpedt of relief than of that which 
they derive. from, large dofes. of opiates, ; 
a misfortune which fhould ferve asa warn- 
ing to all who, are attacked wath ftrictures 
in the urethra, to employ bougies early, 
and never to defift from the ufe of them 
while any degree of obftruction is percei- 
Vege terl 
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SECTION Bes 


Of wa Siping Senfations in the Bladder, Ure- 
pies and contiguous Parts. ; 


'§ foon as’ the’ leading: Typha of } 
~& ~Gonorrhceas become moderate, all 
the’ others ufually abate, and the patient; 
for the ‘moft’ part, ‘confiders‘ the cure as 
complete ua pen the cHenge leaves 
him. , é 
‘This, however, is not-always the cafe; 
for it fometimes happens that much 
diftrefs is experienced, long after the 
difcharge is gone; and as the fymptoms 
which take place in this ftate of the dif- 
eafe are of a nature which cannot be re- 
ferred to any particular head, I have jud- 
ged it ,proper to {peak of them in a fepa- 
rate fection. 

Without any previous pain, a datiene’ 
who, from the diicharge and other fymp- 
toms 


, 
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toms of Gonorrhcea having ceafed, has 
-caufe'to fuppofe that his cure is complete, 
will be fuddenly feized with~uneafinefs 
over his loins ;'painful feelings over all 
the ‘region of ‘the °bl: adder, particularly 
about the neck of it; a fenfe of wearinefs 
in the regions of the kianbing which fome- 
tirnes becomes ‘much pained ; a confider- 
able degree of uneafinefs over the whole 
courfe of the ‘urethra, particularly about 
the glans, and a painful fenfation of roll- 
ing, and other unufiral motions, in the 
teftes. | 

~ In fome, thefe eal which feem 
to be confined to the organs of urine and 
generation, take place either in whole or 
im part by themfelves. In others, they 
are conjoined with affections of other 
parts, chiefly with thofe of the ftomach 
and alimentary canal. In one cafe they 
were accompanied with regular attacks of 
cholic, which, from the pain being vio- 
lent, there was caufe to fuppofe were pro- 
duced by inflammation, but which always 
fubfided immediately on the fymptoms be- 


ing 
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ing removed by which it feemed to be i inn 
duced. In different inftances I have known, 
ficknefs and vomiting fucceed to that pain- 
ful uneafinefs to which patients in this, 
fituation are fometimes feable 1 in the. Kish 
neys. 

Diftrefaful feelings Fopenaals aa ity ee : 
in the rectum, which give.caufe to fufpect, 
that in fome inftances they proceed from 
piles, and in others from tumours inthe. 
end of the gut, A painful tenefmus often 
accompanies this fet of fymptoms. . | 

In fome we. meet with almoft every. 
fymptom ufually produced by ftone in the 
bladder, A dull, heavy, pain is felt at the 
neck of the bladder, which {preads along 
the urethra, and fixes upon the glans, The 
patient is diftrefled with a frequent define 
to pafs water, and it often. ftops fadonly 
when coming off in a full flream... 

ott a few cafes SrrEaStaE of paraly6 | 
The Ree at one time poding it diffi. 
cult, or even impoffible, to force the urine 

out a the bladder, while im others it runs . 
off | 
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off in drops, without his beiti¢ able to re- 
tain it. 

- Thefe unequal ftates of the power of 
pafling and retaining the uriné foretimes 
éccur alternately, feveral times in the 
courfe of the fame day; while at times 
one of them will continue for feveral days 
together, and at laft will difappear fud-. 
denly, after having refifted every remedy 
mh had been employed. 

* It will readily be fuppofed, however! 
that all of thefe fymptoms will not proba- 
bly occur at the fame time in the fame 
patient, but every practitioner muft have 
met with all of them in different patients. 

At the fame time that they take place 
with fome variety, we likewife meet with 
them in very different degrees. In fome 
they are fo flight as merély to excite a tri- 
fling degree of uneafinefs, and fo tranfient, | 
that they come atid go frequently in the 
eourfe of the fame day ; while, m others, 
they are fo fixed and permanent that the 
patient reimnains in a fiate of conftant dif- 

trefs, 
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trefs, and to fuch a‘ degree as he is ieatchs 
ly able to fupport. Pe 
In women, the bladder, ideal and 
abdominal vifcera, are equally liable to be | 
affected as in men ; and they are alfo apt 
to be diftrefled with uneafinefs about the 
neck of the womb, and bearing-down 
_ pains, ftretching to the thighs. 
_ Even in the moft firm-minded. people 
_ the fymptoms that I have defcribed prove 
frequently very diftrefsful ; but where the 
mind is weak, and the imagination eafily 
affected, they. arrive in fome inftances at 
the moft alarming height. In whatever 
degree they may appear, they are attribu-. 
ted to the preceding difeafe having either 
been improperly treated, or not complete- 
ly cured; and when this .happens in a 
mind prone to.fears and.anxiety, the di- 
ftrefs which they are-apt to excite, is in 
fome inftances fo extreme, as can {carcely, 
from fuch a caufe be fuppofed to exift. . 
Whether a courfe of mercury be advife- 
able or not, the patient is feldom fatisfied 
till this medicine be prefcribed ; for he is 
: always 
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always afraid that his.conftitution will be 
ruined if mercury is omitted. If. this 
proves fuccefsful, or if he getsewell when © 
under it, he remains completely fatisfied ; 
but when-this does not happen, as is the 
cafe moft frequently, he then believes 
that he is incurable, and that his fituation 
is defperate. Every variety of noftrum 
is now had recourfe to: by the effet of 
thefe, and ftill more by the agony of mind 
under which he labours, his conftitution 
at laft begins to fuffer; he gradually be- 
comes weaker and emaciated; and if his 
life is prolonged, it is almoft always a 

{cene of anxious inquietude and diftrets. 
The caufe of all or any of thefe fymp- 
toms it is often impoflible to explain. 
Werethey to happen chiefly where the pre- 
vious inflammation has run high, or where 
the patient, when under cure, had been par- 
ticularly apt to indulge in venery, excets 
of wine, or bodily fatigue, one or_other of 
thefe caufes might tend te account for 
them. But this is by no means the cafe. 
‘They are met with as frequently where 
the 
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the difeafe has been of a mild nature, and 
where it was cured in an éafy manner, as 
where the*fymptoms have been fevere and 
obftinate. Where this takes place, we are 
apt to fuppofe that they are moftly, if not 
entirely, of an imaginary nature, and to 
treat them accordingly. This, to a cer- 
tain degree, may be often proper, as it may 
fortify the mind of the. patient againft 
thofe ill-grounded fears to which he might 
otherwife be expofed ; but we are not to 
fuppofe that fymptoms of this defcription 
are always ideal, merely from our not 
being able to account for them, or from 
the previous Gonorrheea having been of 
fuch a mild nature as we may imagine 
ought not to have produced them. I have 
met with inftances of this, where the pre- 
vious difeafe was exceedingly mild, and 
where no obvious affection of the parts 
was perceptible, and yet the violence of 
the diftrefs in fuch a degree as kept ‘the 

patients in a ftate of conftant mifery. 
Many of the fy eee that I have e- 
numerated aré fuch as are produced by 
tumours 
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tumours about the neck of the bladder, par- 
ticularly by fwelling of the proftate gland, 
and by a contracted ftate of the bladder 
itfelf. In fuch cafes, the caufe of the dif 
eafe may often be difcovered by examina- 
tion with the finger in ano; but at pre- 
ferit we are fuppofing that no organic af- 
fection of any kind can be perceived, an 
occurrence by no means uncommon, and 
in which I therefore conclude: that. the 
_ fymptoms proceed from a deranged ftate 
of the nerves, produced by the previous - 
difeafe in the urethra. I have according- 
ly arranged all of them under one general 
head of Deranged Senfations ; nor is there 
_caufe, from the nature of the remedies | 
that ufually prove moft fuccefsful, to treat | 
of them feparately, nearly the fame courfe 
of treatment being found to anfwer in all 
of them. | tk 

Before proceeding to mention the re- 
medies, I may obferve, that although we 
cannot in_any cafe fay pofitively what 
will accomplifh a cure, I can with cer- 
tainty fay what will not anfwer. I have 
Von. I. bed already 
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already. remarked, that patients in this 
fituation are apt to fufpeet that their fymp- 
toms proceed from the previous difeafe 
having been improperly treated. This 
leads them to imagine that a latent: poifon, 
is fill lurking in. the conftitution, and 
mercury being the only certain antidote 
for the venereal poifon, they always. infift 
upon this being. preferibed. Some practi- 
tioners, ftill fufpecting that Gonorrhce2 
‘and Lues Venerea proceed from the fame 
infeGion, confider it neceflary to. preferibe 
mercury for all the confequences of each 
of thefe difeafes, while others are readily 
prevailed upon, by the folicitation of their 
patients, to permit what they may fuppofe 
it would not be in their power to prevent. 
But from all the experience which I have — 
had of it, Iam clearly of opinion that in 

this fituation no advange is eyer deri- 
ved from mercury, while, ina great pro-- 

portion of cafes, it evidently does harm. 
By relaxing the conftitution it renders it — 
much more irritable than it was before. ¥ 
by. which it tends to: aggravate all fach 
| fymptoms 


thom 
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fymptoms as thofe that we are now confi- 


dering. 


The remedies upon which we shivsly 
depend are, blood- letting, opiates, warm _ 
bathing, blifters, cicuta, hyofcyamus, elec- _ 
tricity, Jefuit’s bark, and cold bathing. 

_ When the conftitution is already redu- 
béd and dibilitated, blood-letting muft ne- 
cefiarily be inadmiifible ; but. whenever 
plethora takes place, as is fometimes the 
cafe, nothing proves more ufeful. than 
blood-letting, both general and local, par- 


tieularly the difcharge of blood from the 


perineum and parts contiguous to the anus, 
by the application of leeches. In fuch 


_ circumftances it removes or leffens irrita- 


bility with more certainty than any other 
remedy. Even where there has been 


_ caufe to fufpect a tendency to paralyfis in 


=- 


the bladder and contiguous parts, leeches 
applied near to the feat of the difeafe have 
proved ufeful; nor need we ever hefitate 
to advife them where the patient is not 
much emaciated. But the remedy which 
here proves moft univerfally ufeful is 

Ya opium. 
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- opium. It not only. fooths and allags t re a 
prefent diftrefs, but when, by a well jude- — 
ed timeous application, we can for two | 
or three weeks together. prevent the. ac- 
ceflion of pain, we in this manner ‘often. : 
enfare a cure, It anfwers the. purpofe 
whether it be given by the mouth or in 
clyfters, but’it proves. always moft effec- 
tual when given in fafficient dofes ge the 
Sapasy ts Loe: oO Ratp aia ci 
‘The external appeal of rendaiilbe | | 
‘and of anodyne balfam, in fome cafes af- 
fords relief, particularly when conjoined — 
with ether. In thofe deranged fenfations 
which fometimes occur in the perineum 
--and about the neck of the bladder, imme- 
diate relief is often obtained by rubbing 
the parts affe@ted with a mixture of warm 
laudanum and ether ;-and I have known f 
a fuppreflion of urine -arifing from ous 4 
caufe, relieved in the fame manner. | 
~ When opiates: fail, or when they dif | q 
gree with the patient, the femicupium — 
fometimes fucceeds. Warm fomentations — 
applied to the perineum, and over the loins, | 
often prove ufeful ; and the fleams: OFF 
; warm” 


| 
oe 
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arm ‘vinegar, conveyed with attention 
ot the parts affected, have likewife been 
_ufed with advantage. The beft article 
~ that we can employ i in fuch cafes for fo-— 
mentations is a ftrong decoction of the 


heads of poppies. 


Blifters, are perhaps the moft effeual 
of all our external applications. It is 


chiefly, however, where the urethra feems 


to be the feat of the difeafe that they prove 
ufeful, and alfo where the neck of the blad- ~ 
der is become fo weak as to be unable to re- 
tain the urine.. In the former, blifters a& 
with moft advantage when applied to the 
perineum, and in the latter they fhould.be 
applied to the loins. The moft diftrefsful 
fenfations produced by this caufe, and 
which for many years have obftinately 
refifted every other remedy, have in fome 
inftances been removed by the application 
of a blifter to the perineum. In fome cafes 
ene proves fufficient ; but in others they 
require to be repeated .once and again be- 


fore all the fymptoms difappear. 


¥i3 Upon 


‘eS 


326 of deranged Senfations Ch. IE. 
Upon the fame principle with blifters, 
our being able to excite a return of the— 


difcharge after it has ftopped, or after it 


Ao RaG Been diminithed in quantity, hhas at 


times been. productive ‘of fome benefit. 
This may be done by fomenting the penis 
and perineum, with warm water ; the ap- 
plication of warm poultices to the perine- 
um, and by a cautious ufe of bougies.. The 
practice was pr obably fuggefted by the 
-fymptoms having in fome inftances been 
removed by the patient cetting a frefh at- 
tack of Gonorrhcea from a new infeation ; 
different cafes of which I.have met with. 
In all fuch inftances, if the inflammation 
recently induced is confiderable, the pre-_ 
vious fymptoms are thereby either much: 
diminifhed in violence, or entirely re- | 
moved, This would lead'to the pradiice 
of exciting an inflamed fate of the parts’ 
in a confiderable degree, which bougies. 
never fail to do, if covered with oil of 
turpentine, in which a fmall quantity of 
common refin is melted; but as much 
harm might be done by carrying the prac- 
TCE 
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tice too far, it fhould in every inftance ~ 
be managed with sts greateit delicacy. 
and care. 

It may be proper to rents that the in- ‘, 
- troduétion of ftimulating bougies proves 
chiefly ufeful where the difeafe is confin- 
ed to the urethra ; although, in fome cafes, 
it has anfwered even where the bladder 
and kidneys have been affected. 

Where the urine paffés off involuntari- 
ly, blifters, as I have already obferved,: 
anfwer with moft certainty when applied 
to the loins. -This arifes perhaps from 
the caufe of the difeafe in thefe inftances ) 
lying in the bladder itfelf: but, where it 
proceeds, as it may fometimes do, froma | 
tendency to paralyfis in the urethra and 
mufcles connected with it, blifters prove 
moft ufeful when applied to the peri- 


~ neum. 


_ Where the urine paffles sae in this man- 
ner, balfam of copaiba, and other aitrin- | 
gents are ufually given. They are fup- | 
sofed to act chiefly by reftoring the tone 


of fuch parts as appear to be relaxed and 
et st oe weakened 
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ry weakened, and which i it is Ban they 
- muft do, from their having a peculiar ten- _ 

dency to pafs off by the organs of urine, — 
~ In like manner the internal ufe of canthar- | 
ides is prefcribed, from an idea of this 
fymptom depending, in every inftance, on 
a lofs of tone in the: parts affected, and 
from our knowing, that in moft cafes, 
-cantharides proves a powerful ftimulus — 
both to tht kidneys and bladder. 

All of thefe balfams, as well as the com- 
mon turpentines, which are not eflentially 
different, may in all fuch cafes. be ufed 
with fafety. In fome inflances they may 
perhaps prove ufeful, and I do not ima- 
gine that they will ever do harm. This, 
however, cannot be faid of the internal. 
ufe of cantharides, In large quantities 
they act asa poifon: and even where ma- _ 
naged with caution, the principle “Ob whey 
practice, feems i in fuch cafes as we are now 
confidering, to be doubtful ; for as there 
is caufe to fuppofe that the difeafe pro- 


ceeds more frequently from too much ir- 


ritabjlity about the neck of the bladder © 
Cae toe and — 
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and urethra, than from any deficiency of 
tone, there is reafon to fear, that by in- 
creafing the fenfibility of the parts af- 
fected; they would in many inftances be 
more apt to do harm than good. It is 
therefore proper, previous to the inter- 
nal exhibition of cantharides, to determine 
with accuracy whether the difeafe pro- 
ceeds from weaknefs or morbid irritabili- 
ty. Inthe one cafe they may fometimes 
prove ufeful; in the other they will be 

apt to add to the violence of the difeafe. 
Cicuta 1s frequently prefcribed here; 
and when given to fuch extent as to act as 
-ananodyne, it may fometimes prove ufeful. 
Upon the fame principle, hyofcyamus may 
with propriety be given; but we have no 
reafon to fuppofe that either this medicine 
or opium act in any other manner than as 
anodynes, in the cure. As no organic af- 
fection appears to take place, they cannot 
act by diffolying hard or enlarged parts. 
Any advantage derived from them will 
therefore be nearly in proportion to the 
anodyne effects which they produce; fo 
| that 


} 
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: that they may prove ufeful wherever da 
ates cannot be employed. — | wae 
Ele@tricity has been known to give one 
porary relief to’ fymptoms of this kind’; 
and ‘it appears to anfwer beft when taken > 
in fparks from the parts chiefly affedted, 
particularly from the perineum, and parts 
moft contiguous to the Beer of the blad- 

gers ener 
the fame viiterHitvoute ‘are applicable ' in 
ufing ele@tricity that were made upon the 
internal exhibition of cantharides. Both 
of thefe remedies, as well as blifters to. 
the loins, have been chiefly prefcribed, : 
where the urine pafles off involuntarily, 
and they are advifed upon the fuppofition | 
of this fymptom proceeding from paraly- 
fis of the neck of the bladder. But as_ 
there is caufe to imagine that the fre- 
quent difcharge of urine, with which pa- 
tients in this fituation are fometimes di- 
ftrefied, proceeds more from irritability 
in the neck of the bladdet than from real 
weaknels, there is. reafon to think that 
electricity, 
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eledricity, by increafing the fenfibility 
of the part affected, which in fome inftan- 
ces I have known it do, will rather tend 
to aggravate the complaint. 

Blifters, whether applied to the loins or 
perineum, may prove ufeful, not merely 
by the difcharge which they excite, but by 
the irritation which they produce upon 
the fkin. “We know that pain and irrita- 
bility may often be removed from one 
‘part by exciting it in others. Of this we 
have frequent proofs in the application of 
blifters and other ftimulants in deep-feat- 
ed pain inthe fide, where immediate relief 
is often obtained ‘as foon as the fkin be- 
comes warm and uneafy, and long before 
any vefications are produced. Sinapifms 
applied to the feet, have; in fome inftan- 
ces, removed head-ach when every other 
remedy has failed. In like manner, blif- 
ters feem to operate when applied to the 
perineum for the removal of thofe fenfa- 
tions to which patients in this fituation 
are fometimes liable. But electricity, as 
well as the internal ufe of cantharides, by 

) tending 


ae 
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tending to irritate. the very parts, in which 
the difeafe is feated, feem often to. in- 
creafe the violence of the fymptom they. 
were meant to remove. © | g 
. . Perfeverance in the ufe of one or ae. 
of thefe remedies feldom fails to leffen 6, olin 
even entirely to remove the diftrefs ; : but — 
the fymptoms being apt to recur, €ven 
after the patient confiders himfelf as well,. 
it becomes an important obje@ both to 
the patient and practitioner that this 
thould be prevented. With this view, we 
advife a liberal ufe of Per uvian bark and. 
cold bathing. A free exhibition of bark. 
- fhould be prefcribed, as foon as the pain 
.and other fymptoms begin to diminifh, 
_ together with fea- bathing whenever it can 
/ be got. Where the patient does not live 
‘contiguous to the fea, cold water fhould. 
~ be applied locally, both to the perineum, — 
and loins. Some. advantage. 1S derived | 
from the parts being merely bathed in 
cold water, but it proves more effectual 
when toneely dafhed Ppen hems | ss: 
AR 
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“Aninvoluntary difcharge of urine which 
I have already had occafion to {peak of, 
proves always troublefome; but the di- 
ftrefs arifing from this is trifling when 
‘compared with that which proceeds from 
‘the patient not being able to expel it. 
Even without inflammation, and where no 
‘caufe of obftruction can be difcovered in 
the urethra, a patient will fometimes find 
‘it impoffible to pafs a fingle drop. Bh 1 Sa 
we no doubt often meet with from other 
eaufes ; but it is alfo occafionally the ef- 
fe& of that irritability which Gonorrheea 
fometimes excites over the whole organs 
of urine and generation. 
In plethoric patients copious blood-let- 
ting ‘fhould be advifed. We fometimes 
. excite an immediate flow of urine by the 
operation of a brifk purgative, particu- 
‘arly by that of a ftimulating injeGion. 
Warm fomentations applied to the abdo- 
‘men, over the perineum, fometimes prove 
fuccefsful; but our moft effectual reme- 
dies are opiates and warm bathing. The 
whole body fhould be immerfed in water, 
. heated 
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heated to the 95th or 96th depree of Fa-_ 
“ renheit’s fcale; and kept in it for the {pace | 
of twenty minutes at leaft, and if imme- 
diately thereafter an opiate glyfter is Bie 
ven, relief will commonly be obtained ; 
but when this does not foon happen, par- 
ticularly when the bladder is much di- 
ftended, the water fhould without farther 
delay be drawn off with a “catheter. ap i 
this fituation no time fhould be loft. By 
delays we not only add to the, ‘temporary 
diftrefs of the patient, but tothe difficulty 
of pafling. the catheter, as well as to the 
real danger with which a total fuppreflion 
of urine is at all times accompanied, from | 
whatever caufe it may arife. | Hs 
In fome cafes the introduction ofa bou- 
gie will anfwer the purpofe; and as this | 
gives lefs pain and irritation than a ca- 
theter, it fhould in the firft inftance al- | 
ways be preferred. One of the largeft 
that will eafily pafs thould be employed 5 
and, after allowing it to remain in the 
bladder for a few minutes, the patient 
: dhould endeavour to pee water inftantly. 
on 
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on the bougie being withdrawn. _ This 


fhould not be done with much force and 
preflure, otherwife the neck of the bladder 
and urethra are apt to contract inftantly 


on the bougie being taken out ; while the 


whole will pafs completely off if it can 
be made to flow eafily at firft, along with 
the bougie. | 

_ When this our intention, of employing 
bougies is fruftrated, we are under the ne- 
ceflity of employing. the catheter ; and, 
as it is of much importance, in all fuch 
cafes, to prevent irritation as far as it can 


pollibly: be done, catheters of refina elaf 


tica, fhould be employed, inftead of the 
common inftrument of filver. It not only 


patles more eafily, but when difficult to 


introduce, it may, in fome inftances, be 
proper to leave it for a day or two in the 
bladder, which can never, with propriety, 
be done with catheters of filver. 

The practice of leaving catheters in the 


bladder is fpoken of by fome with much 


eafe, and they advife it wherever any per- 
manent floppage occurs to the urine; but 
E 
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T have in different inftances fetis fo much 
-mifchief produced by it, that it is a med= 
fure I never advife but where much } pain 
and difficulty i is experienced on the intro- 

duétion of a catheter. In moft inftances, 

more pain is produced by allowing the 

{nftrument to remain in the bladder than’ 
ever occurs from its being frequently 
paffed. Befides the irritation which even 
‘the fmootheft and fofteft inftruments of 
this kind excite, they are apt to prove 
hurtful by incruftations of calculous mat- — 

ter forming upon them, in confequence | of 
depofitions from the urine. The urine of - 
few people is fo free of this kind of mat= 
ter as to prevent a catheter, inferted into 
the bladder, from becoming rough with 
it in a’very fhort fpace of time. This- 

practice, therefore, fhould never be adopt- ee 
ed but from real neceflity ; and in every 
inftance where this thall happen, a prefe- — 
rence, as | have already obferved, fhould — 
‘be given to catheters of refina elaftica. - 
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SECTION VI. 
Of Swellings of the Tefticles. 


A Swevuine of one of the Teftes is a 
frequent occurrence in Gonorrhea. 
From the refemblance which in fome cir- 
cumftances it bears to a hernia, and from 
its being fuppofed to proceed from the 
. running or humour in Gonorrhea falling 
down upon the teftes, it is ufually termed 
a Hernia Humoralis. 

In fome inftances both tefticles fwell. 
They feldom, however, fwell both at once; 
but the iwelling, on leaving one tefticle, 
is yery apt to goto the other; and when 
both have in this manner been affected, 
they fometimes {well alternately for a 
contiderable time together. I have known 
this-happen for the {pace of a year and 
upwards, where the patient, during the 

Vou. I. ZL, whole 


338 Of Swellings of the Tefticles. ‘Ch. TI. 


whole period, was never completely free 
of the difeafe. 

When the fwelling has been of long du- 
ration, the pain becomes inconfiderable ; 
but at firft it is always fevere. The firit. 
warning which a patient receives of it, is 
a very painful fenfation in one of the 
teftes, ftriking along the fpermatic cord, 
up to the middle of his back. On examin- 
ing the teftis he finds it fwelled, and fo 
tender that he can {carcely bear it to be 
touched. He feels himfelf hot, and a ge- 
neral uneafinefs prevails over his whole . 
frame; particularly over his thighs and 
abdomen. Neither can he move with- 
out increafing the violence of every fymp- 
tom. — | Beet 

At firft the fwelling is confined to the — 
epididymis ; the back part of the tefticle 

_ feels hard and enlarged ; but in a very 
_ fhort fpace of time, often in the courfe of | 
an hour, the whole body of the tefticle © 
becomes: fwelled. In this ftate of the dif ~ 
eafe a difference is ftill perceptible be- 
tween the teftis itfelf and the epididymis. ~ 
a ie 
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The latter is hard, and fomewhat une- 
qually fo; being, for the moft part, hard- 


eft and moft prominent at the bottom: 


whereas a foft, uniform fwelling prevails 
over all the anterior part of the tefticle. 
In the progrefs of the difeafe, indeed, 
even the teftis itfelf becomes hard, and if 
the means employed for preventing it do 
not prove fucce(fsful, the fwelling of the 
epididymis and teftis together, come to — 


form a tumour of great magnitude, ac- 


companied with a red, inflammatory ap- 
pearance of the fcrotum. 

In this ftate of the difeafe, the pain is 
often intenfe, and accompanied with avery 
diftrefsful rotatory motion of the teftis. 
The fkin is dry and parched; the tongue 
foul; thirft prevails; and the pulfe is full, 
and quick. In fhort, every fymptom takes 
place which ufually attends a,high degree 
of local inflammation. 

There is no period of Gonorrhcea in 
which this affection of the teftis does not 
occafionally fupervene. It occurs in all 
ftages of the difeafe; even towards the 

Sy end 
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end of it; when both the patient and fur- 
geon are apt to confider the eure as néar- 
ly complete : ‘and ia fome we find it take 
place where no caufe can be affigned for 
it; where neither the degree of the pre- 
vious inflammation, nor the mode of life 
of the patient, wete fuch as could in-any © 
fatisfactory manner account for it. “ 

It is propet, however, to remark, that. 
fwellings of the teftis which take place in 
this manner, feem, for the moft part, to 
be of a very different nature from thofe 
which occur during the Virulent flate of 
the difeafe, and while the inflammation in 
the urethra is confiderable. The latter 
appear to be purély inflammatory. The 
difeafe proceeds more flowly to its height 
or acmé. It remains more permanently 
at the fize to which it arrives, and it dif- 
appears more lowly than the others; which 
come to their utmoft height, n fome in- 
ftances, in an hour or two from the firft 
approach of the fwelling, and again dif 
appear with equal rapidity. Thefe Fcon: 
ceiye to be partly inflammatory, and that 

it} 
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in part they proceed from that. kind. of 
fympathy which evidently fubfifts between 
the penis and teftis, and which tenders 
the one very apt to fuffer from.any difeafe 
with which the other may be affected.— 
And, that fympathy has much influence 
iN exciting it is obvious, from the fwell- 
me being apt to leave one teftis, as [have 
already obferved, and to fix, perhaps in- 
ftantly, upon the other, 

As it is obferved that the difcharge in 
Gonorrhea is apt to ftop on the firit ap- 
pearance of a fwelled tefticle, this gave 
rife to the idea ef the difeafe in the teftis 
being produced by the matter falling down 
upon it fromthe urethra. It is now well 
known, however, that no communication 
fubfifis between the urethra and teftes, by 
which matter can pafs from the one to 
the other; nor does the appearance which 
a fwelled tefticle affords give reafon to 
imagine that it proceeds from this caufe. 
Inftead of being foft and compreilible, 
which it neceflarily would be were it 
produced by matter, it becomes daily 

F 3 harder, 
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harder, till it arrives at a certain magni- 
tude, when it gradually becomes fofter 
again, but without any fluctuation of mat- 
ter beme perceived im it. iQ ort 

There is reafon to think, that in moft 
inftances the tefticles fwell by the in- 
flammation fpreading from: the urethra 
along the vafa deferentia. This has been 
doubted by fome, but without any good — 
reafon being affigned for it, nor has any 
other mode of accounting for it been fug- 
eefted. We fee that by the vafa deferen- 
tia a dire&t communication takes place be- 
tween the urethra and teftes, and the firk 
appearance of a {welled tefticle commen- 
ces inthe eprdidymis, formed as it were 
by the termination of this very line of 
communication. In a great proportion 
of cafes too, the patient is fenfible of a 
pain {tretching from the fwelled tefticle 
along the groin, which we know to be 
the direct courfe of the vas deferens. 

’ A variety of other caufes might be men- 
tioned, which tend to excite inflammation 
in the teftes in a fimilar manner with Go- 

, | norrhoea : 
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norrhcea: among thefe are, the irritation: 
produced by a ftone in the neck of the 
bladder ; the irritation excited by the in- 
troduction of a catheter or bougie; and 
the inflammation which takes place in 
thefe parts after the operation of lithoto- 
my. A fwelling of one or both of .the 
teites is not an unfrequent occurrence 
from all of thefe caufes ; particularly from 
the latter, as well as from the ule of bou- 
gies when not properly introduced ; and 
we fee no manner in which it can be fo 
readily produced as’ by the irritation ex- 
cited about the neck of the bladder being 
carried along the vafa deferentia. 

The confequences of {welling of the 
teftes, which we have moft to dread are, a 
hardened ftate of the parts, chiefly of the 
epididymis ; which, even when one, but 
more certainly when both teftes are {wel- 
led, is apt to be followed by impotency ; 
and a morbid irritability, which is fome- 
times fo great as to prevent the patient for 
a confiderable time from ufing exercife, 
and from following the ordinary occupa- 

LA tions 
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tions of life, without hazarding a return 
of the {welling of the tefies. Suppuratiom 
in the body of the teftes, from: the in- 
flammation induced by Gonorrheea, is 
hardly an object of regard, for it does 
not take place in one of five hundred 

cafes. | 
But the two olveuriflarices I. have men- 
tioned of a permanent ‘hardnefs in the 
epididymis, and that diftrefsful irritable 
ftate of the teftis itfelf, which are apt to 
fucceed to this difeafe, are objeds of the 
firft importance, and require an imme- 
diate application of every remedy that can 
probably tend to prevent them. Scarcely: 
any occurrence can prove more diftrefs- 
ful or inconvenient than fwellings of the 
teftis ; ; and an enlarged ftate of the epidi- 
dymis, when it takes place in both teftes, 
and in any confiderable degree, has, in. 
many inftances, as I have already obfer- | 
ved, the effect of inducimg impotency. 
To acertain degree, a fwelling of the epi- 
didymis often continues for a great length: 
of time; in fome inftances, during the life _ 
of the patient, without any bad confe- 
quence 
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quence taking place, particularly when 
one tefticle only is difeafed. But I have 
known fo many inftances of the contrary, 
and of fuch diftrefsful eflefts taking place 
from it, as makes me with confidence fay, 
that nothing fhould be omitted that might 
probably tend to prevent or remove it., 

. As we find'that.all the fymptoms of this 
_ difeafe, as well as the confequences which 
 enfue from it, are ufually fevere in pro- 
portion to the degree of inflammation 
which takes place, it fhonld in every in- 
ftance be our view, to prevent it. This 
is moft effectually done by blood-letting; 
a moderate ufe of laxatives ; opiates ; the 
application of anodynes and) aftringents 
to the parts affected; preferving the body 
im a proper pottare, and ,fufpending the 
_tefticle. 

Of all thefe remedies blood- i iene is 
the moft effectual and certain, particular- 
ly local blood-ietting with leeches. Inple- 
thoric patients, or where the {welling ar- 
rives at any confiderable bulk, blood fhould 


be taken from the arm in fuch quantities 
As 
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as the ftreneth will permit; while, at the 
fame time, a number of leeches fhould be 
applied over the {crotum. But in weakly 
people, particularly where none of. the 
fymptoms are violent, the abftraction of 
blood: with leeches alone will ee | 
prove fufficient. 

The firft application of leeches to a 
iwelled tefticle excites a good deal of un- | 
eafinefs. They increafe the irritability of 
the parts, and an increafe of the tumour 
feems to be induced by them ;: but the — 
difcharge has feldom continued for the 
{pace of an hour oer two till the pain a- 
bates; the tenfion, which before was con- 
fiderable, becomes much lefs diftrefsfuls 
the {welling even appears to leffen in bulk, 
and in the courfe of the following day - 
the patient can allow the parts which he 
could not previoufly bear tobe touched, 
‘to be handled with freedom. 

For the moft part one application of 
leeches, if a proper number has been ufed, 
proves fufficient; but when any of the 
fymptoms {till continue fevere, particu- 

| larly 
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larly when the {welling does not diminith, 
when the pain does not leflen, and the fe- 
brile fymptoms do not abate, it becomes 
in fome cafes neceflary to repeat the’ ap- 
plication once and again. I think it 
here proper to remark, that we fhould 
never hefitate in this fituation to take 
blood with freedom. © A. conftitution 
muft be delicate indeed that will be in- 
jured even’ with feveral applications of 
leeches; and I am convinced that in eve- 
ry inftance very important advantages 
may be derived from a proper and time- 
ous ufe of them. 
-  Abftraction of blood by means of leech- 
es is not only ufeful in fhortening the 
duration of the inflammatory fymptoms; 
but, in confequence of this, it ferves to 
prevent two very diftrefsful confequences 
which {welling of the teftes is very apt 
to induce; that fwelled, indurated. ftate 
of the epididymis which | have men- 
tioned, and the moft frequent variety of 
hydrocele, formed by ferum coilected in 
the tunica vaginalis. I have already had 
occafion 
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occafion to remark,: that a permanent 
{welling of the epididymis is a very fre- 
quent effe@ of an: inflamed tefticle, and 
I have met with deveral well-marked. in- | 
ftances of hydrocele preceeding from the 
fame caufe. )That :blood-letting in any 
way, whether general or local, will at all 
times prevent the acceffion of thefe fymp- 
toms I will mot pretend to afferts but, 
from the refult.of much obfervation, lam 
convinced that it anfwers this purpofe 
with more certainty than any other reme- 
dy that has yet been employed. : 
In many fituations leeches cannot -be 
procured: In this cafe fmall punGures 
fhould be made on different parts of the 
ees with ithe point of a lancet; and 
if the fcrotum be previoufly immerfed im 
warm water, nearly the fame quantity ef 
blood may be obtained from them as from 
the fame number of leechesels ;: ia: 
As fwelling of the tefticle in Gentes 
rhoea feems in every inflance as 1 have al- 
ready obferved, to proceed-fromirritation — 

in the urethra; itis an opject of the firft 
importance | 
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importance to remove every caufe that 
can tend to irritate either the urethra or 
contiguous parts. Hence, where coftive- 
nefs prevails, gentle laxatives prove ufe- 
ful. [have known fwelling’s of the teftes 
in different inftances induced by harden- 
ed foeces in the rectum ; and nothing tends 
more certainly than this to keep up the 
difeafe, by whatever caufe it may at firft 
have been produced. But although cof- 
tivenefs is to be guarded againft, we are, 
for a fimilar reafon, to fhun the oppofite 
extreme. Strong purgatives always excité 
much irritation in the rectum, and are 
therefore to be carefully avoided in Go- 
norrheea. It muft confift with the know- 
ledge of every practitioner that draftic pur- 
gatives always do harm. Where the bow- 
els are moderately open, no medicines for 
this purpofe are required; otherwife, caf- 
tor oil, flowers of fulphur, cream of tartar, 
or any other gentle laxative, fhould be em- 
ployed. Even thefe fhould be given in fmall 
dofes, repeated at proper intervals, rather 
than to incur the rifk of exciting irritation 

| in 
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in the rectum by Sivas them in large 

quantities at once. | 
With a view to leflen and remove the 
irritation and pain in the tumour with: as 
much certainty and expedition as poffible, 
opiates fhould be prefcribed immediately 
on the pain becoming fevere. When this 
can be avoided till one or more eafy ftools 
_are procured they prove moft ufeful ; but 
when much irritation prevails no regard 
fhould be paid to this. As the ficknefs 
and general uneafinefs often arifing from 
a fwelled teftis are evidently the effe@ of 
irritation, nothing proves fo effe@tual in 
removing thefe fymptoms as adequate 
dofes'of opiates; and at the fame time that, © 
they remove this diftrefs of the {fy ftem 
by leflening the pain, they alfo tend to 
carry off the fwelling of the teftis. From 
an idea that opiates tend to increafe the 
heat and other fymptoms of fever, many 
practitioners are afraid of ufing them 
wherever fever takes place; but much 
experience of their influence enables me 
to fay that they may be employed both 
with 
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with fafety and advantage in every ftage 
of {welled teftis where the degree of pain 
is confiderable. 

This is fo remarkably the cafe indeed, 
that I have known inftances of the hernia 
humoralis, as it is termed, being cured by 
opiates alone, which did not yield to the 
ufual remedies. In whatever manner Go- 
~norrheea may act in exciting’ {welling of 
the teitis, the tumour, when once _pro- 
duced, excites fo much irritation, that, till 
this is leflened, the fwelling for the moft 
part continues obftinate. Next to blood- 
letting, therefore, opiates prove often our 
moft effectual remedy. 

While the internal exhibition of opiates 
thus proves ufeful, advantage is often de- 
rived from applying them to the {welling 
itfelf. This may be done, either by the 
application of foft pledgits, foaked in lau- 
danum, or anodyne balfam; or by poul- 
tices made with a ftrong decodtion of 
poppy heads and crumb of bread. 

All the faturnine applications prove ufe- 
ful here. When Goulard’s extrad, as it 

i$ 
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is termed, is employed, or what 1s nearly 
the fame, acetum lythargyrites, it ought to 
be in greater quantities than are ufed in 
other parts of the body ; for the teft€s be- 
ing protected by different coverings, re- 
medies of this kind, and of the ordinary 
ftrength, do not readily affect them. 
When faccharum faturni is employed, as 
it does not in large quantities diflolve m 
- water if vinegar be not added, and as 
vinegar proves an ufeful application e- 
ven by itfelf, the two remedies fhould for 
this reafon be combined. | 
The fteams of warm vinegar alfo act as 
an ufeful difcutient. They are with moft — 
convenience applied, by fufpending the 
teftes over a vefiel in which boiling vme- 
gar is contained ; or the fwelling may be 
fomented from time to time with flannel 
-immerfed in warm vinegar, and fo ftrong- 
ly wrung, that nothing but fteam remains 
‘upon i: Vinegar, in every form, acts 
with much advantage in this difeafe, and 
this gives a pleafant variety in the wri of 
apply ing if. 
Whatever 
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_ Whatever remedy is employed the bo- 
dy fhould be kept as much as poflible in 
a horizontal pofture, at the fame time that 
the fcrotum fhould be properly fufpended., 
We find by experience that no remedy 
will act with certainty while the patient 
continues to walk about ; while a hori- 
“zontal pofture of itfelf will often have a . 
confiderable effe@. In fufpending the 
{crotum, care fhould be taken to do it in 
fuch a manner that the tefticle is com- 
pletely fupported, without being compref- 
fed. Preffure, even in a flight degree, al- 
ways does harm, and ought to be avoided. of / 
We have already had occafion to ob- 
ferve, that in Gonorrhea a ftoppage of 
the difcharge often takes place onthe firtt 
approach of a {welled teftis. This leads 
to the idea of fome advantage being to be 
derived from our exciting a recurrence 
of the difcharge; and there is not ‘a 
doubt of its proving in fome inftances 
ufeful. The difcharge from the urethra 
not only leflens the inflammation in the » 
part from whence it proceeds, but it has 
av Ot. Ee Aa | alfo 
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atte an ‘influence on the tumour of the te- 
ftis. As it is now univerfally admitted 
that a return of the running does not ad 
by drawing matter direétly from the te- 
ftis, fome have fufpected that it can never - 
prove ufeful. But why may not a dil- 
charge excited in the urethra act in a ‘fi- 
-milar manner in removing an imflamma- 
tion of the teftis, that we know from 
daily experience happens with fetons and | 
other iffues in the treatment of local in-— 
flammation of other parts? The fact m- _ 
deed, is, that a plentiful return of the 
difcharge very commonly relieves: all the. 
fymptoms of this difeafe. 
For the purpofe of exciting a return of © 
the running, bougies prove moft effectual ; 
but in affections of the teftes they require 


to be managed with a delicacy not ufually © a 


obferved in this branch of practice: for if 
- more pain or irritation is produced than 
48 neceflary for the purpofe, inftead of ad- | 
ing as a remedy, they neceflarily aggra- 
vate every fymptom. In common prac- — 
tice, I think it better to truft to the fre- | 

| quent 
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quent application of warm emollients ; 
fuch as the immerfion of the penis in warm 
milk, or in deco¢tions of althea or lint- 
feed ; applying warm poultices over the 
penis, and injecting warm oil or milk into 
the urethra. 

From the inftantaneous manner in which 
{welling of the teftes fometimes fucceed 
to a floppage of the difcharge in Gonor- 
thoea, and from their appearing, we are 
told, in fome inftances, even to precede 
this floppage of the running, fome have 
doubted whether they are to be confidered 
as the caule or effe@*. That the teftes 
may firft inflame, and the running after- 
ward ffop, cannot be doubted. But al- 
though this may happen in a few inftan- 
ces, the very reverfe is what we common- 
ly meet with, infomuch that patients who 
have once been affe@ed with fwellings of 
the teftes, are very apt to experience a re- 
turn of the difeafe in every Gonorrhcea to 
which they are in future liable, folely from 
the running being carried off in the ufual 

Aa2 way. 


* Vide John Hunter on the Venereal Difeafe. 
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way. Iam acquainted with fome, who, 
for this reafon dare not ufe even the mild- 
eft aftrmgent injection ; -otherwife they 
are fure to have fwelling of the teftis in- 
| duced ; while, in others, it fwells at the 
termination of the running,, whether injec- 
tions have been ufed or not. Inthe courfe | 
of my obfervation, therefore, no caufe of 
doubt upon this PEt has ever occur- 
red. d : 
Bya | proper application af the Binder 
- that have been mentioned, fwellings of 
the teftes are for the moft part foon re- 
lieved, and at laft are carried off entirely, 
excepting that permanent hardnefs to. 
which the epididymis, as we. have feen, 
is more efpecially liable. But although § 
this is the. common event of the difeafe, 
yet inftances are not wanting, moft fre- 
quently indeed from the patient’s mifcon- 
duct, of the whole body of the teftis re- 
maining fwelled, and refifting obftinately | 
all thofe remedies that ufually anfwer, — 
If in this fituation, fome application be — 
not employed by which the fize of the tu- 
mour | 


4 
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mour is foon diminifhed, and if it be al. 
lowed to remain ftationary for any length 
of time, it is very apt to continue enlar- 
ged, and fometimes of a fchirrous hard- 
nefs during the life of the patient. I may 
alfo remark, that it is this ftate of the 
difeafe which is moft apt to terminate in 
hydrocele, an effufion of ferum into the 
tunica vaginalis teftis; a fymptom with 
which in fome inftances it is accompa- 
nied. 

_In this fituation mercury is commonly 
employed; and, in fome inftances, when 
given flowly, as an alterative, I have feen 
it prove ufeful ; but it is doubtful whe- 
ther a full courfe of mercury fhould ever 
be advifed or not, for when it does not 
_ carry off the fwelling, which feldom hap- 
pens, it is apt to increafe it, and to induce 
pain and irritation in the tumour when 
none exifted init before. Whenever mer- 
cury, therefore, is advifed, it fhould be in 
fuch quantities as cannot tend to quicken 
the circulation or excite fever. A decoc- 
‘tion’ of mezereon has in fome inftances 
Aa 3 been 
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been given with advantage along. with 
mercury *, | | | 
It is in this flate of a rebttea welts, | 
where the tumour does not yield, but: re- 
mains nearly of the fame fize after the in- 
flammation by which it was induced is. 
gone, that emetics are moft likely to prove — 
weful. They have been ufed, I know, in 
all periods of the difeafe ; but it is chiefly 
in the fituation that we are now confider- 
ing that I have feen them ad with advan- 
tage. A {mart emetic, carried a proper 
length, will fometimes, im the fpace of an 
hour or two, leflen the bulk of a tumour 
which for feveral weeks had obflinately 
reiifted every other remedy. In fome 
cafes one emetic proves fuflicient, while, 
in others, the remedy mufl be repeated — 
once and again. Mercurials were for-. 
merly ufed for this purpofe. THis was. 
done from the difeafe being confidered 4§ 
a fymptom of Lues Venerea, and for which 
mercury was known to be-the only anti- 
dote. Bat we now know that tumears of 
* Vide Appendix, No. 45. 
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the teftes, which take place merely from 
Gonorrhéea, never partake of the Vener- 
-eal Virus; and accordingly eméetics, of 
whatever nature they may be, prove equal- 
ly ufeful here with mercurials, provided 
the fhock which they give to’the fyftem 

is equally confiderable. | 
Ele@tricity has by fome been recom- 
mended in fwellings of the teftes; but 
from any trials that as yet 1 have made 
with it, I cannot venture to advife it as a 
general remedy in this difeafe fo ftrongly 
as others have done: If farther experience 
however of its effects fhall place it in a 
more favourable point of view, I fhall not 
fail in fome other edition to acknowledge 
it. Electricity has certainly in fome in- 
ftances acted as a difcutient in the remo- 
val of tumours in other parts of the body, 
and from fome experiments I conceive that 
it proves chiefly ufeful by tending to pro- 
mote abforption; but in all of thete cafes 
it was frequently applied, and in a more 
powerful manner than can commonly be 
done to the teftes, which are fo tender and 
Aad irritable 
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irritable that few can bear it applied to 
them in any confiderble degree, or for. 
fuch-a length of time as acta enfure 
fuccefs. i a 

F have fometimes,'in siehis have of a Gal 3 
led tefticle, applied a blifter over the 
whole fcrotum with advantage. It would 
not be fafe to apply blifters while the 
fcrotum continues much inflamed; but. 
when the external inflammation and ten-— 
fion fubfide, they may be advifed with — 
fafety ; and injdifferent inftances, I have 
known them prove fuccefsful where other 
remedies had for fome time been oe 
ed without any effect. : 
_ A due perfeverance in the ufe of hele 
or all of thefe remedies will feldom fail, 
where the tumour of the teftis is altoge- 
ther inflammatory ; but where it proceeds 
in a great meafure from irritability, as we 


judge to be the cafe where it comes and 


difappears fuddenly, or where it comes 
and goes..from one tefticle to another, 
other remedies in this fituation, toy 
more. penechnal. a 


E.ven. | 
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Even in this variety of the difeafe blif. 
ters fometimes prove uféful ; and I Have 
known the irritation removed, andthe 
{welling carried off in the courfe of a 
fhort trme by opiates; but thefe afford 
only a temporary relief, and do not pre- 
vent the difeafe from returning on the 
flighteft application of any of the excit- 
img caufes which ufually tend to induce 
it. ER oe : 

The remedies which here prove moft 
effectual are cold bathing, and a plentiful 
ufe of bark. Sea-bathing, when the feafon 
permits, fhould in the firft place be ad- 
. vifed, but when this cannot be obtained, 
_ cold water may be ufed at home, with a 
proportion of common falt diffolved in it. 
It anfwers’a good purpofe whether the 
whole body be immerfed in it, or merely 
the fcrotum bathed in it; but, for the moft 
part, I have thought that it proves moft 
effectual when applied to the fcrotum 
only. As bark and cold bathing act up- 
on the fame principle, that is, by giving 
tone and vigour to parts which we fup- 

pofe 


> 
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pofé -to have’ been deprived of. them, 
they may either be. ufed together, or 
feparately, ,as the patient. may. incline. 
All who have been liable to frequent at- 
tacks of fwelling in the teftes, from what- 
ever caufe it may proceed, thould be ad- - 


/,wifed for a great length of time, not lef 
// than feveral years, to wear a a fhipentory 
“4. bandage. 


wank die teftes, we anaes are apt: to wlteene 
Qin of them. will begin to leflen in bulk, 


and, in a gradual manner, will. either, dif 


€ 


appear entirely, or leave only a thin mem-. 
branous fubftance in its place. For the 


moft part the other remains found; but I 


have known in{tances of both becoming | 
affeGed at the fame time, and others in 
which the one remained entire.as long as 
any part of that which was firft affe@ed 
was perceptible, but where it alfo began — 
to decay as foon as the other was nine | 

deftroyed. | | 
This difeafe occurs at alla BH of 
life, but moft frequently after the 40th 
year. In many Han ER) no canfe what- 
ever 


m) 
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ever can be afligned for it; but I have ob- 
ferved that it is moft frequent in people 
of delicate conftitutions, where the mui 
eles are foft and relaxed, and the com: 
plexion wan and fallow. I have alfo found 
that thofe in whom it occurs, have, in-al- 
moft every inflance, been in early life 
particularly addicted to Onaniiin. 

In a few cafes it has appeared as an evi- 
dent coniequence of a {welled tefticle. On 
the fullnefs produced by the difeafe bemg 
removed, the procefs of \abforption by - 
which this was accomplifhed does not 
flop, but goes on till the whole teftis as 
carried away. In fome imflances this _ 
takes place while the tefticle continues to 
the laft of its natural degree of firmneds, 
or even while the hardnelfs fill prevaris 
which occurred during the ftate of inflam- 
mation by which the {welling was at firft 
induced: but, in others, before this watt- 
ing procefs commences, the tefticle be- 
comes foft and pulpy, or even diflolves 
into a fluid. It is feldom attended with 
pain, the patient being, in many infiances, 
ignorant 
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ignorant of his lofs, till one, or perhaps — 
both teftes, are nearly confumed. : 

- Hitherto’ no certain remedy has been 
difcovered for putting a ftop to this com- 
plaint. Mercury, hemlock, and ele@tricity 
- have been tried, but with no advantage. | 
The cold bath has for a time feemed to 
prove ufeful, but the difeafe returned - 
again, and both teftes were diffolved. aiin. 

_ one cafe, where one of the teftes was con- 
fumed before the patient perceived it, and 
where the other was evidently affected, I 


applied a blifter over it. This wafting a 
procefs ftopped, and never recurred again. - - 


The patient is about 36 years of age. His — 
inclination and powers of propagation, he 
fays, are ftill as ftrong as they were before, 
and he has lately had a child. 
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SECTION Vit. 


Ls OF Swellings of the Spermatic Cord. 


HE Spermatic Cord is liable to fwell- 

ings of different kinds, but it is fuch 

only-as proceed from Gonorrhoea that we 
are here to notice. 

It fometimes happens that inflammation 
of the tefticle fpreads to the cord, and 
excites pain and tumefadction along the 
whole courfe of it. At other times the 
cord inflames without any previous aftec- 
tion of the teftis. It becomes tenfe, hard, 
and painful. The fwelling, for the moft 
part, is at firft confined to the vas defe- 
rens, but at laft the other parts of the © 
cord fuffer alfo. 

I have met with fome in which one or 
two tumified parts were perceived in the 
courfe of the cord, while the reft of it re- 

mained 
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mained found ; but, in seneral, the cord 
is equally affected, from the teftis alee 


its whole courfe up the groin... 

As the difeafe is always, on its firft ap- 
proach, accompanied with pain and ten- 
fion, and with fome inability to: walk, the 


patient’ is induced to treat it with atten- 
tion ; but, where the fwelling i is not foon 
G: einen off, the pain will fometimes abate, 


or even vanith altogether 5 and in this 


ftate, where the tumour is not confider- 


able, the patient is led to fuppofe that no 


harm can arife from it: by this neglect 


the {welling often becomes fo firm and 


hard that no remedies that we employ 
have any effe@. in fome cafes 1 have 
met with a hard ring, affe@ting the cord — 
only at a particular fpot, where the dif 
eafed part’ was nearly as firm as bone, 
while the. reft of it was in a foft natural | 


ftate. 


part of the cord | have feldom known it 
increafe to any alarming degree, but ‘whe- 


ther it be circumfcribed, or extended over 
aoe | the 


While the tumour is anenice to Here 
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the whole length of the cord, no time 
fhould be loft in the application of reme- 
dies for its removal. Independent of other 
reafons, if the vas deferens is particularly 
ameaed; fo as to be comprefled in its 
courfe, the teftis will become as certainly 
ufelefs as if it were extirpated : this, in 
‘fome inftances where even one fide only 
was affected, has appeared to render the 
patient impotent, and it will never fail to 
do fo where both fides are difeafed. 

The remedies that prove moft effectual 
here are blood-letting, blifters, and fuch 
others as are ufually employed with ad- 
vantage in fwellings of the teftis. Thefe 
I need not particularly enumerate, as they 
were fully confidered in the laft feGtion ; 
but it may be proper to remark, that ead 
letting proves chiefly ufeful on the firft 
approach of the difeafe, and in this ftate, 
when properly applied, that it feldom fails 
to remove it. It may, in fome cafes, be. 
neceflary to take blood from the arm, but 
the local aes of it by leeches ap- 

plied, 
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plied to thes part: affected, 45 iat all times 


te be-more depended on. ... 
Where the difcharge of blood, hote 


does not foon leflen: the fize and hardnefs | 
_ of the tumour, we need not expect ica : 


afterwards it will prove of any avail. 
this cafe I have repeatedly known sy 


prove ufeful when applied along the courfe 


of the cord; but neither are they to he 
trufted if fome effeé does not alias re- 
fult from them... 

In partial renege tumours bf the 
fpermatic cord, a {mall blifter applied to 
the difeafed part, and preferving it open 


as.an iffue with ointment of. cantharides, 


has tended to reduce it, and. in two in- 


ftances of this, electricity appeared to — 


prove ufeful. 
Mercury is commonly employed wate 
and where the difeafe does not foon yield 


- to blood- letting, blifters, and eletricity, 


it is perhaps the only remedy from which 
we have reafon to expect advantage : but 
1 have commonly found, where the fwell- 
ing has been entirely removed by mercu- 


ry, 


a ae 
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ry, that there has been much canfe to 
imagine that the patient at the fame time 
laboured under Lues Venerea. In fome 
cafes the difeafe has fubfifted in an evi- 
‘dent form of pox in other parts of the- 
body, while, in others, there was only 
grounds for fufpicion ; but, in all, the 
| mercury feemed to operate with more 
certainty when conjoined with a decoc- 
tion of mezereon and farfaparilla. 

Mercury appears here to anfwer with 
moft certainty in the form of fritions, 
and mercurial plafters, act with more ad- 
vantage in fwellings of this defcription 
than in any other in which I have ever 
known them ufed. 


Vou. I. Bb SEC- 
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SECTION VIII. 


Of 5 well ngs “a the Eko histic Ve fils of ite 


Penis. 


\ rE know from the hiftory of ‘the 


Lymphatics, that they ferve to in- 


hale, and to carry into the general courfe 
of the circulation, not merely from the 
furface of the body, but from every other 
part of it, fluids applied to their open ex- 
tremities. In this manner they remove 
from iome parts what might prove hurt- 


fal if allowed to remain, and. they carry — 


into the conftitution from others what i is 


obviouily meant for the nourifhment and 


fupport of it. But while this is their chief 
purpofe, we alio know that they carry in- 
to the fyftem what often tends to deftroy 
it. They icem to have no power of re- 
jecung what ttt hurtiul ; hence they 
: Bets: imbibe 
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imbibe poifons, and the moft inoffenfive 
articles, with equal: readinefs. All our 
contagious difeafes are probably produced 
through the medium of the lymphatics, 
and we can prove by experiment that this 
is the cafe with many of them; particu- 
Jarly with the plague, the {mall-pox, and: 
Lues Venerea. So readily is the matter of 
thefe difeafes abforbed by the lymphatics, 
that it can never with fafety be applied to 
any part of the body ; for fo quickly does 
abforption in fome inftances take place, 
that we have frequent proofs of infe@ion 
being carried into: the conftitution, even 
after much pains has been taken to wath 
away the matter by which it was produ- 
ced, in the {pace of a minute or two after 
being applied to the furface of the body.. 
For the moft part we find that the lym- 
phatics themfelves do not immediately 
fuffer by the abforption even of the mot 
noxious matter. ‘They will convey the 
poifon of a viper and other ferpents into 
the circulation, by which the animal will 


be killed in the fpace of an houx, while no 
Bba2 veltige 
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veftige of its effects will appear in’ the 
lymphatic veffels themfelves. In like man- 


ner, the matter of Lues Venerea pafles of- 


ten into the conftitution from the penis, 


without any fwelling or other mark of — 
difeafe being perceived in the cies : 


through which it was conveyed. _ 
This, we muft allow, however, is not 
univerfally the cafe. Inftances fometimes 


happen of the matter of Lues Venerea 


pafling through lymphatics that are hard 
and fwelled, but we know from daily ob- | 
fervation that it is not a common occur- 


rence. We find, indeed, that the lympha- 


tic veffels in every part of the body aretapt 
to fwell and inflame on caufes capable of 
exciting irritation being applied to them... 
Thus we often obferve the lymphatics of - 


- the. arm, fwell, become hard, and painful, » 
froma prick in one of the fingers withapin | 


or a thorn, or even froma nail being cut too. 


far into the flefh ; and in Gonorrheea itis _ 


by no means uncommon to find a hard 
lymphatic pafling along the back of the 
poms to the groin; arifing, in fome in- 
Het pag _ftances, 


f 


; 
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ftances, from the prepuce, and in others 
from the urethra. But although this, as 
I have obferved, occurs alfo in fome cafes 
of Chancre, it. certainly is not frequent. 
I think, too, that I have obferved, where 
the lymphatics proceeding from Chancres 
have inflamed, particularly where the in- 
flammation has been confiderable, that the 
conftitution has not been {fo apt to fuffer 
as where this did not happen. From all 
which, I would conclude, that inflamma- 
tion of the lymphatics, inftead of indica- 
ting an increafed power of abforbing what 
is applied to them, as many have imagined, 
tends ina great meafure to leflen, and, per- 
haps, to deftroy it. Tull the fac however | 
is farther afcertained, which experience 
and obfervation alone can do, it would be 
improper to place any dependence upon 
this in the treatment of Chancres. In all 
cafes of Chancre, whether the lymphatics 
inflame or not, it would be imprudent to 
omit whatever might tend to render the. 
conftitution fafe ; but, finding that inflam- 
mation feems not only to leflen the puwer 

B b 3 . of 


By4 Of Swellings ofipe: ‘Ch. TH, 


of abforption in the lymphatics; but? that. 
they inflame from caufes in which*we © 


know that ‘no infection . exrfts, as’ often 
happens from a prick ora cut with a clean 
inftrument, we would from this alone be 


led to fuppofe that this affection of tthefe 
vellels which occurs im Gonorrhoea, pro- 


ceeds more from irritation than-from any 
other caufe, This idea, however, is far- 
ther confirmed by the proofs that T have 
already adduced of Gonorrhcea | being a 
local difeafe, as well as by our daily’ ob- 
fervation of the rife and progrefs of thefe 


fwellings. ‘They commence with all the ) 


ufual fymptoms of inflammation. A hard 
firing, or cord, 1s perceived along the 
back of the penis. It is painful to the 


touch, and the tezuments above fometimes 


acquire an eryfipelatous rednefs. “The 
whole penis becomes ftiff and unealy, and 
this renders erections painful. 

In a great proportion of cafes the in- 
flammation fubfides quickly ‘and eafily ; 


the ftifefs and pain gradually abate; and 


the hardnels of the lymphatic difappears 
entirely : 


Ae tg” as Se ee 
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entirely : but where the inflammation has 
either been fevere from the firft, or not 
properly treated, it proceeds in fome cafes 
to fuppuration, forming one or more {mall 
abfcefles in its courfe. The fores, how- 
ever, which enfue from thefe, heal rea- 
dily when the conftitution ‘is otherwife 
healthy, formimg a very manifeft diffe- 
rence between Gonorrhcea and LuesVe- 
mnerea. Similar affections in the latter, 
require, for the moft part, a courfe of 
mercury toremove them. I fay only for 
the moft part, from having met with more 
‘than one inftance of fimilar fores in Lues 
Venerea, arifing from this caufe, healing 
without the ufe of mercury ; by which I 
am induced to think, that even in this 
difeafe, the lymphatics may fwell and in- 
flame merely trom the acrimony of the 
matter, and that this inflammation may 
have fome tendency, as I have obferved 
above, to prevent the matter of infection 

from pafling into the fyftem. . 
Where thefe tumours in Gonorrheea are — 
confined to the lymphatic yeflels, I have 
Bb4 commonly 
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commonly found that cold. poultices,. pre- 
pared with crumb of bread, and acetum 


lythargyrites, or faccharum faturni, prove 
more effectual than any other application. 


They remoye the fwelling and hardnefs, 
and leflen the pain with more certainty 


than warm emollient poultices. But where 


the inflammation f{preads over the penis, 
as 1g fometimes does, it becomes neceflary 
not only to difcharge blood from the arm, 
but to apply leeches to the pained parts. 


This, with a low diet, and confinin the 
5 4 
patient to a horizontal pofture, very com- 


monly proves fuccefsful. But it fometimes 


happens, either from the. neighbouring © 


parts becoming feverely inflamed, or from 


the difeafed. lymphatic burfting, that ef. 


fufions occur in the contiguous: cellular 
fubftance, and fmall ab{cefles forming, 
they at laft difcharge their contents, and 
produce fuch fores as I have. already ar 
occafion to mention. 


The treatment of thefe. thould be as 


fame as that of fores proceeding from any 
other caufe in which the conftitution is 
> HOt 


a ali Park ae a i aie ee 
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not difeafed.. When their edges are hard 
and. inflamed, emollient poulticés prove 
ufeful. For the removal of floughs and 
foulnefs, red precipitate, ointment of ver- 
digris, or even cauftic, may be neceflary 5 
and for inducing a cicatrix nothing an- 
fwers better than unguentum e calce zinci, 
or ceratum e lapide calaminare*, 

In different inftances of hardened lym- 
phatics in Gonorrhea, I have found be- 
fides the firm cord on the back of the penis, 
a thin, flat, hard tumour, proceeding from 
this cord, {pread round the whole fubftance 
of the penis, for the breadth of a quarter _ 
of aninch. In fome this flat kind of tumour 
‘was contiguous to, and immediately be- 
hind the glans. In one cafe it was near 
to the pubes. This laft paffed round the 
urethra, which it grafped fo firmly as to 
give caufe to fufpe@ that at laft it might 
totally obftruct the urine. A courfe of 
mercury was tried in all of them, but with 
no advantage. A {mall piece of mercu- 
rial plafter was then applied over the 

fwelling, 

* Vide Appendix, Ne.'xlvii, xlvii. 
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fwelling, and this, witha gentle purgative 
of fea-water every fecond or third morn- 
ang, was all that was advifed.. The fwell- | 
ing.m each of them became lefs; butneéver 

difappeared entirely. It has not, however, - 
many of them Sisto aoe farther difturb- 
ance. | 7 | 


SEQTION 1%. | 


TORS S welling of the Glands in the’ ‘Groin. = 


'HE {welling art alana ee of he | 
lymphatics, defcribed i in the laft fec- 

tion, frequently proceeds no farther than 
the root of the penis. At other times it 
goes the length of the groin, and affects 
one or more of the contiguous glands ; 
which become hard, fwelled, and inflam- 
ed, putting on many of the appearances 
of a venereal bubo, oie 


| 
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At other times thefecglands fwell and 
inflame, where:no difeafe of the contigu- 
ous’ lymphatics is perceived. But al- 
though in fuch cafes no apparent inflam- 
gation in‘thefe veflels takes place, there 
is; however, ‘much ‘caufe to imagine, that 
ina certain degree it always exifts. There 
is not, at'leaft; any other obvious route 
by which-the inflammation can be con- 
veyed from ‘the urethra to the glands m 


_. ‘he groin. 


In fome cafes thefe fwellings become 
large, and notwithftanding our endeavours 
to prevent it, fuppuration at laft takes 
place: but, for the moft part, if not 
neglected at firft, they may be eafily re- 
moved by difcuffion. In moft inftances 
this may be done with faturnine poultices 
alone ; but where the pain and inflamma- 
tion are fevere, blood-letting, both gene- 
ral and local, becomes neceiflary. Laxa- 
tives always prove ufeful, and a cooling, 
low regimen can feldom be difpented 
with. : 

The 
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‘The moft ‘perplexing: part of | the fur- 


 geon’s practice here is, to»determine. the 


real nature of the tumour; to afcertain 
whether it proceeds merely from inflam- 
mation, or from the abforption of .vene- 


real matter. If from the laft, mercury - 
alone will prove: effectual 5 while no prac- 


titioner would advile it for the removal of 
a fwelling purely inflammatory. Neither 
would it, in’ this, cafe, anfwer any good 
purpofe. It would not leffen the fize of 


the {welling : nay, by the fever which it 


fometimes excites, it might even tend to 
increafe it, from which would refult  dif- 


appointment to the pra¢titioner, as well 


| as much diftrefs to the patient. 
The circumftances upon which a ridin 
ment is chiefly to be formed are thefe: 


If no chancre or excoriation has been per- i 
ceived, either upon the glans or prepuce, 


and if the inflammation - im Gonorrhea 


has been confiderable, there will be caufe . 


to imagine that the tumour is not vene- 
real. When treating of Chancre and Vene- 
real ee this wil fall to be confidered 

more 
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more fully, but at prefent I may obferve, 
that buboes do not commonly occur with- 
out being preceded by chancres. I know 
indeed, from various cafes. which have 
fallen under my care, that, contrary to 
the general opinion, real venereal buboes 
fometimes form without any previous 
chancre, or any external mark of difeafe; 
but as this does not happen once in a hun- 
dred inftances, we are fufficiently war- 
ranted in confidering the abfence of chan- 
cre as a reafon for fuppofing that fwellings 
of this defcription are not venereal. 

-In glandular tumours arifing from Go- 
norrhoea much pain and tenfion prevail, 
not merely in the difeafed glands, but over 
all the groin; anda general fympathetic 
uneafinefs fpreads over the thighs and un- 
der part of the abdomen. Eventhe teftes 
and abdominal vifcera fometimes fuffer ; 
whereas, in the venereal bubo, we com- 
monly find one gland only affected, and 
the contiguous parts feldom become un- 
eafy till the difeafe is far advanced ; not, 
indeed, till the tumour has acquired fuch 

at 
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a fize as to excite’pain folely by diftention. 
_ The fwelled gland, it is ‘true, is: painful 

from the firft, and the pain becomes gra~ 
dually more fevere’as the tumour increafes; 
but the pain is chiefly confined to one | 
part, and feldom fpreads farther till the 
tecuments are much ftretched by. the fub- — 
_fequent formation of matter. And, laftly, 
when glands {welled from this caufe burft, 
the fores which enfue have a very differ- 
ent appearance from thofe produced by: 
real venereal buboes. ‘Their edges, in- 
ftead of being hard and retorted, have’ 
more the appearance of fores arifing from 
common abfceflés, and they foon begin to’ 
_ heal, even when mercury is not employed, 

which the others, -we ote ie fel- 
dom do. 

This circumftance chad I have mention- 
ed, of the cure of thefe fores being to be 
effeed whether mercury is ufed or not, 
is the moft decifive characteriftic of their 
true nature, and when any doubts of this 
are entertained, either from the fwelling 
having taken place without a- previous 

“chameres 
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chancre, or from any other caufe, we ought 
to delay the exhibitionof mercury till their 
tendency to heal, or to degenerate into a 
worfe ftate, be afcertained. 

Ifa fore puts on a healing appearance, 
and gradually becomes lefs, there is much 
caufe to hope that a complete cure will be 
obtained whether mercury is ufed or not; 
while, on the contrary, this remedy thould 
be immediately advifed when the fores 
become foul, and their edges hard ; and 
particularly when, inftead of healing, they 
extend to.a greater fize. 

The progrefs of the {welling alfo affords 
a mark of difcrimination. The venereal 
bubo procecds more flowly to fuppuration 
than the inflammatory {welling of which 
we now {peak ; which moft frequently in- 
deed, is eafily difcufled, and feldom arrives; 
therefore at the fiate of abfcefs ; but when’ 
tumours of this defcription do end in fup-; 
puration, it commonly happens in the 
fpace of afew days. 1 have known mat- 
ter completely f.rmed in them in three 
ex four days from their firft appearance ; 

a 
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a Peewee ck perhaps never met t with in 
the real venereal bubo. 


SECTION X. 
| Of Excoriations of the Glans and Prepuces 4); 


Y the acrimony of the matter in Go~ 
norrhcea the Glans and Prepuce are — 
fometimes excoriated. A flight degree of 
inflammation takes place at firft, either — 
partially or over the whole parts ; and this — 
being fucceeded by a difcharge of matter, 
the fkin at laft becomes fretted, and on 


being examined with a glafs, the matter is . 


perceived to flow from an infinite num- 

ber of fmall points, on ee being ae 
plied to them. iv, 
But, for the moft part, this affe@ion of 
the prepuce and glans takes place without — 
any difcharge from the urethra. In the 
courfe of a few days after connection with 
an 
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an infected woman, and without any {ymp- 
tom of Gonorrhcea, a fenfation of héat is 
perceived over the whole or a confider- 
able part of the prepuce and glans, and it 
foon terminates in a difcharge -of matter 
very fimilar to what comes from the ure- 
‘thra‘in Gonorrhea. From this circum- 
ftanee, the diféafe has been termed Go- 
norrheea Spuria. The matter indeed is fo 
funilar to that of Gonorrhoea, that it is 
ufually fome time before the patient can 
be convinced of its not coming from the 
urethra. It not onty refembles the mat- 
ter of Gonorrhcea in colour and confif- 
tence, but likewife in quantity. In fome 
cafés, it is furprifinely great, owing to the 
great extent of inflamed furface in the nu- 
-terous plies and doublings of the fkin 
forming the preputium. 

When the excoriation is not extenfive, 
the prepuce continues to move upon the 
glans as it does in health; but when the 
matter is either of itfelf particularly acrid, 
or allowed by want of attention to remain 
till it becomes fo, the ikin forming the 

Vou. I. Gc prepuce 


386 Of Excoriations. ofthe Ch, Il. — 


prepuce. becomes fo much inflamed and 
fwelled, that it cannot but with much dif- 
ficulty be made to pafs backward and for- 


ward. Infome cafes this.becomesimpof- . 


fible. 1f this. happens when the prepuce 
covers the glans. and, cannot be drawn ~ 
back, a ailente: is thereby produced, which 
we term Phymofis ; and when the {welling 
takes place when the prepuce is. retracted : 
-and cannot be pulled forward over the 

__ glans, the difeafe is: termed Paraphymofis. 
Of both thefe I thall {peak more particu- 

larly in the following fediions. 

By many, this difcharge of matter. reat 
the prepuce and glans has been judged tq 
‘be venereal; that is, they have fuppofed 
it to be produced by the matter of Lues 
.Venerea. They have therefore conceived 
it to be always connected with an.affection 
of the conftitution, and have accordingly, — 

_in the method of cure, been sami direc- 
ted by this opinion. | | 
In this, however, they are certainly ; 
wrong. From much obfervation, 1 am 
convinced, that the ciphers s¢ in all fuch 
. cafes : 
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cafes is of a local nature, and that it 
is no more capable of affecting the con- 
ftitution than the matter of Gonorrhcea. 
I believe indeed that this is now very ge- 
nerally admitted ; and that it is thofe only 
who doubt of it, who, taking their’ infor- 
_Mation from books, have ‘not paid that 
attention to the event of thefe difeafes, 
which in forming a judgment of them 
ought always to be done. It will univer- 
fally I believe be found that the difcharge 
-may be more eafily removed by remedies 
applied directly to the parts affected, than 
by mercury or any other medicine given 
amternally. Indeed, no advantage fo far 
as I have ever perceived, is derived from 
the internal exhibition of medicines, while - 
the difeafe feldom refifts the application 
of an aftringent wath: neither have I ever 
known the conftitution affeG@ed with pox 
from excoriations produced by Gonor- 

_rhoea. | 
It is true that buboes and fymptoms of 
pox fometimes occur where the prepuce 
and. olans have been previoufly affected in 
Ce’ Sika this 
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this manner. Of this I have feén many — 
inftances: but in all thefe it has shappen- wg 
ed, that, on inquiry, the patients were | 
found to have had connection with dif- 
eafed women during the continuance of — 
the. excoriation; and whatever may be - 
the opinion of fome individuals upon this, 
few I believe will doubt of an ulcerated 
or excoriated furface being particularly — 
favourable for promoting the abforption ~ 
of whatever matter 1s applied to its info- 

much, that it is the univerfal remark of. 

patients, that they never efcape being | 
poxed, if in fuch cireumflances they have 
- connection with infected women. — 

It is worthy of remark, that a fall 
partial excoriation is always at firft of a 
fufpicious nature, while, from any obferva- . 
tion that I have been able to make, a 
“ more general affection, in which the ex- | 
coriation extends over the whole prepuce : 
and glans, terminates eafily and without 
producing any conftitutional tamt. The 
difeafe fometimes at firft, indeed, occt~ — 
pies a fmall fpot, and afterwards extends 

over i. 
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over the contiguous parts, where, by the 
-event, we judge of its being of an in- 
-nocent nature from no difeafe of the con- 
ftitution being obferved to enfue: But I 
have uniformly found, where a {mall part 
only has remained for fome time raw and 
excoriated, without extending to the fur- 
rounding parts, that fymptoms of pox fuc- 
ceed to it with as much certainty as they 
ever do to chancres. I therefore believe 
that all partial excoriations of this defcrip- 
tion which remain for a few days ina cir- 
cum({cribed ftate, are produced by the mat- 
ter of Lues Venerea, and that they ought 
accordingly to be treated as fymptoms of 


that difeafe. Befides the other differen- 


ces which I have elfewhere enumerated 
between the matter of Lues Venerea and 
~ Gonorrhcea Virulenta, it would - appear 
that in this they differ in the moft obvious 
manner. The matter of Lues Venerea, © 
however diffufible it may be when receiv- 
ed into the fyflem, from which indeed it 
js never expelled but with the affiftance of 
mercury, is always flow in its progrefs 

| Cc3 while 
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while only locally Applied either to the pe- 


mis or any other part. Neither can it be ap- 


plied, as I have already had occafion to re- 


mark, to the fmalleft point, without much 


rilk of pox being produced by it: whereas, 


the matter of Gonorrhcea, whether it be ap= 


“ 


plied to the urethra, to the glans, or pre-_ 


- puce, {preads quickly over all the conti- 


‘guous parts; while it is obvious to daily © 
obfervation, either that it is not abforbed, x 


or if it be taken into the ‘fyftem, that no 


conftitutional difeafe enfues from it. 


_Thefe excoriations of the glans and pre- | 


puce, not only refemble Gonorrhea, inbeing 
produced by the fame matter, and in being - 
entirely local, but in the method of cure, » 
We have already had occafion to fee that 
the difcharge i in Gonorrhoea can never be- 


fpeedily removed, but by the ufe of i injec- 


tions. In like manner, bathing the exco- | 


riated parts in aftringent folutions, proves : 


the moft eff€@ual pra@ice here. Lime- 
water anfwers particularly well for this 
purpofe ; alfo weak folutions of fugar of 


fead, and white vitriol: immerfing the. 
party: 
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parts i in brandy, o: or ina. ftrong infufion of 
red-rofe leaves, will fometimes remove the 
difcharge on the firft application. It is 
proper, however, to remark, that the more 
frequently thefe remedies are applied, the 
more effectual they prove. They fhould 
be ufed at leaft five or fix times daily, and 
for the fpace of a ss minutes at each ap- 
plication. | | 

- Emollient ointments are Freehedly em- 
ployed, but the very caufe of aftringents 
_ proving ufeful, renders them improper. 
They conftantly increafe the difcharge, 

while no advantage ever accrues from 
them. 

- Neither. do we find His purgatives, or 
any of the cooling medicines ufually pre- 
{cribed here are of any real utility. When 
much inflammation takes place, they may, 
in fome inftances, prove ufeful, but in all 
fuch cafes blood-letting is more to be truft- 
ed; particularly the application of leech- 
es to the difeafed parts, which, in every 
cafe of local inflammation, is to be confi- 
dered as the moft effectual remedy. 

Cc4 It 
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It has been objected to the application — 
of leeches in €xcoriations of the penis, 
that the wounds from the bites of thefe 
animals are apt to degenerate into, chan- 
cres. This proceeded upon the. idea of 
thefe excoriations being produced by. the 
matter of Lues Venerea; ‘but now, when ~ 
the contrary is known, it is obvious that 
the opinion mutt be ill founded ; and from 
_ various and repeated trials of the remedy 
in queftion, I can decidedly fay that.i it is 
fo. 

But admitting that.a cafe nent mp 
in which it might be doubtful whether 
the excoriation and {welling was truly ve- 
nereal or not, {till I would not hefitate in 
advifing the application of leeches : ; they 
would prove more effe@ual than any other 
remedy in carrying off the inflammation, » 
while their bites, if they fhould put on 
_the appearance of venereal fores, would 
immediately render the nature of the dif- 
eafe certain, which otherwife might for | 
fome time have remained in doubt. 


In 
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In all fores and inflammatory affections 
of thefe parts, the pofture of the body 
and pofition of the penis, are circumftan- 
ces not to be overlooked. The patient 
fhould be kept as much as poffible in a 
horizontal pofture ; and the penis fhould 
be elevated fo as to prevent the glans from 
hanging downwards. It often, happens, 
indeed, where this is omitted, that itwell- 
ings remain obftinate for many weeks to- 
gether, which otherwife might have been 
removed in a few days. 
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Of Excor iations in the’ Parts of Generation of ie 
Madde | | 


THE parts of Generatign in Women 

. are liable to excoriations of a fimi- 
lar nature with thofe enumerated in the 
laft feCtion. In fome cafes they are con- 
fined to the clitoris, nymph, and labia 
pudendi. In others they fpread to the pe- 
rineum, and even to the groins and thighs, 
where, from negligence and want of at- 
tention to cleanlinefs, I have known deep 
and very extenfive ulcers produced. | 
Where the excoriations are confined 
within the parts of generation, the fymp- 
toms are nearly the fame with thofe of — 
Gonorrheea in the ufual form of the dif 


eafe ; but where the inflammation and 


rawnefs {pread to the thighs, much diftrefs 
is 
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is experienced in walking, and in every 
motion of the body. 

The method of cure'is nearly the fame 
in women as'in'‘men. Bathing the parts 
frequently with one or other of the aftrin- 
gent folutions mentioned in the laft fec- 
tion, for the moft part, proves effectual ; 
for the excoriated parts feldom lie fo deep 
as to require the ufe of the fyringe ; but 
when the parts become evidently ulcera- 
ted, bathing alone is not fufficient. In 
this cafe the ulcers fall to be treated in 
the fame manner with fores produced by 
any other caufe. When foul and floughy, 
an ointment ftrongly impregnated with 
paercurius precipitatus ruber is perhaps the 
beft application we can ufe ; and for the . 
purpofe of healing them, nothing anfwers 
better than common cerate, with’a large 
proportion of lapis calaminaris, or un- 
guentum e calce gince, for which prefcrip- 
tions are given in the Appendix. 

When fores of this defcription do not 
foon yield to thefe applications, efpecial- 
ly. when they -fpread..and penetrate to a 

greater 
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rol . 


greater depth while the patient is ufing 
them, there will be fome caufe to fufpea@ 
that the conftitution is tainted with Lues 


Venerea; in which cafe a courfe of mer- _ 


cury fhould be advifed, being the only re- 
medy upon which, in fuch circumftances, 
we can place AEPEDER CE 


SECTION XII. 
Of Phymofis and Paraphymofis. ist 


WN fection tenth I judged it neceflary to 
vive a definition of thefe two difeafes. 
- Inflammation of. the _preputium always 
excites fome degree of thicknefs and con-_ 
traction. When this contraction occurs 
while the prepuce covers the glans, and — 
in fuch a degree as to prevent it from be- 
ing pulled back, the’ difeafe that takes : 
place is termed Phymofis. We fay, that 
Paraphymofis is produced when the pre- 
pace: | 


ee eee ee eee ee 
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puce contracts behind the glans, and can- 
Not again be drawn over it. 

One of the moft frequent caufes of 
phymofis is chancres on the preputium. 
The thickening of the fkin induced by 
chancres, and the inflammation which 
they are apt to excite, is often productive 


of phymofis; but it alfo occurs from other 
‘Gaufes. Whatever excites much inflam- 
‘mation of the penis will induce phymofis. 


Hence it readily occurs in all cafes of 
Gonorrhcea attended with any unufual 
degree of inflammation, particularly in 
that variety of the difeafe where the glans 
and prepuce are inflamed and excoriated. 
But although thefe excoriations often ter- 
minate in phymofis, they are ftill more 
frequently. productive of paraphymofis. 


The patient, in clearing away the matter, 


neceflarily draws back the preputium, and 
when the parts are previouily much in- 
flamed and thickened, they are apt to 
cortract fo faddenly when in this ftate of 
retraction, that they cannot again be 


drawn over the glans. 
In 
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In the treatment of phymofis, we prove — 
fometimes fuccefsful by a proper ufe of . 
-emollients. No effe@ will refult ~ from 
them when the ftri@ture has been of long — 
duration; but, unlefs the inflammation is 
fevere, they will often anfwer if duly per- 
fifted in from the firft. Immerfing the 
_penis, from time to time, in warm milk, 

or ina decoction of althea root, or of | 
_ lintfeed, is perhaps the moft effe@ual me-— 
: thod of applying emollients; and when 
much matter is produced between the 
prepuce and glans, either by chancres or 
inflammation, thefe liquids fhould be injec- 
ted from time to time with a fyringe. But - 
with a view to leflen the difcharge, after _ 
thus wafhing out any matter that may be ~ 
formed, a weak faturnine folution fhould — 
be injected three or four times a-day. . 
This, with a low diet, abftinence from 
exercife, and fufpending the penis, will, 
for the moft part, prove fuccefsful ; but. 
when the parts are much inflamed, it be- 


comes neceflary to take blood in quanti- ce 


ties Pig ence to the fymptoms, not. 
merely 


et i i ee ie ie 
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merely from the arm, but from the penis 


itfelf, by the application of leeches, which 
may always be done with .fafety where 


the difeafe is. local, as I have fhown to be 
the cafe where it proceeds either, from 


fimple ~excoriation or Gonorrhcea:. but 
when produced from chancres, it is better 


to omit them. 


While much ftriure remains, it is al- 
ways improper to force the preputium 


_ back. This, however, is often done, but 
it very commonly terminates in paraphy- 


mofis ; for when the parts are much con- 


‘traced it is almoft impoflible to get the 
prepuce again brought over the glans, if. 


it has once been forced completely be- 
hind it. It is better, therefore, to wait 
till the ftriure is entirely removed, be- 
fore any attempt for this purpofe is made. 


Befides the rifk of inducing paraphymotis, 
“the irritation which it gives tends always 


to make the ftricture more obftinate. 
When the inflammation is entirely gone, 
it may be proper, after immerfing the penis 
in any of the emollients that f have men- 

tioned, 
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tioned, and rubbing’ it’ gently over with r 


warm oil, to endeavour, from'‘time to titne, 
to ftretch it to its’ ufual extent; but even 
at this period of the difeafe the preptice 
fhould never bé puthed ‘back’ with fuch 
force as to excite much uneafinefs, ) 

In the treatment of phymofis i it is :pro- 


‘per to remark, that, in a great proportion 


* 


traction, for the moft part, during the life. 


of cafes, the ftricture is never entirely re- 
moved. In flight degrees of it; we comi- 


monly fucceed by the means that I have : 


mentioned, but. whenever it is‘ févere the 


parts remain under fome ‘degree of con-— 


of the patient. .We have it indeed in our 


power to remove even the moft inveterate — 


ftriture that occurs, by laying the pre- 
puce open, either by a partial incifion, or 
cutting it from one end to the other, ac- 


cording to the extent of the difeafe; but — 


this is too fevere a remedy for the remo- 
val of phymofis in the ordinary form of 
the difeafe: where the preputium is {0 
much contracted as to interrupt the paf- 


'fage of urine, or to impede coition, it no 
| doubt 


Pare 
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doubt becomes proper to leflen or remove 
the ftricture, but it is moft frequently for 
obtaining ready accefs to concealed chan- 
cres that we advife the prepuce to be free- 
ly laid open. 

Even chancres are often cured while 
the prepuce remains contracted ; but this 
is only the flighter kinds of them. When 
chancres are either deep or extenfive, al- 
though with much care and attention they 
may in fome inftances be cured, yet we 
are much more certain of effecting our 
purpofe, and of doing it fpeedily, by lay- 
ing the fores completely open. I am clear- 
ly of opinion, however, that a patient 
fhould rather fubmit to an ordinary or 
flight degree of phymofis, where there is 
no difeafe concealed by it, than incur the 
_ pain and diftrefS of an operation. Many 
have it from their birth, and are not fen- 
_ fibly hurt by it. | 
It happens, indeed, in fome inftances, 
_ even of this natural phymofis, if we may 
fo term it, that we are under the neceflity” 
of removing the ftricture by an incifion. 

sa v0L. 1. Eng 9 rs Stakes ~~ + This 


402 BOF Phymofis <9 he lTER | | 


This is particularly the cafe where the 


natural exfudation of thefe parts is in fuch | 


quantities as to excite irritation, Which it. 


always does when it adheres to the pre- 
-puce and glans. By much pains in wafh- 
ing with a fyringe, the parts may be kept 
“fo clean as to prevent them from faffering 
with this mucus; but in general we find 
it neceflary either to lay the contracted 
preputium open from one end to the other, 
or to remove a portion of it entirely, by 
the operation of circumeifion. ~*~ 


It may be proper to obferve, that ai 


though this operation of removing a por- 
tion of the prepuce is in itfelf exceeding- 
ly fimple and eafy, and never fails to an- 


fwer the purpofe where the parts are per~ 
fedly found, that it is very apt to difap- bs 


point us entirely, when they are much in~ 
“famed, and under the influence of irrita- 
tion. In this fituation, although the parts 
:, which the ftri@ure is feated be com~ 


pletely removed, the remainder of the | 
-preputium contracts almoft immediately | 


a, 


after the operation, fo as to create nearly: — 


- the 
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the fame degree of i inconveniency which 
it did before. By the introduG@ion of do- 
fils of lint, fponge tent, and other fuch ar- 
ticles, we may for a time prevent the con- 
traction from becoming confiderable, but 
the irritation which thefe applications ex- 
cité oblige us at lafi to lay them afide, 
when the ftricture often takes place ina 
degree equal to what it was before the 
operation. 

I have taken the more particular notice 
of this, from different cafes having fallen 
under my care, in which, by endeavour- 
ing to remove a contraction of the pre- 
puce by the operation of circumcifion, we 
were completely difappointed. In three 
of thefe the operation was done by others. 
In one I performed it myfelf. But al 
though every thing was done in all of 
them that might probably render them 
fuccefsful, yet they all failed, and after a 
confiderable time {pent in trying to dilate 
the newly-formed ftricture, | was, in two 
of thefe inftances, obliged to perform the 
operation for the phymofis in the ufual 

Dda way, 
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way, by making a longitudinal cut through 
all the remaining part of the preputium. 
In one the ftricture was not fo confider- 
able as to render it neceflary, and inthe | 
other the. patient would not fubmit tot. 

Were we to remove the: prepuce entire-— 
by, by diflecting it completely away from 
that part of the penis where it begins to 
be formed by an elongation or production — 
of the fkin, the operation might probably ‘ 
anfwer our expectation, but it would leave 
the glans altogether uncovered, which, in 
thofe who have been accuftomed to have 
at: protected with the prepuce, is apt to ex- 
cite very difagreeable fenfations., Neither 
can | determine with certainty whether it 
would, in every cafe, anfwer the purpofe 
of giving complete relief or not. Where 
the parts are previoufly in a flate of irri- J 
tation, the remaining fkin might contrat | 
behind the glans, fo as to produce fome 
degree of ftricture: at leaft, in one of the 
four cafes to which I allude, a very con- 
fiderable portion of the prepuce. was re- — 
moved, and yet the remainder contracted. : 

| ANE 
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in fuch a manner as to forma ftricture 
which gave much diftrefs. 

_ Different methods have been Saeataid 
for performing the operation of a phymo- 
fis. For thefe the writers on chirurgical 
- operations mutt be confulted, but the ea- 
fieft, and perhaps the fimpleft of any, is 
that which I have defcribed in the Syftem 
of Surgery *, in which the incifion is made 
by pafling a fharp pointed biftoury along 
a directory between the prepuce and glans, 
and having pufhed the point.of the bil- 
toury through the prepuce near to where 
it begins to form, the cut is completed by 
drawing the inftrument forward ; inwhich 
manner it is done, not only more neatly, 
but with more. expedition, and with much 
more eafe to the patient than in the ufual 
way of cutting the prepuce from before 
backwards. In this manner the incifion 
is made at different ftrokes, by which the 


. . “one ey apt-.to,.be ragged and unequal, 


whereas in the other it is done at once, 
Dd 3 and 
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and in any direction chat the” ae e 
may incline. 

Some advife the incifion to run on the 
fide of the penis, and. others along the 
back of it. The difference i in general i ig 
not material, but the former appears to 
me to be preferable, from the matter éi- 
ther of the cut itfelf, or of concealed chan- 
cres not being fo apt to lodge between the * 
prepuce and glans, as when the incifion is 
made on the back of the penis. It is pro- 
per, however, to obferve, that there are 
two circumftances, which in this opera- 
tion require attention: the large veins of 
the penis fhould-be avoided, and when 
chancres prevail, the cut fhould run as 
near to them as with propriety it can be | 
made, fo as to admit of the eafy applica~ | 
- tion of proper dreflings, : 
‘In the conduct of the cure after ‘the 
operation, we fhould endeavour to prevent 


the edges of the divided prepuce from ad- | 


hering to the glans. I have known much > 
inconvenience produced by this being 
overlooked, and it is eafily prevented by 
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a fmall pledgit of lint being inferted be-~ 
tween the prepuce and glans at t's dref- 
fing. 

Paraphymofis may happen either from, 

a ftricture of the prepuce, from a {welled © 
{tate of the glans penis, ¢ or from a combi- 
nation of both. 

When it appears to depend, either alo: 
gether or chiefly, on a contracted {tate 
of the preputium, the fame applications 
fhould bé made to it which have been ad- 
vifed above for phymofis. By the ufe of 
warm emollients, the ftricture, when in a 
flicht degree, may be fo far removed as 
to admit of the prepuce being drawn over 
it. After immerfing the penis for a few 
minutes in warm milk, and rubbing the 
contracted parts with any emollient oint- 
ment, we may fometimes fucceed by ap- 
plying the fore and middle finger of each 
hand behind the contracted part of the 
prepuce, and pulling it gently forward, 
while, with the thumb of each hand pla- 
ced upon the glans, we puth it firmly 


backward. This I have done in different 
: Dd4 inftances, 
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inftances, tiie ee te aul foon 
‘have ended in fixi@ures of the moft con- 
firmed kind. It muft, however, be con- 


feffed, that it is only in the commence- 
ment of the difeafe that this, or any other 


manceuvre of a fimilar kind, will fucceed; 
and there i is no room for any fuch attempt 
when the difeafe proceeds from a tume-_ 


fied ftate of the glans, 


5 


When the difeafe feems. either to abit 
from an enlarged ftate of the glans, or 
partly from this and partly from ftricture 
of the prepuce, as fometimes happens, we 


may endeavour to relax the preputium by 


rubbing it with oil, or an. emollient oint-. 


ment 5 bers in fuch circumftances it is evi- 


dent that the application of emollients to 


the glans would rather do harm. By re- 


-laxing. the parts affected they would in- ° 


creafe the fwelling. Cold aftringent ap- 
“plications prove’ more ufeful, and ought 


_ alone to be advifed. In this view, cloths’ 


dipped in brandy, vinegar, and cold wa- 


ter, fthould be applied to the parts; alfo 
poultices, with crumb of bread, and a fo- 
lution. 


re SO ae ae 
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lution of faccharum faturni in vinegar 
and water. . But when: thefe do not foon 
fucceed in reducing the fwelling, we are 
reduced to the neceflity of removing the 
ftricture by an operation; in order to pre-- 
.vent the acceflion of more ferious fymp- 
toms. When too long neglected the glans 
is apt to: mortify, by the contraction of 
the prepuce putting a ftop to the circula- 
tion of the blood. 
This operation confifts in making one 
or more incifions into the contracted edge 
of the preputium. We fometimes Pen 
_by making two or three {mall cuts in dif 
ferent parts of the ftri@ure with the fhoul- 
der of a lancet. They. fhould be carried 
entirely through the fkin into the cellular 
fubftance, for when they bleed freely, 
they commonly give much relief; but it 
~muft be admitted that thefe fmail. inci- 
" fions, however numerous they may be, do 
not proye fo certainly effectual as a fin- 
gle free cut carried completely through 
the ftriGture. The eafieft method of do- 


ing this is, by infinuating the end of a di- 
rector 
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. . rector beneath the ftri@ure, and cutting 


‘upon it with a fcalpel. For this purpofe 


a fhort direGtor fhould be ufed, with the . 


groove open at the extremity. 
The incifion does not require any par- | 


ticular attention, but the divided veffels 


fhould be allowed to bleed freely. This 
generally leffens the pain, while it cO-Ope- _ 
rates along with the removal of the ftric-. 
ture to carry off the fwelling. | ’ Lint, 
fpread with unguentum: faturnium, makes } 
the beft drefling for the fore. rat 
It muft be remembered that we are now 
fuppofing that no difeafe exifts m the con- 
ftituation. When either of thefe difeafes 
are conjoined with Lues Venerea, as we 
often find to be the cafe, the patient can- — 


not be rendered fafe, nor will the fores _ 


produced by the operation heal without — 
the affiftance of a courfe of mercury. 
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SECTION XIIE. 


Of Warts on the Glans and Prepuce, and La- 
bia Pudendi. 


HE Glans, Prepuce, and Labia Pu- 
dendi, are frequently attacked with 
warty excrefcences on the termination of 
Gonorrhea. They fometimes appear du- 
ring the continuance of the difcharge, but 
more commonly at the end of it, when » 
the patient having confidered the cure as 
complete, is furprized with the aq lbmipas 
of this new fymptom. 

At firft they appear in the form of fall 
points, which gradually become larger, 
and frequently fo numerous as to cover a 
confiderable part of the penis. In men 
they commonly begin immediately behind 
the glans, and extend, in the form of a 
ring, round the whole penis, near to the 

junction 
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junction ns the glans Lan prepuce. | sabhey 
afterwards appear indifcriminately on all 


the neighbouring parts, but in. greateft: x 


number upon the prepuce. — 
In fome cafes they are at firft perceived 


in the urethra. The patient complains of — 


an obftruGion to the flow of urine, and 


on feparating the lips of the urethra, a 


red, florid excrefcence is obferved to be 


| the ‘caufe of it.. I have alfo met with this: 


kind of produdtion in the urethra of wo- 


men... ') 


Thefe warts are feldom tee never, 


unlefs they proceed to a ftate of ulcera- 
tion, which, when they do, is always to 
be confidered as the fault of the patient. 
On their firft appearance they are always 
firm and entire, but when they become 
- numerous, if they be not regularly cleaned, 
the moifture natural to thefe parts be- 


comes acrid, and renders them tender; ~ 


and this if it be not prevented by timeous 


affiftance, foon terminates in painful ul-. 


cers. | ies 
Thefe By opetcendes' affume various 
forms. For the moft aa they are fingle, 

: ite and 
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and pendulous, with narrow necks, but in 
fome inftances they have broad bafes ; 
while, in others, a number of thefe fmall- 
er warts fprout all from the fame root, 
and form excrefcences of unequal cauli- 
flower kind of furfaces. When long neglec- 
ted,as often happens with poor people, they 
fometimes acquire fuch a bulk as to cover 
the glans entirely ; and when inthis ftate 
they become ulcerated, the whole mafs 
affumes fuch a difeafed appearance, as with 
thofe not accuftomed to this branch of bu- 
finefs, gives a fufpicion of their being can- 
cerous. Of this [have met with different 
inftances ; where the penis, after being 
doomed to amputation, has been faved and 
the warty excrefcences removed. 

It is difficult, or perhaps impoffible, to 
afcertain the caufe of thefe warts. In 
fome cafes they are obvioufly produced 
from the cuticle, their attachment being 
fg flight, that on being removed, the cutis 
vera is left entire: in ‘others they. pro- 
ceed from the fkinitfelf, but I never ob- 
feryed them to go deeper than this. 


V hatever 


_— 
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_» Whatever tends to excite the low of an 
unufual quantity of blood to. the: penis, 
feems to create a difpofition in thefe parts 
to the formation of warts: hence they’ 
fucceed to various kinds of irritation. We — 
know that they are a frequent confequence 
of the venereal irritation, for they often 
fucceed:to chancres; and’ I. have known 
them in different inftances proceed from 
fimple excoriation, where neither Gonor- 
rhoea nor Lues Venerea ever exifted. By 
whatever caufe irritation is produced in 
the prepuce and glans, it feems to excite 
a difpofition in the fmall blood veflels of 
the parts to fprout or pullulate, by which | 
thefe warty productions appear to be form- 
ss | : : 
As warts are a frequent confequence of 
chancres, they have been always confi- 
dered as of a venereal nature, whether 
they are the immediate effects of chancre, 
Gonorrhcea, or any other caufe. This opi-- 
nion, however, is by no means well founds - 


ed. Warts on thefe parts may no doubt | 


appear, while Lues Venerea exifts in the 
— conftitution ; 
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conftitution; and in fuch inftances mer- 
cury muft be given before a permanent 
cure can be obtained: But ina great pro- 
portion of cafes, at leaft in ninety-nine of 
a hundred,.they appear to be. entirely lo- 
cal; infomuch that remedies acting only 
upon the conftitution have no influence 
in removing them, while they, for the 
moft part, are eafily carried off by a va- 
riety of applications, which act {folely 
upon the excrefcences themielves, or ra- 
ther upon the vefiels by which they are 
produced. Nay, thefe warts are fo evi- 
‘dently of a local nature, that when they 
eccur in Lues Venerea, although they 
are apt to return when removed while 
the infeGion exifts in the fyftem, yet it 
is equally certain that this difeafe of the 
habit may be completely eradicated with- 
out any effect being produced upon them, 
The warts which fucceed to chancres 
commonly remain equally firm and obfti- 
nate after mercury has been civen as they 
were before, and are te be removed by 
the fame means as if the conftitution had 

| never 
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never been difeafed. This, I may obferve, 
is a point which in a {particular manner _ 
merits attention; I mean of all practi-.— 


tioners not daily verfant in this branch of 


bufinefs ; for: while the opinion is retain- 
ed, as ftill‘is the cafe with fome, of warts 
on thefe parts being in moft inftances ~ 
connected with Lues Venerea, much mif- am 
chief is apt to be done. by a great deal of © 
mercury being given where no advantage — 
can ever enfue from it. Inthe treatment — 
of warts, | have known the conftitution | 
almoft ruined by one courfe of mercury ae 


after another, without any effe@ upon the 
excrefcences, and which were afterwards 
eafily and fpeedily removed by remedies 


applied directly to the parts thenifelves. 
I have mentioned irritation as a caufe 
of thefe excrefcences, but it is only the — 


: flighter kinds of it that feem to produce 
them. They often fucceed to a flight de- 


gree of inflammation, but I have never 
known them form on _ parts highly in-- 


flamed: on the contrary, much inflam- 


mation feems to deftroy the tendency in 


noe 3 thefe 
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thefe parts to the production of warts, in- 
fomuch, that our moft effeGual remedies 
in the cure of warts and for preventing 4 
return of them, are fuch as always excite 
a good deal of pain ‘and inflammation. 
They may no doubt be removed more 
quickly with a fealpel or fciflars, or by 
tyimg ligatures of waxed filk round them 
when they are pendulous, and have nar- 
row necks; but they are more apt to 
return when removed in this manner, 
than when deftroyed with cauftic, unlefs 
fome degree of inflammation has at the 
fame time been induced upon the parts. 
Befides, ligatures cannot be applied to 
warts with a broad bafe, which they fre- 
quently have; and few patients will fub- 
mit to the ufe of the {calpel for the extir- 
pation of numerous warts, which in fuch 
inftances very commonly prevail. 
Inflammation, for the purpofe of femov- 
ing warts, might be excited in various 
ways; but we neceflarily prefer that which 
is eafieft to the patient, and which at the 
fame time proves moft effeual. We fome- 
Vou. I. Ke . times, 
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times fucceed by bathing the warts -and 
contiguous parts. three or four times a- 
day with a ftrong follution of, crude. fal 
ammoniac, or of corrofive fublimate.. And 
a follution of mercury in {pirit of nitre at 
the fame time that it acts upon the warts 
themfelves asa cauttic, feems alfo, by ex- 
citing inflammation in the veflels. of the 
contiguous parts, to remove or deftroy the 
difpofition by which they were at firft pro- 
duced. Prefcriptions are given. for thefe 
folutions in the Appendix, Nos. 39, 40, and 
41. The two former may be ufed with 
freedom, but the ftrength of the latter 
makes it neceflt ary to apply it with more 
- delicacy and attention. Ihe parts fhould 
be merely moiftened with a pencil dipped 
in it, nor fhould this be repeated _ above, 
once in two or three days. . “3 
Tind@ure of cantharides, applied i in he 
"manner, fometimes anfwers ; but we find 
~ by experience, that our faccefs is more 
certain from the application of fach pow- 


ders as irritate and inflame the fkin,, than 4 


fro om the ule of the fame remedies i in a li- 


quid 4 


7 oo 
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as ? e : . P 7 
quid form. Savine in fine powder'is one 


_of the beft for common uf. Common 


muftard, whether of the white or black 
kind, likewife anfwers ; and I have known 
the powder of betony, and of white helle- 
bore, both feparately, and mixed jin equal 
quantities, prove fuccefsful. 7 

If the warts and {kin lyine between 
them be fprinkled over with any of thefe 


| daily, a fufficient degree of inflammation 


is, for the moft part, foon induced, and we 
know that it has gone far enough. when 
fome of the fmalleft begin to-fhrivel and 
drop off. At this time we fhould there- 


fore defift from any farther ufe of the pow- 


der, always taking care to renew it from 
time to time, if the inflammation fubfides 


beforethe excref{cences are entirély remov- 


ed. Tn a few inftances, the warts {prout 
up again after they may have appeared to 
beentirely gone. When this takes place, the 
powder fhould again be applied over the 
whole feat of the difeafe, and continued till 
fuch a degree of inflammation is induced as 
the patient can eafily bear; nor will they 

| Er e€i2 be 
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be apt to return again, if the parts at this 
fecond application of ‘the remedy have 
been made to inflame fufficiently.. 

Thefe powders, even in a fimple unmix- 
ed ftate, very feldom fail, but in fome 
the warts are fo firm, and the fkin of the 
prepuce fo thick and corrugated, that 
powders of a more powerfully irritating 
nature are required. In fuch cafes a 
fmall proportion of red precipitate, fine- : 
ly levigated, being added to the pulvis 
fabine, commonly - anfwers. Calomel 
-fometimes proves effectual, whether ufed 
by itfelf, or mixed with any of thefe pow- 
ders; and a powder compofed of equal 
parts of alumen uftum and mercurius Pres 

cipitatus ruber, feldom fails. : 
_ Even when warts are feated in the en- 
trance of the urethra, they may be treated 
in this manner, at leaft I have often re- 
moved them in this fituation by the appli- 
-cation of thefe powders, and I never knew 
them do harm. In one inftance when the 
wart -was jane ther up the urethra. than: 
ufual, | 
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ufual, the excrefcence was completely re- 
moved by the pulvis fabine alone, but a 
confiderable degree of pain was induc+d 
by it, which ended in a very copious 
-puriform difcharge. The urethra became 
tender and inflamed, through its whole 

length, and the running having all the 
appearance of matter of Gonorrhea, I 
fufpected that a new infection had been 
communicated. My patient, however, 
affured me that this could not poflibly be 
the cafe, as he had not for many months 
had any connection with women, and 
there was no caufe to doubt his affertion. - 
The running continued for the fpace of 
two or three weeks, with all the fymptoms 
of a common clap, and was cured precile- 
_ Ty in the fame manner, by the ufe of af 

tringent injections. 


Ee3 SEC. 
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SECTION XIV. 
Of Gonorrhea Simplex. 


Have endeavour ed in different parts of 

" this work to fhew that the difcharge 
in Gonorrhea Virulenta is the effect of 
inflammation excited in the urethra and 
contiguous parts by the matter of infec- 
tion being applied to them. In the end 
of the preceding {fection a cafe is mention- 
ed, in which fymptoms exa¢tly fimilar to- 
thofe of Gonorrhea Virulenta arofe from 
the application of an irr itating powder to 
the urethra; and there is reafon to fup- 
pofe that they may at any time be indu- 
ced by whatever excites inflammation in 
any part of that membrane. A puriform 
difcharge from the urethra induced in 
this manner, and without any connection. 
: with 


’ 
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‘with an infected perfon, may be denomi- 


nated Gonorrhcea Simplex. 
We have already had occafion to fee, 
that a difcharge frequently occurs in fe- 


‘males, ufually termed fluor albus, which, 


in particular circumftances, very much re- 


- fembles Gonorrheea Virulenta *. 


In men, we often meet with a difeafe 
exactly fimilar to this; where a copious 
difcharge of matter takes place from the 
urethra, attended with a fcalding heat in 
voiding urine, as well as with other fymp- 


~ toms of Gonorrhcea, and where there 1s 


no fufpicion of infection being communi- 
cated. 
Practitioners fhould at all times be 


aware of this, particularly the younger 


part of the profeflion, who are apt to fup- 
pofe that every difcharge of matter from 


the genitals, efpecially in men, ariles from 


the venereal difeafe: But although this 1s 
undoubtedly true in a great proportion of 
cafes, yet every practitioner of experience 
muft have met with inftances of the re- 
verle, and in which the reputation of the 

Ee4 mofk 


* Vide chapter il. feGlion 10, 


424 Of Gonorrhea Simplex, Ch. WT. 


moft virtuons people might have been 

ruined, had the diftinGion that we are now 
confidering been overlooked, I have met 
with different inftances, of men newly 
married being feized with this fymptom, in 
fome of which, although there was at firft . 
much caufe for fufpicion on the part of 
the hufband, yet on being informed by a 
perfon in whom they placed confidence 
that this kind of running is a frequent ' 
éffect of other caufes, and that the dif- 

charge which had newly taken place, 
would probably fhew, by its ending 
more quickly than Gonorrhcea Virulenta 
ufually does, that it was of a different 
nature, they foon become lefs anxious, and 
at laft were convinced of their fears be- 
ing groundlefs. 

In’ like manner, I have in Helen in- 
ftances been confulred by women, who, 
en finding their hufband’s linen ftained 
with matter, have fancied that they them- 
felves have been injured by them; and the 
imagination being once affected, we all 
know how difficult it 1s in fuch matters to 

| : fet 
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fet it right. Some time ago I was con- 
fulted by a lady in this fituation, who, 
from the caufe that I have mentioned, had 
long been reduced to a ftate of the great- 
eft diftrefs and mifery. Her. mind was in 
the firft place deeply affected with the 
fuppofed mifcondudt of her hufband ; and 
fhe was fully convinced that fhe herfelf 
laboured under almoft every fymptom 
which attends the venereal difeafe. To 
this fhe was in a great meafure led, by 
the opinion of a midwife, who unfortu- 
nately informed her, that from much ex- 
perience in matters of this kind, fhe’was 
convinced that fhe was poxed, and defired 
her to apply to me. Inftead of this, the 
put herfelf under the care of one at a di-_ 
{tance from town, in the place where fhe 
refided, and who, from not having muchex- 
perience in matters of this kind, was eafily 
induced to believe that fymptoms took 
place, which did not exift but in the imagi- 
nationof his patient. There was no external 
mark of difeafe; but fhe complained of pains 
in her bones, of fevere pains in the parts of 
generation : 
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generation and loins; uneafinefs in the 
nofe, throat, &c. — In fhort, fhe had peru- 
fed a ynodern treatife on the Lues Vene- 
rea, by which fhe had become acquainted 
with the fymptoms of that difeafe, almoft 
all of which the now imagined that the la- 
iibiied under. lat 
‘A complete courfe of mercury, beGaeY 

‘a variety of other medicines, were given 
in the country, but no advantage being 
derived from them, the patient came un- 
der my care, when at once it appeared. 
that fhe was difeafed in imagination only 3 
for I did not find, on the moft minute in- 
quiry, that any fymptom of Lues Venerea 
had exifted from the firft. She acknow- 
ledged, that at different times, both be- 
fore and after marriage, fhe had heen 
mitch diftreffed with fluor albus ; but this 
was the only difeafe of which fhe ever. 
complained $ ; and it never was of long 
continuance, , a. 
{ endeavoured to convince her that fhe 
was perfe@tly found, that fhe never had 
the difeafe, and that the matter which fhe 
had 


ee ae 
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had feen on her hufband’s linen, and which 
was the only foundation of her fufpicion, 


-was either produced by his connection 


with her while the was diftrefled with 


fluor albus, or by fome other canfe of a 
nature equally innocent. All this, how- 


ever, would have proved ineffectual, but 
I luckily had an argument in my power 
which brought conviction along with it, 
and which, in the courfe of a few days, 
made all her fymptoms vanifh, which 
otherwife might have been of the moft 
permanent nature. At the very time when 
fhe fufpected her hufband to have given 
her the infection, he had confulted me by 
letters, which I preferved, in which he 
exprefied his aftonifhment at. the fudden 
appearance of a diicharge of matter from 
the urethra, accompanied with heat and 
uneafinefs along the whole courfe of the 
paflage from the glans to the bladder. He 
never had been infeed with Gonorrhea, 


and having had no connection with any 


other woman than his wife, of whom he | 
could not entertain the leaft fufpicion, he 
concludes 
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concludes his firft letter by inquiring 
whether or not fuch fymptoms ever origi- 
nate from other caufes than intercourfe 
with an infe@ted perfon, and at the fame 
time wifhed that fuch medicines might be 
fent him as would as quickly as poflible 


put a ftop to-the difcharge. In my an- a 


{wer to this, which I alfo preferved, I men- 
- tioned feveral caufes by which a difcharge 
_ from the urethra may be excited, and ef- 
pecially the effe@t of repeated intercourfe 
with women labouring under fluor. albus 
where the difcharge is acrid. I at the 
fame time fent him an aftringent injec- 
tion, defiring that it might be ufed if 
the difcharge did not foon difappear. 
In a fubfequent letter he informed me, 
that he had been perfe@ly convinced 
by my account of it that his difeafe 
was of an innocent nature; and as a proof 
of it he mentioned, that it went entirely 
off in the courfe of eight or ten days, 
without the injection, or any other reme- — 
dy, being employed. A fight of this cor- 
sefpondence, which I was enabled to fhew, 

could 
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could alone remove the diftrefs with which 
my patient had long been tormented. 
_ T have fince that period had occafion to 
know that her hufband has at different, 
times had a return of the difcharge from 
the urethra, in fome inftances from expo-. 
fure to much cold, fatigue, or wetnefs,’ 
and repeatedly from connection with his 
wife when fhe laboured under fluor albus. 

This happened with a patient who ne- 
ver before had any diicharge from the ure-. 
thra; but a running is more particularly 
apt to occur from this caufe where Go- 
norrhoea Virulenta has frequently taken. 
place before. I know many who uniform- 
ly experience a return of the difcharge on 
being expofed to much bodily fatigue; 
particularly much riding on horleback, 
or jolting in a carriage on a rough road ; 
on' their being, overheated with wine, or 
having more connection than ufinal even 
with found women. 

The irritation excited in the urethra by 
a ftone in the bladder will, in fome in« 
ftances, induce a very copious difcharge 


of 
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of matter. When this takes place from 
the bladder itfelf, the matter comes off: 
mixed with the urine, and in no other 
“manner; but when it proceeds from the 
urethra only, as often happens, it affirmes: 
all the appearances of Gonorrhcea Viru-* 
-Jenta,and paffes off whether any exertions’ 
be made to empty the bladder or not. | 
We are led to underftand, that people’ 
who are much employed in working a- 
mong the warmer kinds of {pices are very” 
liable to a fealding in making water ac 
companied: with a difcharge of purulent- 
like matter from the urethra. It is parti-* 
cularly apt to occur in thofe who work — 
chiefly among Cayenne pepper: Nay, “it 
has been known to happen from a perfon’ 
carrying this article about with him even 
for the {pace of a few hours. Ot 
The moft frequent caufe of ftridures i in 
the urethra is Gonorrhcea Virulenta ; but | 
they alfo occur from other caufes. ‘They’ 
have been met with in all periods of life, 
even where patients have never had'any © 
yf eas previous 
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previous difcharge from theurethra. They 
are, particularly. apt to’ eccur.in people 
advanced in: years,” etween. the fixtieth 
and feventieth year of age, and fometimes 
later. A perfon,who-in-his youth has 
fuffered much with Gonorrheea Virulenta, 
is very liable .to: be atta. ked about: this 
_ period, with. firidtures in the urethra, but. 
they likewife happen, as. I-bave obferved) 
‘above, where no caufe of this kind can be, 
traced ;, and, in, whatever ‘way they are, 
induced, they are very conftantly attend- 
ed with a plentifal pent of edoohen 
like matter... ~ 
In fome, thefe fiGinnes; rine been, at- 
tended. with fach a concurrence of circum- 
‘ftances, fo fimilar to thofe which occur in 
-Gonorrheea, that the beft practitioners 
have at firft been deceived) with them. 
‘Where the irritation in the urethra has’ 
- been confiderable, fympathetic -fwellings. 
have occurred in the glands of the groin; 
and one or both tefticles have iwelled, 
from the fame caufe. 
It 
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Its generally known, that a auenineNt | 
may at any time be excited from the ure- 
thra, by the ufe of flimulating bougies. 
This has in different inftances been Bia 
in pra@tice, where violent pain and other 
fymptoms have been induced by the fud- 
den ftoppage of the difcharge'in Gonor- 
rhoea, but it has alfo been advifed for the — 
fame purpofe, that is, for exciting a dif- 
charge of matter merely for the removal: 
of pain, where neither Gonorrhcea nor any 
venereal fymptom had ever taken place ;" 
and it has never failed when the ftimulus” 
is of a fufficient ftrength of b being attend- 
ed with this effec. | | ‘au 

We are informed by authors, that gout’ 
has in fome inftances been productiveof 
a difcharge of puriform matter from‘the 
urethra; and I have not a doubt of its 
happening in rheumatifm. Of this I have 
met with different well-marked inftances, 
where a flow of matter from the urethra 
has alternated with pains in the knees, 
and other large joints; and among labour- > 


- Ing 
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ing people accuftomed to work much in 
water, fuch as ditchers, this kind of dif- 
charge is by no means unfrequent. A 
patient of mine, who annually takes a 
great deal of exercife in following game, 
is always feized with a difcharge of mat- 
ter from the urethra when he goes in 
fearch of ducks, by which his feet and legs 
are kept immerifed in waaet for rec) 
days:together. 

Other caufes might be mentioned, by 
which a difcharge from the urethra is at 
times produced, in every refped fimilar 
to the matter of Gonorrhcea Virulenta, 
-but thefe are fufficient to fhow that it 
may frequently occur from caufes of the 
moft imnocent nature, and in perfons en- 
tirely blamelefs. Of this, all who have 
_done much bufinefs in this branch of prac- 
tice will be eafily convinced, as inftances 
ef it are often met with; but the diftrefs 
which the want ef difcrimination in mat~- 
ters of this kind is apt to excite, is often 
fo gréat, not to individuals alone, but to 

Vou, 1. FE the 
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the families with which they are conneét- 
ed; and I have happened to meet with fo 
many diftrefsful occurrences of this kind, 
which might eafily have been prevented, 
that I judged it proper in this particular 
manner to fpeak of it. 1 aNEAB AL 
~The fad being eftablithed, that all the. 
ufual fymptoms of Gonorrhoea Virulenta _ 
may be excited by a variety of caufes, 
may be confidered as-anadditional proof | 
of the matter of Lues Venerea, and of 
that difeafe being different; for although 
the matter produced by thefe caufes is fo 
fimilar to that of Gonorrhea from impure 
coition, that the one’cannot be diftinguifh- 
ed from the other, yet no perfon ever ima- 
gined that the fymptoms of Lues Venerea 
could he produced by any of thefe, nor 
by any caufe whatever but the abforption 
of the matter of that difeafe. 51, 
It may alfo be remarked, that this’opi- 
nion of the difference between thefe two 
difeafes is farther confirmed by the method a 


‘a oh 
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of cure being in Gonorrhea the fame, what- 
ever may have been the caufe of the dif. 
charge. Whether the matter difcharged 
from the urethra be excited by infe@tion 
communicated by a perfon labouring under 
Gonorrheea Virulenta, or by any of the 
caufes of Gonorrhcea Simplex that I-have 
enumerated, the method-of cure fhould not 
be varied. It is true, that the latter will 
for the moft part difappear, whether any 
remedy be employed for it or not 5 but 
this will alfo happen with Gonorrhea Vj. 
rulenta. A cure, however, will be obtain- 
ed much more {peedily by a timeous and 
proper ufe of injections than in any other 
manner; and if this is admitted in one 
variety of the difeafe, it will be found 
equally applicable in the other. So far, 
indeed, as my obfervation goes, the dif- 
charge in Gonorrhcea Simplex is not more 
readily affected by the internal exhibi- 
tion of medicines than we have thewn 
it to be in Gonorrhcea Virulenta; while 
@ proper application of an aftringent in- 
Pf2 “+ jection 
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jection’ very feldom fails to remove it. 


When, however, it feems either to depend | 


upon general debility, or to be much con- 


nected with a relaxed ftate of the fyftem, — 


we find from experience that cold bath- 


ing, and whatever tends to reftore the >. 


lofs of tone that has taken place, proves ' 


more obvioufly ufeful here than in Gonor-. 
thea Yirulenta. eis: 


ks 
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SECTION XV. 


Farther Proofs of the Difference between Go- 
norrhea Virulenta and Lues Venereaz 


- 


T was not my intention to enter again 
on the confideration of this queftion, 
as'to me it appeared that the difference 
between the two difeafes was completely - 
proved and eftablithed; but for the fatis- 
faction of others who may not be fo fully 
convinced of this, I think it right, ina 
point of fuch importance, to give a detail 
of fome interefting experiments, which I 
have lately received with regard to it, 
and which, if any farther proofs of the 
opinion which I with to eéftablith were 
fuppofed to be wanting, will probably be - 
confidered as fufficient. They ought im- 
mediately to have followed the feCtion 
- allotted to this part of the fubject; but I 
; Ff3 did 
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did not receive them till it came to be 


known that a new edition of the prefent 
work was far advanced, fo that I was obli- 


ged to referve them for a feparate fec- 
tion, - | 

On a fubjed fuch as this, the: names of 
aie by whom. thefe experiments were 
conducted cannot be mentioned, but I am 
perfonally acquainted with all of them. 
_ My friend Dr Duncan I belreve faw the 
- progrefs of fome of them. I know that all 
which they relate may with certainty be 
relied on, and I give them nearly in their 
own words. | | 

One of the gentlemen ENS « My 
experiments were made a good many years 


ago, and were meant to form the fubjedt _ 


of a paper for a medical fociety of which 
Iamamember. I hadno theory to fup- 
port, nor no other view in making them, 


than to fupport the opinion at that time 


generally received among practitioners, 
namely, that Lues Venerea and Gonor- 


rhoea Virulenta, are one and the fame dif. 
—eafe, 


Se. XV. and Lues Venera. he 


eafe, arifing from the fame matter. of 
contagion, acting in a different manner 
on different furfaces. I was foon, how- 
ever, convinced, by the very diftrefsful 
and unexpected event of my experiments, 
of the fallacy of this opinion. 

“« Matter was taken upon the point of a 
probe, from a chancre on the glans penis, 
before any application was made to it, 
and completely introduced into the ure- 
thra, expecting thereby to produce Go- 
‘norrhoea. For the.firft eight days, 1 felt 
no kind of uneafinefs; but about this pe- 
riod, I was.attacked with pain in pafling 
water. On dilating the urethra as much 
as pollible, nearly the whole of a large 
chancre was difcovered, and ina few days 
thereafter a bubo formed in each groin. 
No difcharge took place from the urethra, 
during the whole courfe of the ,difeafe, 
but another chancre was foon perceived 
‘in.the oppofite fide of the urethra, and 
red precipitate was applied to it as well 
as to the other, by means of a probe pre- 

Ff vioully 
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_vioufly moiftened for the purpofe. 2 Mer- 


curial ointment was at the fame time rub-__ 
bed on the outfide of each thigh, by which » 

a profufe falivation was excited. The 
buboes, which, till then, had continued to 
increafe, became ftationary, and at /laft ‘ 
difappeared entirely; the chancres be- 


came cléan, and by a due continuance of 


mercury a complete cure at — was ob- 


ty) ‘oh hs 


tained. R? 


The ‘next! ex) eriment was antes with . 


the matter of Gonorrhea; a portion of 


which was introduced between the - ‘pre; “ 
puce and glans, and allowed to remain 


there without being difturbed. In the 


courfe of the fecond day, a flight degree | 


of inflammation was produced, {ucceeded. 


by a difcharge of matter, which in the 


courfé of two or three days difappeared. 
‘The fame experiment was, by the fame 

Sbnia aa repeated once and again, after 

daciieett the parts tender to which the 


matter of Gonorrlicea was applied, but no 


chaneré ever enfued from it. 
ee  . Pwo 


Sect. XV. and Lues Venerea. AAI : 


Two young gentlemen, while profecut- 
ing the ftudy of medicine, became anxi- 
ous to afcertain the point in, queftion; 
with which view they refolved on making 
the following experiments, ata time when 
neither of them had ever laboured under 
either Gonorrheea or Syphilis, and.both 
in thefe and inthe preceding.experiments, 
the matter of infection was taken from 
patients who had never made ufe of mer- 
eury. : 

~ A imall doffit of Nit fooled in the mat- 
ter of Gonorrheea, was by each of them 
inferted between the prepuce. and glans, 
and allowed «to remain on the fame {pot 
for the fpace of twenty-four hours. From 
this they expected that chancres would be 
produced ; but in the one a very ievere 
degree of inflammation enfued over the 
whole glans and preputium, giving all. the 
appearances of what is ufually termed 
Gonorrheea Spuria; a confiderable quan- 
tity of feetid matter was difcharged from 
the furface of the inflamed parts, and for 

fevyeral 
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feveral days, he had reafon to fear, that 
an operation would be neceflary for the 
removal of a paraphimofis. By the ufe 
of faturnine poultaces, however, laxatives, 
and low diet, the inflammation abated, 
the difcharge ceafed, no chancres took 
place, and he foon got entirely well. 
The other gentleman was not fo. Fis 
tunate.. The external inflammation, in- 
deed, was flight, but by the matter find- 
ing accefs to. the urethra, he on the fe- 


cond day was attacked with a fevere de- 
gree of Gonorrhoea, which continued for 
a confiderable time to give him a great — 


deal of diftrefs, nor did he for upwards 
of a-year get: entirely free of it: Tey 

By this he was convinced of the imprus 
dence and hazard of all fuch experiments 


nor could ‘he be: prevailed on to carry 


them farther, although they were keenly 
profecuted by his friend ; who. foon. af- 
ter the inflammation arifing from his firft 
experiment was removed, inferted the mat- 
ter of Gonorrheea on the point of a lan- 


wet - 
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€et beneath the fkin of the preputium, 
and likewife into the fabftance of the 
glans; but although this was repeated 
three different times no chancres enfued. 
A> flight degree of inflammation was ex: 
cited, but it foon difappeared without any 
thing being done for it. His lat experi- 
ment was attended with more ferious con- 
fequences. The matter of a chancre was 
inferted on the point of a probe to ‘the 
depth of a quarter of an inch, or more, 
in the urethra. No fymptom of Gonor- 
thoea enfued; but in the courfe of five or 
- fix days a painful inflammatory chancre 
was perceived on the {pot to which the 
matter was applied. To this fucceeded a 
bubo, which ended in fuppuration, not- 
withftanding the immediate application 
of mercury, and the fore arifing from 
this proved both painful and tedious : Ul. 
cers were at laft perceived in the throat, 
nor was a cure obtained till a very large 
quantity of mercury was given under 
a fiate of clofe confinement for a period 
of thirteen weeks. 


* 
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DT have slat been enabled ‘to. actions the 
moft decifive proof that can be wifhed 
for, of the difference between the mattet 


of Gonorrhcea and Syphilis, and to thew 


that while the matter of Syphilis excites 
chancres, even when applied to the fecret-. 
ing furface of the urethra, and‘that thefe 
again contaminate the conttitution, yet 
that the matter of Gonorrhoea cannot be 
made to produce chancres, or any Bede ens: 
of: apes in ithe by Henny: 


A PPE N- 


Sree MEETS 


‘HIS Appendix contains formule of 
injections and other remedies for 


Gonorrhea, enumerated i in the preceding 
work, 


No. 1. &. Hydrargyr. muriat. mit. valge,| 
Calomel. ppt. 311. 
.Mucilag. gum Arab. 3 ii. M. et 


adde 
Aq. rofar. 3 iv. 


No.. 2. RK. Calomel. ppt. 3 1. 
Balfam. copaib. 31. 


$ 


Y 2. 


: 


Vitell. ovi, 3fs. M. et adda | / 


paulatim 


Aq. rofar. 5 iv. 


No. 3. / 


ae : sehen 


(No. 3° R. Eile purif. MLE ha | 

\ Mucilag. Arab. $i. M.S. A. 

> etadde _ | 
Aq. deftillat. Ziv. 


Thefe formule of mercurial injections 
feem to att, as I have elfewhere obferved, 
altogether as aftringents. They excite 
little or no irritation, and when they prove 

fuccefsful, they commonly do fo in the 
fpace of a day or two. In all of them the 
_ mixture requires to be fhaked when ufed; 


- for, even with the affiftance of mucilage, 4 


the mercury fubfides fo quickly that fcarce- 
ly any of it will enter the fyringe if this 
_ precaution be omitted. 
lnftead of mucilage, prefcribed in Nis Be 
I have fometimes employed honey. This 
proves more expeditious for extinguifhing - 
the mercury, but the injection prepared 
with it excites more’ pain. Whether mu-_ 
cilage or honey be employed the mercury 
fhould be very completely triturated. 


No. Ae. 
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No. 4... k. Lap. calamin. pp. pl. AY ¢ 


- Balfam. copaib,. 3i. 


Mucilag. Arab. 311. M.S. A. 


et adde 
Aq. fontan. 3 rp | 


No, 5. B Lap. tutie, ppt. 9 ii. 


Mucilag. Arab. 3ii. M. et adde 


Aq. fontan. Ziv. 


No. 6. 2B. Lap. calam. pp*. Ziv. 
| Camphor. in pauxil. fpirit. vin. 
_ rect. folut. 3i. 


Mucilag. Arab. ziv. M. et adde 


Aq. fontan. ! yi, 
Ut fiat injectio. 


In No, 4. the quantity of aftringent 


earth is fo fmall, that it may be well mix- 
ed with the liquid at the time of ufing it, 
but in Nos. 5, and 6. where there is a 
greater proportion of earth, after fhaking 
the phial, it fhould be allowed to fubfide 
for the fpace of a minute before filling the 
fyringe. | In| this:manner the finer par- 
ticles only.of the earth are/thrown into 


the 
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the urethra 5 and it commonly proves as 
"eae as when the whole of i it is died. 


OL! /No. Jo Be NEES 5 ifs. 
) Solve in aq. diftillat. ZViil. 


' No. 8. & Cortic. grisea a | 
“, Cog. in aq. fontan. 3 xx. ad 
zxvi. Colature, adde 
Pulv. alumen. 313, * | 


No. 9g. &. Gall. quercus contuf. 31. 

a Coq. in aq. fontan. 3 xxx. ad’ 
- 3xx. Cola, et adde . 
Pulv. alumen. Sill. 


No. ro. 8. rane pulv, 3 il. 

poe Mucilag. Arab. 3i. M. in mor= 
~ tario, et adde | 
»Aq. font. bul. 3x. 


No. rr. & Kim. pulv. 311. 
ils Pulv. alumen, 31. 
Opi. Du. 
- Mucilag. Arab. 31. M. et adde 
"Aq. fontan. bul. EL | 
: No. 10. 
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No. 12. k. Opil, 51. folveimagnfont. 3vis 


No. 13. B. Aq. rofar: zvil. &. 
Tindtur. the “3f{s. M. 


In a great proportion of cafes opium 
diffolved in. water anfwers the purpofe ; 
but in a few inftances I have found the 


fpirituous tincture i in the proportions here | 


mentioned prove more effectual. 


Ne Oo. I4. A. Balfam. Canadenf. 
. Vel copaib. 3 tii. 
Vitell. ovi, 3{s. M. et adde 
Aq. rofar. 3 vi. 


When the balfam and yolk of the eg¢ 
are previoufly well rubbed together, the 
water may be mixed with them fo com- 
pletely that no great degree of feparation 
will afterwards take place ; but to prevent 
any inconvenience which might enfue 
from the balfam getting to the top of the 
mixture, it fhould always be well fhaked 
immediately before the fyringe is filled 
with it. 


Vor. I. Gg No. 15. 


os 


é 
4 
Z 


ca 


Lait 


3 No. 17. Re “Aq: aiditt, Fie, 
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7 Net Toe ‘Re. Gettiffes iis -+ a 
Mucilag. Arab, 311. M. et adds 
as: fontan. diftill. Syiho os 


No. 10. Bee Ceruff. acetat. valgo, Sacch: 


4 


faturni. 5 de 


“Solve | in aq. digi, gville Sti 


\ 


ond De Wace 


“Acet. Lyne Byt- puted XxiV. M. 

When Gace Susie or cereus aces 
tata,'as it is now. termed, _can be obtained 
pure, it is ‘perhaps preferable for every 
purpofe to vinegar of lytharge; as being 
of: a-more déterinined ftrenigth 5 but it is 
frequently fo much: adulterated. that. it 
will not diffolve. but.in.very fmall quan- _ 
tities, even in diftilled water. - Some of it 
indeed is fo very infoluble, that an ounce 
of water will not diffolve above a grain. | 
By the addition: of vinegar, this may, it 
is true, be partly remedied; but vinegar; 
for many _purpotes, is not admiflible in 
fuch TREES 3 as are > required for ren 
| _ dering 


x 
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dering this article foluble. Two, three, 
or more drops of the vinegar of lytharge 
fnay be ufed in every ounce of injection. 
Two diops often prove fufficierit, but many 
can bear exght-or.ten.y )...; 

The following methed of preparing Vi~ 
negar of lytharge is the beft that I have 
met with. It is not very different from 
the extract of lead of goulard, but the 
ftrength of it is more certain: 


R. eee iB iil. 
~ Acet. diftillat. t x. Cog. leni igne 
ad ts Vis 
scion 


Befides bolting ona flow fire, during which 
time it fhould be well ftirred with a wood- 
en’ fpatula, the whole fhould be allowed 
to cool, and the feces to fubfide before 
ftraining. 

Lead diffolved in this manner is eafily 
mixed with water, and it proves to be a 
very convenient, as well as a very effec- 


tal method of ufing it. 
Gea No. 18: 


4 3? Appendix, 


jae / No. 18. B. Zinei Vitriolat. - -valgo: vitriol 
nae ‘alb. 5 fs: EN 
a “Solve i in wat font. aitillat sxvi 
yx No.19.7 3 Fivith: Saeisiotat. 3 te 
iF Bate Solve in aq. diftillat. 3x. et adde 
' Acet? lythargyr. one mx, sais 
fiat eh aia Ww Jon 


In fome cafes, where thefe sec on 
: excited pain when ufed in this manner, 
they have been rendered. perfedtly mild 
by the addition of ‘mucilage of gum Ara- 
bic, and in others by camphor. Camphor 
does not diffolve completely im any watery — 
fluid, but being previoufly well rubbed 
‘\ with a few drops of fpirit of wine, as 
much of it may be mixed with the water 
as to render the other articles much lefs — 
pungent than they otherwife would be. | 
The camphor, however, feparates in fuch 
quantities as ‘renders it proper to filter the © 
folution before being ufed. rice Y 
Although a precipitation ddcelaaiils : 
takes place from a mixture of vitriol and i 
oie wee ' 
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faccharum faturni, the following combi- 
nation of thefe two articles with opium 
gives a very ufeful form of injection. 


No. 20. 3. Zinci vitriolat. 
Ceruff. acetat. aa 3 {s. 
Camphor, ;i. 
Opii, Dil. | 
Solv. in aq. fontan. bull. 3 xvi. 
Cola. 


No. 21. pe Fol. rofar. rub. 3 fs. 
Alumen. pur. 311i. Infund. in 
aq. bull. zxvi. Cola, ut fiat 
injectio. 


No. 22. &. Balfam. copaib. | 
hs Vitell. ovi, aa 5fs, M. et adde 
Infuf. rofar. rubr. 5 xvi. 


‘No. 23. B. Cap. papaver. alb. 3 1Vv. 
Rad. althez incif. 31. 
Infund. per noétem in aq. bull, 
Ab ii. 
Cola. 
Ge¢3 No. 24+ 


[ be. 
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No, 2h, B ‘Hydrargyr. inuriat. -vulgo, mer- 


ae cur. fublimat. corrofiv. gr. i. 
i 4, Au "Solve i in aq. fontan. Ef ae 


No. ac, ®, Mercur. fublim. cortot. gr. 1. 
Acet. lythargyr. gutt. xvi. 


F se § 5 0.2 


Aq. fontan, 5 vill. M. > A. 


No. Cee i _Mercur. fublimat. corrof. eri. 
pe. Mucilag. Arab, Sil. 
Aq. fontan. > vi. M. 


‘Corrotwe, fi eette” mercury ‘diffolved 
in water proves to be the moft certain, 
and perhaps in every refpect the beft form 
of a ftimulating injection. Some have ad- 
vifed a much ftronger folution than any 
of. thefe, even to the extent of a grain of 
mercury to three or four ounces of water. 

-I fufpe@, however, that thofe who recom~ 
mend it of this ftrength have never made 
ufe of it, at leaft I have never met with a 
patient who could bear it.. When the mer- 
cury is combined with water .alone, as in 
No. 24. one grain to ten ounces proves 

fnigenny 


No. 28. 3. Aq. Sinitecnt ee | at. \ 


No. 30. 8. Formul. injea&. No. 23, 5 vill. 
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fufficiently ftrong; but when ‘mixed «with 
faccharum faturni, with acetum lythar- 


gyri, or with mucilage, as in Nos.'25. and 


26. a> grain’ may be/added:to fix,or eight 
ounces of water. When mixed-with either 

of the two firft of thefevarticles, fome . 
part of the mercury precipitates, and is 
therefore loft, “and’in the other the muci- 
lage tends evidently to render it lefs ac- 
tive. 


| No. 27. Be Sal-ammon. crud. gr. xX. C } as 


Solve in px ia 3X. 


Spirit. fal. aromat. ee Ix, M. | 


No. 29. &. Aq. forreanit 5X. 
Spirit. corm. cervl y pute, an M. 


oe 
ae . \ 14 D 
\. 
Lixiv. cauftic. gutt. xx. M. } 


I have frequently found both the vola- 


tile and cauftic alkali prove ufeful where 


Ge4 other 


{ 


\ 
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other injections had failed, but the fev 
for individuals can fcarcely be pointed 
out.. While one is able to bear ten drops 
to every ounce of water, others cannot 
bear above three or four: .The ftrength 


that I have advifed in the. three. preced- . | 


ing formule proves to be the beft for ge- _ 


-neral ufe, but. patients are more. eafily 


affected with yariety in the ftreneth of 
thefe injections, than of almoft any other, 
The cauftic alkali may be ufed in water 
alone ; but. it may be ventured upon. in 
larger quantities, and with more fafety, 
when combined with a pee In= 
fufion, Lene 


No. 31. Be ‘Aig. ae or, Vill. 
Ol. oliy. ope Ziv. M. 


/ No. 32. 3. Sara ee 3 i. 


Spirit. corn. cerv. 3iv. 
: Digere, et cola. 
\ 3%, Solut. fupr. parat. gutt. xl. 


Nid OAG diftillat. 3x. M. 


~ 


Verdigrite 7 
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Verdigrife mixed with oil may be ufed 
with perfecé fafety, of the ftrength men- 
tioned in No. 31. but as injections prepa- 
red with oil prove dirty and difagreeable 
in the application, | commonly prefer the 
torm of the remedy,.No. 32, 

A much larger proportion of eaten 
is often advifed, but when more is em: 
ployed, it precipitates immediately on be- 
ing added to’the water.. Even of this 
ftreneth the precipitation cannot be pre- 
vented entirely but by adding about a 
half more of the volatile alkali to the file 
tered folution of the verdigrife. After fil- 
trating through paper, if’ two ounces of 
volatile alkali are added, noprecipitation 
will take place if, diftilled, water is em- 
ployed ; but in this cafe, a greater quan- 
tity of the folution may be added to the 
fame quantity of water. Infiead of forty 
drops, forty-eight or fifty may be added 
to ten ounces of water. 


No. 33. k. Aq. fontan. 3x. 
Tinétur. cantharid. gutt. xx. 
ad xxx. M. 
The 
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>sThe' three: ee are » prferpton 
fas: car : 
(Re. 3 B, aaipiveh diechyl. fimphé Bie, 
Gerepuril S ifs) | 
54 oegttpna 3 ii 


_ 46. Be, ‘Emplatt. commun, 
Sevi ceti, aa Siv.-- 
Ol. oliv. opt. 3fs. 
ae Me.” 


- J- nA SSD AOE RRS CEN Trying 
ar ; 


yy € 
wha [% 


NO. 36.78. Emplatt commun, 2 

Cere flave purifl 

‘Sevi ceti, awl S94 

-Ol. oliv. ‘Opt. a 

~~ Antimon. crud. PPe fhe | 
bey A. € 


Ce REIL cea 
sapien preiaeaerm™ . 
one POC Kea uny aes 


guise 
mor 


laa 2 


, ah} of thefe pretesdpnstnd afford: a ped 
eompofition for bougies. "They require 
7 to be flowly melted, and the different ar- 
| ticles to be well mixed together. No. 34. 


is the fimplett, and perhaps the beft ; the | 


red lead in No. 35.-and. antimony im 


——S = eC UU eee 
: 7 
‘ 
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No. 36. being added’ chiefly for the pur- 
pofe of affording a variety of colour, 
No. 37. is a compofition for bougies re- 
commended by Mr’ john Hunter*, and x 
No. 38. by Mr Sharp {+ © 


No. 37. Take of oil of olives three pints, 
| Bees wax one pound, 
Red lead a pound and’a 
half. Let them be boil- 
ed together on a flow 
fire for fix hours. 


No. 38. 3. Diachyl.cum pice burgund. 3ii, 
Argent. viv. Ji. - 
Antimon. crud, pp“. 3 fs. 
The quickfilver to be previoufly diffolved 
in balfam of fulphur, or in honey, and 
added to the plafter when melted in a moe 
derate heat. 
Any of thefe compofitions, when boiled 
to a proper confiftence, will anfwer for 
the 


# See Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, p. 137. 
’ } See Critical Inquiry by Samyel Sharp, F. R. 5. &e. 
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the formation of | bougies, which 1s done 
in the following manner: While the li- 
quid ftill continues warm, let a piece of 
fine old linen be dipped in it, taking care 
with a fpatula to,cover the whole of it. 
If the melted liquor be of a proper heat, 
no more of the plafter will adhere to the 
linen than is neceflary ; but as air bubbles k 
are apt to rife and produce inequalities on 
the furface of the cloth, the fpatula made 
ufe of fhould be fomewhat warmer than 
the plafter, and by means of it the whole 
fhould be made fmooth. The plafter 
might indeed be fpread entirely with the — 

fpatula; but this is not only attended with 
more trouble, but it does not yr iE 
cloth with fufficient equality. ~ : 
‘The. cloth being fafficiently cold, may 
be immediately formed into bougies, but — 
the whole fhould, in the firft place, be cut 
into the number that is meant to be made, 
The moft exaG@ method of doing this is 
by means of a fharp pointed knife diredt- 
ed by arule. The pieces fhould be eleven 
inches in length for bougies of a full fize; 
, ? ~ | ee | 148 
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“but they fhould likewife be kept of all the 
variety of lengths for ftridtures of difle- 

rent heights in the urethra. 
A variety of directions have been gi- 
ven for the form of bougies. Some ad- 
vife them to be made nearly of an equal 
thicknef$ to within an inch of their-fmall- 
eft end, and to taper from that to the 
point, while.a great proportion are made 
to taper to within an. inch or two of 
_ the point, and the reft of them are cy- 
lindrical.’ T:once thought that this laft 
was the beft; but after a long courfe of 
experience: in this branch of bufinefs, I 
am now convinced, that bougies, which 
- taper equally from one end to the other, 
are the beft, and that this form an{wers 
equally well for every variety of fize. 
They are introduced more eafily, and 
with lefs pain than the others: the linen 
fhould therefore be cut in fuch a man- 
mer as to give them this form. When 
rightly fpread, and the linen fufhciently 
fine, a well fhaped bougie will be formed 
ef a flip of aboutgive eighths of an inch 
broad 
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broad at its largeft-end, and fomewhat 
more than three eighths at the fmalleft 
end. This forms’-abougie of a middle 
fize ; for particular purpofes they:muft be 
much larger, and for others not fo age | 
by a great deal. | 3 a 
‘Thefe flips of sition ate now to Be called 
up. as neatly as pollible with the fingers; 
and in order to give them a fmooth polifh= — 
ed furface, they fhould be fmartly rolled 
between ‘a piece of {mooth hard:timber, 
and a plate of fine polifhed marble +'Phis 
being continued “tills the whole -beceme. 
fmooth and: firm, and: their points: being | 
properly. rounded im. order to facilitate 
their introduction; shee are in this-ftate 
to be kept for ufe. %o™: ie 
Thefe directions will pony: an. ‘on of 
the method of preparing bougies, but no 
_ fargeon can ever become fo expert in form- 
ing them as thofe artifts who are daily 
-accuftomed to prepare them in large quan: 
tities. I muft here again obferve, how- 
ever, in addition to what I had occafion - 
to remark, in a former. part of this work, 


thee)" 
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that bougies, properly prepared with: rea 


fina elaftica, are preferable, in many cir- 


cumflances, to thofe that are made with 


_ plafter.’ They not only ‘prove much more 


durable, but more force can be employed 


- with them, and as they are not apt -te 


break or crack by remaining in the-ure- 
thra, they are ufed with lefs pain and in- 
convenience than any other ee that 


has yet been invented. 


Cat-gut has frequently been ailed: aga 
bougie 3 but after various trials being 
made with it, I do not find that it-anfwers 
the purpoie: It cannot be made fufficient- 
ly {mooth, and. it fometimes fwells fo 
much as to excite a good deal of“irrita- 
tion; and lead, which was one of the firft 
articles ufed for bougies, is fo firm that it 
always creates much pain, while at the 
fame time it is fo apt to break, that diffe- 
rent inftances having occurred of it in 
the urethra, it has now been long laid 
afide, © 

The fix following prefcriptions are 
meant for the removal of warts and other 

i. excrefcences, 
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excrefcences,:and they anfwer equally well 
whether; the .excrefcences proceed from 
Gonorrheea-or Lues Venerea.: It would ap- 
pear, however, that there is a material dif. 
ference between the warts which occur as_ 


a confequence of thefe difeafes, and fuch 


as we ufually meet with from other caufes ; 
for while the former are for the moft part P 
eafily removed by any of thefe applica- 
tions, even with pulvis fabine alone, the 
latter are feldom acted upon by any of 


them, if. it be not by the ftrong folu- | 
tion of corrofive fublimate in No. 40.and 


of mercury,and fpirit of nitre, Nos 41. 


-both of which are mine: of a ftrong de- 
, ail of sigalg | 


[ No. 30. Re sal ammon, crud. si. 


Solve in acet: diftillat. 3 le . 
Aq. fontan. iv. 


e No. 40. ., Hydrargyr. muriat. vulgo, 


merc. fublim: corrof. 

Sal ammon. crud. aa: 3 fs. > 

Solve i in aq. fontan. 3ive, 
Na Ale 


No. os Re. Argent. Viv. Ble 
Solve in ig nitr. fort. 3 il. 


No. 42. R. Puly. fol. fabin. ~ 
Calomel: a a. zi. M. 


No. 43. K. Pulv. fol. fabin. 
Mercur. fublim. corrof. a a. Sill. 
Mercur. precip. rub. 3i. M. 


No. 44. . Alumen. uit. 
‘Mercur. precip. rub. aa. 51. M. 


The following form of decoction of far- 
faparilla and mezereon is of a ftrength 
which moft people can bear: when a 
greater proportion of mezereon ts added, 
it excites ficknefs, and a very difagreeable 
fenfation in the throat. I mention this 


decoction here, as in different inftances I — 


have had occafion to {peak of it; and I 
fhall alfo have caufe to refer to it when 
. treating of Lues Venerea. 


a Voy. lt. Hh No. 45, 


ven? R. Rad. farfe, 33h Ae 
 Cortic. radic. mezer. 3 ifs. e 
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Cog. in aq. font. ts iii, ad ' ii. 
Colature, adde | vi 


Motes Syrup. althee, 5 Ie, . 


The fliowingi 1s the: Decodtum Liufita- 
TCE or Lifbon diet-drink. 


No. 46. R. Rad. iaghaztale 


Santall.alb, |. ie 
rubr,aa,3ili. 


~ Rad. glycyrrhiz. 


Mezerei, aa. 3 fs. 

‘Lieni rhodii, 
Guajaci, 

r @alatras..o ho a1. cee 
~ Antimon, crud. zii.. Mifce, et 
infunde in aquee fontane bul- 
lientis, thx. per horas xxiv. 
dein, coque ad iby. Colature, 


capiat a tbifs. ad Wiy. 3 THON 


tidie. 


_ Vel ~ 
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Vel K. Rad. farfaparille, 
Ligni faflafras, 
Santal. rubri, 
Guajaci, aa 3 ili. 
Cortic. rad. mezer. 31. 
Semin. corriand. 3 vi. 
Cog. in aq. fontan. fb xx.ad thx. 
- Sumat fb{fs. ter quaterve indies. 


_ Onguentum e calce inci, : 
No. 47. k. Olei olivarum opt. 3 iii. au % 
Cere albe, 
Sevi ceti, aa. 311i. AY 
Leni calore liquiefc. dein adde } 
florum zinci 3 {s. : 


Unguentum e¢ lapide calaminare. 


NO. AS. KR. Olei oliv. opt. 3 iii. 
Cere albe, 3 ifs. 
Sevi ceti, 3 fs. } 
Lapid. calamin. pp*. 3v. M. / 
SEA. 
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